
Deuteronomy 18:15-20  

Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you 
a prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from 
your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what 
you yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on 
the day of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you 
said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer 
on this great fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to 
me, “All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a 
prophet like yourself for them from their own brothers; 
I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell 
them all I command him. The man who does not listen 
to my words that he speaks in my name, shall be held 
answerable to me for it. But the prophet who presumes 
to say in my name a thing I have not commanded him to 
say, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that 
prophet shall die.”’  

Psalm 94:1-2. 6-9.  

R.     If today, you hear his voice, 
        harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.) 

Come in, let us kneel and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.) 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ (R.) 

1 Corinthians 7:32-35  

I would like to see you free from all worry. An 
unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, 

all he need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a 
married man has to bother about the world’s affairs and 
devote himself to pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. 
In the same way an unmarried woman, like a young 
girl, can devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need 
worry about is being holy in body and spirit. The 
married woman, on the other hand, has to worry about 
the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her 
husband. I say this only to help you, not to put a halter 
round your necks, but simply to make sure that 
everything is as it should be, and that you give your 
undivided attention to the Lord.  

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A people in darkness have seen a great light: 
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 
Alleluia! 

Mark 1:21-28  

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, 
and as soon as the Sabbath came Jesus went to the 
synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching 
made a deep impression on them because, unlike the 
scribes, he taught them with authority. 

In their synagogue just then there was a man 
possessed by an unclean spirit, and it shouted, ‘What 
do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy 
One of God.’ But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come 
out of him!’ And the unclean spirit threw the man 
into convulsions and with a loud cry went out of him. 
The people were so astonished that they started 
asking each other what it all meant. ‘Here is a 
teaching that is new’ they said ‘and with authority 
behind it: he gives orders even to unclean spirits and 
they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly spread 
everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean 
countryside. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 

and Lenten Gospel Acclamations from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy. 

The
 Living   

““I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear.”  
 

—Martin Luther King Jr.   

FOURTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME B—JANUARY 28 2018  

I have had a lovely time visiting 
schools and classrooms this past 
week. There was definitely no time 
wasted before getting down to the 
learning.  

I enjoyed, as always, the “Does 
anyone know who I am?” exchange 
with the new Prep students at 
Lourdes. “Jesus” “God” and “Farmer 
Damian” were the answers given in 
one of the classes. I had to explain 
that I was not a farmer but a Father. 
Not sure how much of that was 
understood. The next day, when I 
saw these children again, one of 
them came up to me a said, with an 
enormous smile on his face, “You’re 
Jesus.” So, I think we have some 
work to do. 

I was telling the grade 5s and 6s at 
Lourdes that one child thinks that I 
am a superhero because I always 
wear a cape. One of the students 
then suggested that I wear superhero 
vestments at Mass!  Funnily enough, 
I had been googling “catholic priest 
superhero” images, as you do, and 
discovered a few priests wearing 
such appalling vestments. Naturally, 
I showed these images to the 
students. I also told them that there 
was no way I would appear at Mass 
with a giant superman S on the front 
of my chasuble. 

I thought it would be wise to explain 
to them that many comic book 
characters are very religious, 
because comics deal with the cosmic 
battle between good and evil 

(Daredevil is a classic 
example).  With a mind 
like a grasshopper, I 
then told them that the 
name of Batman’s son 
was Damian. One of 
the new students then asked, with 
great excitement, “Are you Batman’s 
son?”  Apparently, Mrs Quabba has 
the students writing in their diaries, 
“Father Damian is not Batman’s 
son.” 

St Peter’s School, in recent years, has 
often been described by Cath Ed 
figures, as “the happiest school in 
the diocese.” My visit there for 
morning prayer and classroom 
“inspections” proved that 
description right again. The children 
bubbled with joy at the start of day 
two. Seven new students (four preps, 
two grade 2s, and a grade 3) means 
that the school is doing very well.  

This coming week, we celebrate the 
Start of Year Masses with the 
induction of student Leaders for 
both Our Lady of Lourdes and Gilroy 
Santa Maria. As always, everyone is 
welcome to attend. These are always 
lovely celebrations. 

A reminder that Lent is only 2 ½ 
weeks away. It’s never too early to 
prepare. Lots of ideas for making 
Lent a renewal experience can be 
found inside. 

Only one more week 
until Fr Vitalis returns. 

The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest: Fr Damian McGrath     Associate Pastor: Fr Vitalis C Oguh 
Parish Secretary: Pauline Pennisi      Assistant / RE Co-ordinator: Marcella Cantatore 

Bookkeeper/Compliance Officer: Beth Ingegneri          Pastoral Care: Sr Nina Barra 

 PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 4776 2600      parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

 www.inghamcatholic.com facebook.com/inghamcatholic  

Office Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday, 1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday 

The Pastor’s Pen! 
Ingham  
 

Sat 6.00pm  
Sun 8.30am  
Sun 7.00pm  

Halifax  Sun. 7.00am  

Canossa  Sun 10.00am  

Abergowrie  Sun 10.00am  

Sunday Masses 
3/4 February 

Mon 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Tues 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Wed 9.00am Lourdes 
Induction Mass  
5.30pm St Patrick ’s 
St John Bosco 

Thurs  9.00am Gilroy 
Santa Maria 
Induction Mass  
5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Fri 7.00am St Patrick ’s 
Presentation of Our 
Lord  

Sat No Mass 

Weekdays 
29 January to 2 February 

Rosary 
 

In recess until 
February 2018  

Adoration  
of the 
Blessed  
Sacrament  

In recess until 6 
February 2018  

Devotions 

Confessions 

5.00pm Saturday  
or by appointment  



Parish Notices and Events 
Women’s Group Meeting 

The first Women’s Group meeting for 2018 will be 
held on Saturday 3 February at 9.00am in Mercy Hall. 

All welcome. 

Parish Council Meeting 

St Peter’s Parish Council will hold their first meeting 
for 2018 on Monday 5 February at 7.30pm in 
Capuchin House. 

Anointing Mass Canossa 

There will be an Anointing Mass at Canossa on 
Monday 5 February commencing at 9.30am.  If you 
knowof anyone who would like to attend but has no 
means of transport, please offer to take them if you 
are going. 

World Day of Prayer 2018 

On 2nd March 2018, the Ingham District Uniting 
Churches is hosting the Annual World Day of Prayer.  
This time of prayer is open to all in the community—
men, women and students—and we will be praying 
for the people of Suriname in northern South 
America this year. 

World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical prayer event 
which is held on, or near, the first Friday of March 
each year, all around the world, and each year a 
different country prepares the services, highlighting 
their culture, joys and problems.   

The service commences at 9.30am on Friday 2 March 
and all are welcome.  Morning tea will be served after 
the service in the hall next door to the Uniting 
Church. 

Come and enjoy the sights and sounds of Suriname as 
we pray for this country and its needs. 

Senior Adult Ministry Update 

Two exciting programmes commencing shortly. 
Befrienders Programme—volunteers visiting 
housebound people in our community as well as 
nursing homes. 
Free bus transport to Sunday Mass (10.00am at 
Canossa) - possibly monthly—followed by a shared 
cuppa with the Sisters and other residents. 
If you know of someone who may welcome a regular 
visitor or wish to attend Mass, obviously permission 
will need to be obtained so have a chat with them and 
then advise the Parish Centre of their name, address 
and phone number. 

Diocesan Notices and Events 
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life 

Everyone is invited to Mass with the Bishop and 
Religious of the Diocese at Sacred Heart Cathedral on 
Friday 2 February at 10,00 am. This feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord is the world day to celebrate 
religious life.    

Launch of Project Compassion 

All are invited to the Diocesan Launch of Project 
Compassion 2018 on Tuesday 13 February 9.30am at 
St Joseph’s School Mundingburra in Holy Trinity 
Church.  To RSVP go to goo.gl/i5UqX9 or email 
bortignon1@sjmbtsv.catholic.edu.au by February 6. 

Christmas may still be in the rear-view mirror, 
but Lent is just around the corner. 

Ash Wednesday is 14 February. 

Now is the time to start thinking  
of how you will make this Lenten Season  

a time for personal renewal. 

Some parish possibilities: 

Rosary:  

9.30am each Monday in St Patrick’s Church 

Stations of the Cross:  

5.30pm each Friday in St Patrick’s Church 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

9am to noon each Tuesday in St Paul’s Chapel 

4pm to 5.30pm each Tuesday in St Patrick’s Church 

Holy Hour: 

7.30pm to 8.30pm each Wednesday of Lent, 
beginning 21 February, in St Patrick’s Church 

Small Group Lenten Program 

Reflection and discussion on the coming Sunday 
Gospel in a small group setting. 

9.30am to 11.00am each Tuesday, beginning 13 
February, in Mercy Hall led by Sr Rita. 

7.30pm to 9.00pm each Thursday, beginning 15 
February, in Mercy Hall, led by Fr Vitalis. 

To take part in these programmes, please contact the 
parish office, maximum 11 people, cost $10. 

Upcoming Events 

• Lourdes Induction Mass 31/1, 9.00am 

• Gilroy Santa Maria Induction Mass 1/2, 9.00am 

• Anointing Mass Canossa 5/2, 9.30am 

• Abergowrie Induction Mass 6/2, 9.00am 

• Ash Wednesday 14/2 

• St Peter’s Induction Mass 23/2, 8.45am 

For a Laugh! 

And The Lord Separated His Paper From His Plastics… 
My sister-in-law was teaching Sunday school class. 

The topic for the day: Easter Sunday and the  
resurrection of Christ. “What did Jesus do on this 

day?” she asked. There was no response, so she gave 
her students a hint: “It starts with the letter R.” 

One boy blurted, “Recycle!” 

Requiescant in pace  
Please Pray For:  Noela Devine (died last week), 
Victor Denmar Tampos (Philippines) (died recently), 
Tullia Quabba, Enrico Motti, Maud Amanda Day, Sam 
Di Bella, Arnold Garutti, Salvatore Zappala, Salvatore 
Bonaccorsi, Rosario Di Bartolo, Gregoria Elortegui 
(annivs at this time),  Santo & Giuseppina Contarino, 
Francesca Palmas, Gloria Motti, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, Carlo & Maria Magoni, Elliott Francis 
Mathiesen, Baldo Fanti, Alfia Silvini, 
Alfio Di Giacomo, Deceased members 
Sartoresi & Vella families, Joe Fresta, 
Giuseppa Rapisarda, Deceased members 
Pallanza, Maloney & Battistel families, 
Tony Anese, Pedro & Gary Elortegui 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Rosters 
Counters This Week: 

M Duffy J Busuttin A Duffy D Benedetto T Pallanza 

Counters Next Week: 

J Devietti L Sullivan J Devietti 

Children’s Liturgy: Saturday 3 February 6.00pm 

Russell Andrews & David Pelleri 

Altar Servers 3/4 February : 
Sat 6.00pm: Kate & Jack Butcher 
Sun 8.30am: Madeline Bullock Denae & Bradman Condon 
Sun 7.00pm: Luke Kinbacher 
Organists 3/4 February: 
Sat 6.00pm:  Pam Harris/Paul Cavallaro/Video 
Sun  8.30am: Monica Vitale/video 
Sun 7.00pm: Lynette Di Bella 
Commentators 3/4 February: 

Sat 6.00pm:  Nadine Jorgensen 
Sun 8.30am:  Mariangela Bison 
Sun 7.00pm: Stephen Guazzo  
Readers 3/4 February: 

Halifax: Angie Scott 

Canossa: C/1 Paul Spina 2/3 Mark Spina 

Sat 6.00pm:  1 Andrea Groundwater 2 Paula Hendersen 
   3 Nadine Jorgensen  

Sun 8.30am:  1 Mari Quabba 2 Vince Vitale  
  3 Mariangela Bison 
Sun 7.00pm: 1 Rosalind Guerra 2 Paula Martin  
  3 Stephen Guazzo 

Abergowrie:  Rowan McClelland & Linda McClelland 

Special Ministers 3/4 February: 

Halifax: Lorraine Castles & Julie Rupp 

Canossa: John & Elena Vezzoli 

Sat 6.00pm: Annette Biasi Angie & Mikaela Comas 

Sun 8.30am: Carmel Fazio Viv Garrigon Mario Marbelli 

Sun 7.00pm: Giovanna Melvin Debbie Sartor  

  Christine Timms 

Abergowrie:  Linda McClelland 

 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Andrew Barra, Terry Fenoglio, 

Angie Morris. Paul Hobbs,  
William Bosworth. Dianna Donni 
Bernie Viklund, John Simmonds. 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 


