
Genesis 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18  

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham,’ 
he called.’ Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God 
said ‘your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a 
burnt offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’ 

When they arrived at the place God had pointed out 
to him, Abraham built an altar there, and arranged 
the wood. Then he bound his son Isaac and put him 
on the altar on top of the wood. Abraham stretched 
out his hand and seized the knife to kill his son. 

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven. 
‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he replied. 
‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ the angel 
said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. 
You have not refused me your son, your only son.’ 
Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its 
horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it 
as a burnt offering in place of his son. 

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time 
from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it is the Lord 
who speaks – because you have done this, because 
you have not refused me your son, your only son, I 
will shower blessings on you, I will make your 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the 
grains of sand on the seashore. Your descendants 
shall gain possession of the gates of your enemies. All 
the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by 
your descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’  

Psalm 115:10. 15-19  

R./     I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

I trusted, even when I said: 
‘I am sorely afflicted.’ 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful. (R.) 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: 
I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.) 

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.) 

Romans 8:31-34  

With God on our side who can be against us? Since 
God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to 
benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, 

that he will not refuse anything he can give. Could 
anyone accuse those that God has chosen? When God 
acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? 
No! He not only died for us – he rose from the dead, 
and there at God’s right hand he stands and pleads 
for us.  

Gospel Acclamation 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is 
heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Mark 9:2-10  

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and 
led them up a high mountain where they could be 
alone by themselves. There in their presence he was 
transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white, 
whiter than any earthly bleacher could make 
them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they 
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. 
‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so 
let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; they 
were so frightened. And a cloud came, covering them 
in shadow; and there came a voice from the cloud, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then 
suddenly, when they looked round, they saw no one 
with them any more but only Jesus. 

As they came down from the mountain he warned 
them to tell no one what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead. They observed 
the warning faithfully, though among themselves 
they discussed what ‘rising from the dead’ could 
mean. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 

and Lenten Gospel Acclamations from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy. 

The
 Living   

People are like stained-glass windows. They sparkle and shine when the sun is out, but when 
darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.  

—Elizabeth Kubler-Ross   

Attention all Readers & Special  

Ministers of St Patrick’s 
At the entrance to the church you will find a box 
marked “Rosters”.  This contains your new rosters 
and we would be very grateful if you could please 
collect yours and save us the 
postage which is very costly. 
Your names are listed 
alphabetically by surname and 
have dividers between each 
letter.   

Thank you to those who have 
already collected theirs. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT B—FEBRUARY 25 2018  

On Thursday, I finally finished the 
run of start-of-school-year events with 
the Induction Mass for St Peter’s 
School. This Mass always occurs a 
little bit later than the others as we 
wait for the Feast of the Chair of St 
Peter. It was a lovely Mass and, as 
always, the children participated 
beautifully in the responses and in 
the hymns. 

I did a quick ring around of our 
schools during the week to enquire 
about enrolment numbers. I have to 
write a report for the Priests’ Council 
and wanted a bit of data to slip in to 
what I write. For your information, 
Abergowrie College is sitting at 200 
students, just down on the 205 from 
this time last year. St Peter’s Halifax 
has maintained its end of year 
numbers from last year at 37 
students. This is a big increase on the 
31 students who started last year. 
Gilroy Santa Maria College has 290 
students enrolled which is a 
significant increase over the 275 at the 
beginning of 2017. Finally, Our Lady 
of Lourdes has 287 students which is 
much greater than the 265 students 
from their 2017 start of year census. 
All up, our local Catholic schools have 
43 more students at the beginning of 
this year compared to last. This is a 
7.5% increase year-on-year. Thanks to 
our wonderful school leaders and 
staff for the work they have done, and 
are doing, within our school 
communities. 

We had a wonderful training meeting 
with our new volunteers for the 
Befriending Ministry visitation 

program. Social 
isolation is a serious 
issue within every 
community, even a 
rural community like 
ours. Many seniors, in 
particular, go day-in day-out without 
so much as a phone call or a visit, 
except for their contracted carers. Its 
wonderful that 29 people have 
volunteered to be a part of this 
ministry of outreach. It will, 
undoubtedly, make a significant 
difference in the lives of many of our 
local residents. The response from 
various agencies, from the Hospital to 
BlueCare has been incredibly 
positive. We are already receiving 
“referrals.”  Thanks to Santina Cross 
who has driven this new ministry 
effort. 

Thanks to Sr Rita for her efforts in 
organizing two groups for Lenten 
reflections. I know that she very 
gently encourages a lot of people to 
participate :) The feedback from these 
groups has been very positive and 
everyone seems to find the resource 
we purchased from Wollongong to be 
very helpful.  

There is a big Youth event happening 
next Saturday in our parish, for upper 
high school students and young 
adults. Thanks to Sr Thao and others 
for the work in bringing this together 
at relatively short notice. There is a 
large advertisement about this event 
and other youth happenings inside 
the bulleting again this 
week. 

The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest: Fr Damian McGrath     Associate Pastor: Fr Vitalis C Oguh 
Parish Secretary: Pauline Pennisi      Assistant / RE Co-ordinator: Marcella Cantatore 

Bookkeeper/Compliance Officer: Beth Ingegneri          Pastoral Care: Sr Nina Barra 

 PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 4776 2600      parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

 www.inghamcatholic.com facebook.com/inghamcatholic  

Office Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday, 1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday 

The Pastor’s Pen! 
Ingham  
 

Sat 6.00pm  
Sun 8.30am  
Sun 7.00pm  

Halifax  Sun. 7.00am  

Canossa  Sun 10.00am  

Abergowrie  Sun 10.00am  

Sunday Masses 
3/4 March 

Mon 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Tues 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Wed 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Thurs  8.40am Abergowrie  
5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Fri 7.00am St Patrick ’s 

Sat 8.00am St Patrick ’s 

Weekdays 
26 February to 3 March 

Rosary 
 

Mon 9.30am in 
St Patrick’s 

Adoration  
of the 
Blessed  
Sacrament  

Tuesday 9am to 
1.00pm St Paul ’s 
Chapel - 
Benediction 
5.15pm in  
St Patrick ’s 

Devotions 

Confessions 

11.00am Saturday  
5.00pm Saturday  



Parish Notices and Events 
Youth Ministry News from Sr Thao 

Youth Ministry of our parish will kick off the year 
with a special event "Paving the way to youth festival" 
on Saturday 3rd March. This is a diocesan youth 
event, thus we will have young people from 
Townsville coming. The festival is for young people 
from grades 11-12 and young adults and if there any 
year 10 who would like to attend please let me know. 
The festival starts at 10 am and will conclude with 
Mass at 6 pm followed by a BBQ.  It is a free event. 
However, I ask donations from adults for cakes and 
sweets for morning and afternoon teas and help to 
organize lunch and BBQ.   

For further information about the event please 
contact me (thaofdcc9@hotmail.com.au) mobile 
0478453647  or go to parish's website (you can down 
load registration form) or Townsville youth office 
(youth@tsv.catholic.org.au). For those adults who 
feel young at heart and would like to volunteer to 
help out with youth activities, please fill the form 
attached in the brochure.   

Youth program for years 5 -12  will commence in 
March. The program "Formation of the heart" aims to 
help young people to apply and put into perspective 
what they learn from schools and Church. Details of 
the program are in the brochures placed in all the 
parish churches. Please encourage your children and 
grandchildren to attend these programs because the 
vital importance of faith formation often builds a 
sound Christian life. 

Women’s Group Happenings 

The next function of the Women’s Group is the St 
Patrick’s Day Morning Tea on Saturday 17 March. 
There will be a Mass at 9.00am followed by Morning 
Tea @ 10am, (doors will open from 9.30am).  Tickets 
will be on sale at the Parish Office from Monday, 26 
February. Cost is $15.00 per ticket.  We ask 
parishioners to kindly donate prizes to be used in 
cent sale and these donations need to be in at the 
Parish Office by Friday, 9th March.  If you are able to 
help out on the day or do some baking, please contact 
Jeanette Cockburn on 0447720740. 

Next Meeting for the Women’s Group will be at 9am, 
Saturday, 3rd March at 23 Covell Street, Ingham to 
discuss St Patrick’s Day Morning Tea. 

World Day of Prayer 2018 

On Friday 2nd March 2018, the Ingham District 
Uniting Churches is hosting the Annual World Day of 
Prayer.  The service commences at 9.30am.  Morning 
tea will be served after the service in the hall next 
door to the Uniting Church. 

 

Diocesan Notices and Events 
Chrism Mass 

All are invited to the Chrism Mass on 13th March 
2018 from 7pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral. This is one 
of the most important occasions when we gather as a 
Diocese to express our communion with God and 
each other, and our utter dependence on the grace of 
Christ and the action of the Holy Spirit to do 

whatever God is asking of us.  

 

Be a Good Egg This Easter....  

Pope Francis said that “every person ought to have 
the awareness that purchasing is always a moral – 
and not simply an economic – act.” 

Are you buying chocolate for someone, or to 
contribute to a fundraising hamper to raise money 
for Project Compassion during Lent? Please buy only 
slavery-free chocolate. The International Labor 
Rights Forum (ILRF) estimates that there are 1.5 
million children working in the cocoa sector in West 
Africa. Many of these children have been enslaved, 
or forced to work in exploitative conditions? If you 
buy chocolate featuring one of these three 
certification symbols you will know that production 
of the chocolate is okay. 

To buy slavery-free Easter chocolate look for any of 
these three certification symbols on the wrappers: 
FAIRTRADE, Rainforest Alliance and UTZ.  

Devotions for Lent 
Rosary:  

9.30am each Monday in St Patrick’s Church 

Stations of the Cross:  

5.30pm each Friday in St Patrick’s Church 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

9am to noon each Tuesday in St Paul’s Chapel 

4pm to 5.30pm each Tuesday in St Patrick’s Church 

Holy Hour: 

7.30pm to 8.30pm each Wednesday of Lent, 
beginning 21 February, in St Patrick’s Church 

Upcoming Events 

Rattanak is a skilled young 
barber, living an independent 
life in rural Cambodia. But it 
wasn’t always that way. As a 
child he contracted polio and 
also became deaf. Like many 
people who are deaf or hard of 
hearing, Rattanak faced 
isolation, with a lack of 
opportunity to escape poverty. 
After joining the Deaf 
Development Program run by 
Caritas Australia’s partner, 
Maryknoll Cambodia, his life 
was transformed and he is now supporting himself, his 
wife and baby. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help deaf 
youth in Cambodia to build a just future, and live in 
communities that 
uphold everyone’s 
dignity.  

Requiescant in pace  
Please Pray For:  Sam Pavone, Ignazio Reitano (died 
this week), Ralph Gard (Yamba) (died last week), Leonino 
Bison, Alma Giacobone, Angelo Guarrera, Flaviano 
Antoniutti, Romanina Sartor (annivs at this time), Brian 
Woods, Janice Day, Santo & Giuseppina Contarino, Gloria 
Motti, Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, Angela Lino, 
Alfia Silvini, Carlo Valese, Alfio Di Giacomo, 
Deceased members Sartoresi & Vella 
families, Alfio, Maria, Sarina & Rudi Fichera, 
Elia Rizzo, Carlo & Maria Magoni, Elliott 
Francis Mathiesen, John Brezzo, Felix 
Astorquia, Baldo Fanti, Augustine & Mary 
Cauchi. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Rosters 
Counters This Week: 

J Duffy R Doherty P & A Costanzo D Carey 

Counters Next Week: 

R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti O Marino 

Children’s Liturgy: Saturday 3 March 6.00pm 

Russell Andrews & David Pelleri 

Altar Servers 3/4 March : 
Sat 6.00pm: Justin Roveglia & Roman Grotelli 
Sun 8.30am: Jacob & Georgia Minato 
Sun 7.00pm: Luke Kinbacher 
Organists 3/4 March: 
Sat 6.00pm:  Pam Harris/Paul Cavallaro/Video 
Sun  8.30am: Monica Vitale/video 
Sun 7.00pm: Lynette Di Bella/Video 
Commentators 3/4 March: 

Sat 6.00pm: Youth Festival  - Rostered people not required 
Sun 8.30am: Mariangela Bison  
Sun 7.00pm: Sarina Di Bella  
Readers 3/4 March: 

Halifax: Santina Cross & Gail Neale 

Canossa: C/1 Mark Spina 2/3 Paul Spina 

Sat 6.00pm:  Youth Festival—Rostered people not required 

Sun 8.30am:  1 Mari Quabba 2 Vince Vitale  

  3 Mariangela Bison  
Sun 7.00pm: 1 Denise Barbi 2 Jeanette Cockburn  
  3 Sarina Di Bella 

Abergowrie:  No Roster 

Special Ministers 3/4 March: 

Halifax: George Day & Gail Neale 

Canossa: Peter & Sylvia Poggio 

Sat 6.00pm: Youth Festival—Rostered people not required 

Sun 8.30am: Alex Pietrobon Sam Spina Jean Staples 

Sun 7.00pm: Elvie Giandomenico Mary Girgenti  

  John Kinbacher 

Abergowrie:  No Roster 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Andrew Barra, Terry Fenoglio, 

Angie Morris, Paul Hobbs,  
William Bosworth, Janine Mahony, 

Bernie Viklund, John Simmonds, 
Bill Peters. 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 

Welcome to new children of God:  
Reece Elizabeth Healy 

 baptised this Sunday at St Patrick’s 
and Austin John Neitz 

baptised this Sunday at St Peter’s 
 

The readings invite us to reflect on the transformative 
power of seeing more clearly and listening more 
deeply.  

The love which unites Jesus and the Father is the same 
love which embraces us. 

The readings also point to a call to discernment and a 
desire to learn about the blessings God showers on us. 
St Paul asks the powerful question “With God on our 
side, who can be against us?” When we recognise that 
God is for us we are transformed.  

Rattanak's story featured this week by Caritas 
Australia’s Project Compassion gives us a glimpse into 
a story of courage and transformation. Rattanak is 
twenty-nine and a barber in the village of Poh Krom in 
south-eastern Cambodia. From fever and becoming ill 
with polio as a child, Rattanak has some difficulty 
walking and is profoundly deaf. Emerging from an 
isolated world at home in his early twenties, he gained 
skills at the Caritas supported Deaf Development 
Program. He can now use sign language to 

communicate and is now running a successful 
business, supporting himself, his wife and their new 
baby. 

The program has been one of transformation for 
Rattanak. He can now understand and see the world in 
a whole new way. For Rattanak and other young 
people in his community, ‘a just future’ started with 
community.  

Listening to the scriptures today and to Rattanak's 
story of transformation has the power to transform us. 
We can be partners in working for a just future for 
everyone.  

 


