
Genesis 9:8-15 

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish 
my Covenant with you, and with your descendants 
after you; also with every living creature to be found 
with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: 
everything that came out of the ark, everything that 
lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: 
no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the 
waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy 
the earth again.’ 

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make 
between myself and you and every living creature 
with you for all generations: I set my bow in the 
clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between 
me and the earth. When I gather the clouds over the 
earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall 
the Covenant between myself and you and every 
living creature of every kind. And so the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all things of 
flesh.’ 

Psalm 31  

R./    Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth 
  to those who keep your covenant. 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour.   (R.) 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 
and the love you have shown from of old. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord.  (R.) 

The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once 
for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the 
body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised 
to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the 
spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, 
when Noah was still building that ark which saved 
only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, and 
when God was still waiting patiently, that these 
spirits refused to believe. That water is a type of the 
baptism which saves you now, and which is not the 
washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to God 
from a good conscience, through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s 
right hand, now that he has made the angels and 
Dominations and Powers his subjects.  

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Mark 1:12-15 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he 
remained there for forty days, and was tempted by 
Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels 
looked after him. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. 
There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The 
time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is 
close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 

 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 

and Lenten Gospel Acclamations from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy. 

The
 Living   

 "Many things I have tried to grasp and have lost. That which I have placed in God's hands, I still 
have."  

-Martin Luther  

Attention all Readers & Special  

Ministers of St Patrick’s 
At the entrance to the church you will find a box 
marked “Rosters”.  This contains your new rosters 
and we would be very grateful if you could please 
collect yours and save us the postage which is very 
expensive.   

Your names are listed 
alphabetically by surname and 
have dividers between each 
letter.  These will remain out 
for next weekend as well and if 
you forget to collect this 
weekend you can collect 
during the week also. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT B—FEBRUARY 18 2018  

Thanks to the very many 
parishioners who asked how the 
retreat with the Gilroy Santa Maria 
College students went. Your interest 
in our schools and in our pastoral 
activities is notable. I shared your 
interest with the year 12 students 
when I spoke to them at the end of 
assembly this week. As I have said to 
a number of people, this year’s grade 
12 group was undoubtedly the most 
committed retreat group that I have 
worked with in my 9 and a bit years 
here. It was wonderful to see them 
commit so intently to the experience 
and especially to see them 
participate so beautifully in the 
Mass. As always, I feel very blessed 
by the staff of our College who give 
so much of themselves for the good 
of our students and school. 

Quite a few people have asked for an 
update on the proposed covered 
entry way in front of St Patrick’s 
Church. This went before Council in 
January and a number of questions 
were raised about having an exit 
onto a T-junction. The proposal was 
sent to the Engineering Department 
for comment and clarification. The 
Council meets again at the end of 
February and I have forwarded prior 
correspondence, from 2012, from 
the Engineering Department about 
the appropriateness of the proposal. 
So, we are still at a “wait and see” 
stage. 

We had a great start to the season of 
Lent with our seven celebrations of 

Ash Wednesday over 
the course of a day and 
a half. Thanks to those 
who helped out with 
the organisation of 
these liturgies, 
especially with our school 
communities. I really enjoy the 
Ingham/Lourdes Mass with the 
participation of our St Mary 
MacKillop Kindergarten kids. 

You’ll see inside a seminary update 
with details about Will Brennan who 
spent last year in the house of 
discernment and was accepted, this 
past week, into the seminary to 
begin studies for the priesthood. He 
joins Emene Kelemete who is in his 
final year of formation. Please pray 
for our Townsville seminarians, that 
they come to truly know God’s will 
and are granted the grace to live it. 

During the week, Bishop Tim sent 
out a letter to all priests asking if we 
are “happy in the service”. Ahead of 
our next College of Consultors 
meeting in mid-March, he wants to 
know who would like a change of 
parish. But, more broadly, he wants 
to know how life-giving is our 
ministry for us personally and the 
people we serve. I was happy to 
report that I was “deeply satisfied 
with my current pastoral 
appointment.”  While my placement 
is not up for review for at least 
another 9 months, I reiterated my 
desire to be reappointed 
come November. 

The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest: Fr Damian McGrath     Associate Pastor: Fr Vitalis C Oguh 
Parish Secretary: Pauline Pennisi      Assistant / RE Co-ordinator: Marcella Cantatore 

Bookkeeper/Compliance Officer: Beth Ingegneri          Pastoral Care: Sr Nina Barra 

 PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 4776 2600      parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

 www.inghamcatholic.com facebook.com/inghamcatholic  

Office Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday, 1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday 

The Pastor’s Pen! 
Ingham  
 

Sat 6.00pm  
Sun 8.30am  
Sun 7.00pm  

Halifax  Sun. 7.00am  

Canossa  Sun 10.00am  

Abergowrie  Sun 10.00am  

Sunday Masses 
24/25 February 

Mon 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Tues 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Wed 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Thurs  8.40am Abergowrie  
8.45am St Peter ’s 
Induction Mass  
5.30pm St Patrick ’s 
St Peter’s Chair 

Fri 7.00am St Patrick ’s 

Sat 8.00am St Patrick ’s 

Weekdays 
19 to 24 February 

Rosary 
 

Mon 9.30am in 
St Patrick’s 

Adoration  
of the 
Blessed  
Sacrament  

Tuesday 9am to 
1.00pm St Paul ’s 
Chapel - 
Benediction 
5.15pm in  
St Patrick ’s 

Devotions 

Confessions 

11.00am Saturday  
5.00pm Saturday  



Parish Notices and Events 
Youth Ministry News from Sr Thao 

Youth Ministry of our parish will kick off the year 
with a special event "Paving the way to youth festival" 
on Saturday 3rd March. This is a diocesan youth 
event, thus we will have young people from 
Townsville coming. The festival is for young people 
from grades 11-12 and young adults and if there any 
year 10 who would like to attend please let me know. 
The festival starts at 10 am and will conclude with 
Mass at 6 pm followed by a BBQ.  It is a free event. 
However, I ask donations from adults for cakes and 
sweets for morning and afternoon teas and help to 
organize lunch and BBQ.   

For further information about the event please 
contact me (thaofdcc9@hotmail.com.au) mobile 
0478453647  or go to parish's  website (you can down 
load registration form) or Townsville youth office 
(youth@tsv.catholic.org.au). For those adults who 
feel young at heart and would like to volunteer to 
help out with youth activities, please fill the form 
attached in the brochure.   

Youth program for years 5 -12  will commence in 
March. The program "Formation of the heart" aims to 
help young people to apply and put into perspective 
what they learn from schools and Church. Details of 
the program are in the brochures placed in all the 
parish churches. Please encourage your children and 
grandchildren to attend these programs because the 
vital importance of faith formation often builds a 
sound Christian life. 

Women’s Group Happenings 

The next function of the Women’s Group is the St 
Patrick’s Day Morning Tea on Saturday 17 March. 
There will be a Mass at 9.00am followed by Morning 
Tea @ 10am, (doors will open from 9.30am).  Tickets 
will be on sale at the Parish Office from Monday, 26 
February. Cost is $15.00 per ticket.  We ask 
parishioners to kindly donate prizes to be used in 
cent sale and these donations need to be in at the 
Parish Office by Friday, 9th March.  If you are able to 
help out on the day or do some baking, please contact 
Jeanette Cockburn on 0447720740. 

Next Meeting for the Women’s Group will be at 9am, 
Saturday, 3rd March at 23 Covell Street, Ingham to 
discuss St Patrick’s Day Morning Tea. 

Diocesan Notices and Events 
Be a Good Egg This Easter....  

In 2015, Pope Francis said that “every person ought to 
have the awareness that purchasing is always a moral 
– and not simply an economic – act.”  

Cocoa is a key ingredient of chocolate. Much of the 
chocolate sold in Australia is made using cocoa beans 
picked by children, many of whom have been 
enslaved, or forced to work in exploitative 
conditions. Most of these children have never even 
tasted chocolate.  

To buy slavery-free Easter chocolate look for any of 
these three certification symbols on the wrappers: 
FAIRTRADE, Rainforest Alliance and UTZ.  

 

New Seminarian 

On Sunday 11th of February, 2018 the Holy Spirit 
Seminary in Brisbane, Queensland’s Provincial 
Seminary welcomed seven young men into their 
Priestly Formation program. 

One of the seven, Mr William Brennan, is 
representing the Townsville Diocese. William once 
lived in Charters Towers and is the fourth son of Paul 
and Monica. A few years ago, the family moved to 
Toowoomba and William attended Downlands 
College where he finished high school in 2016 and 
last year he spent the year at Canali House discerning 
his call to the Priesthood. 

After much prayer, William asked for admittance to 
priestly formation from Bishop Tim Harris and was 
accepted. He has joined Townsville’s other 
seminarian Emene Kelemete who is in his 6th year, 
Townsville now has two young men in formation. 

We ask you to pray for Emene and William that they 
continue their journey and will one day return to the 
Diocese as a Priest. 

Devotions for Lent 
Rosary:  

9.30am each Monday in St Patrick’s Church 

Stations of the Cross:  

5.30pm each Friday in St Patrick’s Church 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

9am to noon each Tuesday in St Paul’s Chapel 

4pm to 5.30pm each Tuesday in St Patrick’s Church 

Holy Hour: 

7.30pm to 8.30pm each Wednesday of Lent, 
beginning 21 February, in St Patrick’s Church 

Upcoming Events 

• St Peter’s Induction Mass 22/2, 8.45am 

• Chrism Mass Townsville 13/3, 7.00pm 

• St Patrick’s Day Morning Tea 17/3, 10.00am 

• Catholic Debutante Ball 28/4 

Janaki is a young 
entrepreneur from Nepal, 
who has turned her life 
around. Growing up in a world 
of poverty and disadvantage, 
coupled with a forced 
marriage at the age of twelve, 
she was in a very vulnerable 
position. Even more so when 
her husband died just two 
years into their marriage. 
With the help of a Caritas 
Australia supported program 
she is now running her own successful sewing business 
and has become an inspirational community leader. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and empower 
vulnerable young people like Janaki in Nepal to build a 
just future for themselves, their families and their 
communities.  

Requiescant in pace  
Please Pray For:  Daniel Horn (Townsville), Sarina 
Caruso (Brisbane) (died last week), Felix Scerri, 
Vincenzo Pizzino, Leonildo Fighera, James Cooper, 
Santo Giliberto, John Brezzo, Felix Astorquia, Rosario 
Pavone, Bernardo & Lucia Zaini, Baldo Fanti, Sheila 
Evans (annivs at this time), Brian Woods, 
Venera Fichera, Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, 
Alfia Silvini, Alfio Di Giacomo, Deceased 
members Sartoresi & Vella families, John 
Bovero, Elia Rizzo, Carlo & Maria Magoni, 
Elliott Francis Mathiesen. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Rosters 
Counters This Week: 

P Duffy J Leonardi S Cosentino M & L Castles 

Counters Next Week: 

J Duffy R Doherty P & A Costanzo D Carey 

Children’s Liturgy: Saturday 24 February 6.00pm 

Lawrence & Anna Di Bella 

Altar Servers 24/25 February : 
Sat 6.00pm: Hayden Di Bella Justin Roveglia Roman Grotelli 
Sun 8.30am: Madeliene Bullock Denae & Bradman Condon 
Sun 7.00pm: Sam Timms 
Organists 24/25 February: 
Sat 6.00pm:  Pam Harris/Paul Cavallaro/Video 
Sun  8.30am: Monica Vitale/video 
Sun 7.00pm: Lynette Di Bella/Video 
Commentators 24/25 February: 

Sat 6.00pm: Karen Devietti 
Sun 8.30am: Finie Spina  
Sun 7.00pm: Deborah Tardiani  
Readers 24/25 February: 

Halifax: Joe Rupp & Judy Braithwaite 

Canossa: C/1 Trevor Pallanza 2/3 Marie-V Wherry 

Sat 6.00pm:  1 Peter Sheedy 2 Joan Devietti 3 Karen Devietti 
Sun 8.30am:  1 Lorraine Pietrobon 2 Stefania Rutherford  
  3 Finie Spina 

Sun 7.00pm: 1 Christine Timms 2 Jessica Timms Fill In  
  3 Deborah Tardiani 

Abergowrie:  Diana Brodowska & Eda Vella 

Special Ministers 24/25 February: 

Halifax: Allain Cugola & Elizabeth Castorina 

Canossa: Trevor & Julie Nowak 

Sat 6.00pm: Fred & Nancy Gangemi  John Gollogly 

Sun 8.30am: Carmel Fazio Viv Garrigon Mario Marbelli 

Sun 7.00pm: Lauren Kopeshke Giovanna Melvin  

  Debbie Sartor 

Abergowrie:  Diana Brodowska 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Andrew Barra, Terry Fenoglio, 

Angie Morris, Paul Hobbs,  
William Bosworth, Janine Mahony, 

Bernie Viklund, John Simmonds, 
Bill Peters. 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 

Welcome to a new child of God:  
Courtney Maree Schiappadori 

 baptised this Sunday at St Patrick’s 

All our readings today remind us of the faithfulness of 
God and God’s desire that we participate and be in 
relationship with all creation.  

The second reading from the first letter of St Peter 
highlights Jesus' mission: to lead us to God.  

In the Gospel story of the tempting of Jesus in the desert, 
a version of which is proclaimed every year on this first 
Sunday of Lent, we learn of Jesus'  'stay’ in the 
wilderness. In biblical times the wilderness or the desert 
is often 'code' for a time of searching, even challenge. If 
we think about the desert, we imagine a dangerous place, 
a lonely place where people get lost and confused. The 
wind blows and the whole landscape changes. It is also 
the place where our God who is ever faithful and always 
present speaks into our hearts in the silence and 
loneliness of our own desert experiences.  

The Caritas Australia Project Compassion story this week 
tells us of Janaki. Her story suggests that she too has 
experienced a time of wilderness in her life. She grew up 
in a world of poverty and disadvantage in Nepal and was 
forced to marry at an early age. 

Janaki made a number of choices that put her on the 
path to a better future. She joined a youth club where she 
took part in training and was encouraged to follow her 
dream of having her own sewing business. She took a 
loan from the youth club to purchase her first sewing 
machine and two years on, Janaki is living a life of 
independence and influence. She has 11 sewing 
machines and is running her own business, as well as 
teaching others how to sew. She is considered a role 
model in the community.  

Janaki was committed to following her dream of having 
her own business. With the supportive relationships of 
Caritas Australia's partners, Caritas Nepal and Ekata 
Foundation Surkhet, Janaki gained the confidence and 
the skills that empowered her to support herself and her 
family. In the words of her mother Khima, “due to her we 
are able to live a happy life.”  

The Project Compassion theme is 'A Just Future'. For 
Janaki and others in her community, a just future started 
with empowerment.  

Janaki's story reminds us of the words of Pope Francis 
when speaking to young people he   said, ‘let us not be 
satisfied with a mediocre life. Be amazed by what is true 
and beautiful, what is God.'  


