
Zephaniah 3:14-18 

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 
Israel, shout aloud! 
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 
daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has repealed your sentence; 
he has driven your enemies away. 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 
you have no more evil to fear. 
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: 
Zion, have no fear, 
do not let your hands fall limp. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, 
a victorious warrior. 
He will exult with joy over you, 
he will renew you by his love; 
he will dance with shouts of joy for you 
as on a day of festival. 

Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6 

R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 

Truly, God is my salvation, 
I trust, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord is my strength, my song, 
he became my saviour. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. R. 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 
Declare the greatness of his name. R. 

Sing a psalm to the Lord 
for he has done glorious deeds, 
make them known to all the earth! 
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

Philippians 4:4-7 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, 
what I want is your happiness. Let your tolerance be 
evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no 
need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for 
it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that 
peace of God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in 
Christ Jesus. 

Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

Luke 3:10-18 

When all the people asked John. 'What must we do?' he 
answered, 'If anyone has two tunics he must share with the 
man who has none, and the one with something to eat 
must do the same.' There were tax collectors too who came 
for baptism, and these said to him, 'Master, what must we 
do?' He said to them, 'Exact no more than your rate.' Some 

soldiers asked him in their turn, 'What about us? What 
must we do?' He said to them, 'No intimidation! No 
extortion! Be content with your pay!' 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who 
were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, 'I baptise you with water, 
but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful 
than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; 
he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will 
burn in a fire that will never go out.' As well as this, there 
were many other things he said to exhort the people and to 
announce the Good News to them. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 

and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia 

and Gospel Verses, and Lenten Gospel Acclamations from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy. 

The
 Living   

“Jesus did not come to make God’s love possible, but to make God’s love visible.”  
 

—Author unknown   

Grateful thanks from Sr Nina 

Sincere and heartfelt thanks to all of you for  
making my Diamond Jubilee such a wonderful 
and memorable occasion.  I will never forget it 
and will certainly ask the Lord to bless each one of 
you.  Thanks again for everything. Special thanks 
also to the organising committee, Fr Damian and 
the Tokelauns. 

As the year draws to a close, I would 
like to express my thanks to the very 
many people who make our parishes as 
wonderful as they are. 

Thanks to Fr Vitalis for being a 
wonderful assistant. His time with us is 
drawing to a close. I had hoped to have 
news to share with you before this last 
long-form newsletter. Having 
completed three years with us, it is time 
for him to move on. This past year, in 
particular, I have been consumed with 
the very many other tasks I have to do 
as Director of Clergy Life and Ministry 
for the diocese, as Director of Emene’s 
formation in the diocese, and simply 
with the governance of three parishes 
and four schools. Fr Vitalis has more 
than ably stepped into the gaps.  

Thanks to Pauline, Chella and Beth for 
their help in the administration of our 
parishes. I know there are still some 
people who wonder what they do all 
day. Some even think they just sit 
around drinking cappuccinos. Their 
contribution is not recognized often 
enough: producing Sunday bulletins 
and powerpoints; producing funeral 
booklets and powerpoints; paying bills; 
producing certificates; proof-reading 
wedding booklets; updating facebook 
and the parish website; answering an 
unending stream of phone calls; 
helping the many parishioners who 
walk in off the street; ensuring 
compliance in an ever increasingly 
regulatory environment; and on it goes. 
Marcella also co-ordinates our 
sacramental preparation, our State 
School RE and Children’s Church, and 
helps with the enormous tasks related 

The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

The Pastor’s Pen! 

Ingham  
 

Sat 6.00pm  
Sun 8.30am  
Sun 7.00pm  

Halifax  Sun 7.00am  

Canossa  Sun 10.00am  

Abergowrie  Sun 10.00am  

Sunday Masses 
22/23 December 

Weekdays 
17 to 22 Dec 

Rosary In recess 

Adoration  
of the 
Blessed  
Sacrament  

Tuesday 9am to 
1.00pm St Paul ’s 
Chapel - 
5.15pm  
No Benediction  

Devotions 

Confessions 

11.00am Saturday  
5.00pm Saturday  

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest: Fr Damian McGrath     Associate Pastor: Fr Vitalis C Oguh 

Seminarian in Residence:  Emene Kelemete 
Parish Secretaries: Pauline Pennisi  &  Marcella Cantatore (also RE Co-ordinator) 

Bookkeeper/Compliance Officer: Beth Ingegneri 
Pastoral Care: Sr Nina Barra                      Senior Adult Ministry  : Santina Cross 

 PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 4776 2600      
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

 www.inghamcatholic.com facebook.com/inghamcatholic  

Office Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday, 1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday 

Third Sunday of Advent  C  – 16 Dec. 2018  

Mon 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Tues 5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Wed 5.30PM St Patrick’s 

Thurs  5.30pm St Patrick ’s 

Fri 7.00am St Patrick ’s 

Sat 8.00am St Patrick ’s 

to running 
mission trips. I 
know they spend 
a lot of time 
worrying what 
my next idea will 
be and how 
much time it will 
take. 
Unfortunately, I 
cannot accompany my thanks with 
any promises about slowing down. 

Thanks to all those who help out 
around the office when needed. This 
year, nine ladies have been of special 
help to us while Pauline has taken 
long-service leave and then started 
using up outstanding holiday leave. 
Your assistance has been very much 
appreciated. Also, thanks to Deb and 
Mary for looking after the banking, to 
our many collection counters, and to 
those who fold our bulletins every 
Friday (the Bulletin Babes). 

Thanks to Mary Rosse our 
housekeeper who keeps food in the 
fridge, irons our albs, empties our 
bins, and cleans our floors. 

Thank you to Sr Nina for your 
continued oversight of our care for the 
sick and aged and for your presence 
within our parishes. It was a true 
delight to celebrate your 60th Jubilee 
this year and give thanks to God with 
and for you. Thank you to all those 
who regularly take communion to 
over one hundred of our parishioners 
either at home or in one of our 
nursing homes and thanks to our 

(Continued on page 2) 



the three parish cars; doctors and chemists who assist 
with our occasional medical needs; Ingham Dry Cleaning 
who help with our vestments. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated. 

Of course, there are many more businesses who help us 
either through the occasional discount (small or large) or 
through simply excellent and speedy service. We try to 
support as many local businesses as we can, to give back 
to the community which keeps our parishes going. I am 
mindful of the struggle of our local business houses and 
encourage people to shop local. 

Thanks to Emene for joining the team and giving us the 
occasional weekend off homily preparation. 

Thank you all and a Blessed Christmas to all 
our parishioners and your families. 

Parish Notices and Events 
Wanted for Christmas Masses in Ingham 

We will require Commentators/Prayer of the Faithful, 
readers and special ministers at our Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Masses in Ingham.  If you can assist us 
please call the parish office or email us with what you 
can do and which Mass you will be attending.  Many 
thanks in anticipation. 

Our Giving Tree 

Ingham Catholic Parishes 
together with Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre 
are collecting items for the 
HCSC Back to School Program 
to help local families in need 
at the start of the school year through the provision of 
essential school supplies. Boxes will be placed under 
the trees in each of our churches.  

1/2 December: HB pencils, colour pencils,  

8/9 December: Textas, felt pens, highlighters 

15/16 December: Ink Pens (blue, red, black), Glue 
Sticks, USB sticks 

22/23 December: Rulers, erasers, pencil sharpeners, 
pencil cases 

29/30 December: Lunchbox, water bottles, ice bricks 

5/6 January: Ream/s of photocopy paper, box tissues 

2019 Columban Calendars 

The 2019 Columban Calendars are now available at The 
Paper Shop, Cartwright Street.  Cost $12.95 each. 

Anniversary Masses for January 

Please note that brief form newsletters will be pre-
published for the first few weeks of January. If you 
would like names for anniversary Masses included in 
newsletters up to the weekend of 13 January, these will 
need to be submitted to the parish office by midday 
Wednesday 19 December. 

Knights of the Southern Cross 2019 Calendar 

The Knights of the Southern Cross, Townsville are 
again selling 2019 Calendars for $10 each.  Money 
raised will support charity.  Calendars will be available 
at each Mass and also at the Parish Office.  Should 
there be no calendars on display and you wish to 
purchase one, please contact the Parish Office and 
leave your details.  This year’s calendar has photos of  
remaining churches in the diocese. 

wonderful hospital visitors who ensure that those in our 
local hospital have someone say hello to them a couple 
of times every week. 

Thanks to Santina for expanding our activities for senior 
parishioners and community members. Thanks to those 
who have joined our befriending program and visit 
isolated seniors each week, to those who offer transport 
assistance on our monthly bus run for Sunday Mass and 
for special community events, to those who have cut 
material for shopping bags or wielded knitting needles 
for prayer shawls.  

Thank you to Srs Rita and Thao for your ministry at 
Canossa Home. Thanks Sr Rita for the faith growth 
programs you have led throughout this year (Lent, bible 
study, and Advent) and to Sr Thao for your work with our 
youth. Thank you also to Vera, Christine and Paula who 
have worked as a team to offer faith opportunities for 
our youth and have been behind the success of our 
Youth Masses and much more.  Thank you to our many 
State School Religious Education catechists, those who 
prepare our children and their families for the 
sacraments, and those overseeing the process of adults 
becoming Catholic. 

Thank you to the leadership, teachers and support staff 
at St Mary MacKillop Early Learning Centre (ELC), Our 
Lady of Lourdes Primary School, St Peter’s Catholic 
Primary School, Gilroy Santa Maria College, and St 
Teresa’s College Abergowrie. Our day-care, kindy and 
schools are truly the heart of our parishes. Catholic 
education is my great passion. I am so proud of how well 
our ELC and schools are going. This is due to our 
wonderful staff. Thanks also to the many parents who 
serve on Boards and P&Fs  who volunteer throughout 
the year. Your commitment to building up our schools 
makes a real difference not just in the lives of your own 
children but of children throughout our district. 

There are many people in our parish who are committed 
to the good fruit of good works in our parishes and 
beyond: the adult supporters of the Missionaries of the 
Poor who work so hard for the “poorest of the poor” in 
the Philippines; members of the Knights of the Southern 
Cross and the St Patrick’s Parish Women’s Group who 
support every parish venture and many community 
groups; and members of the local conference of SVDP 
and the many volunteers who assist them in the shop. 

Sunday and weekday Masses never just happen. There 
are people who launder the linens, clean our churches 
and set up for every Mass, regular organists and extra 
musicians and choirs for special events, readers, special 
ministers, children’s liturgy leaders and altar servers, 
those who organise our rosters, and those who decorate 
our churches and chapels so mindfully for every feast 
and season. 

Thanks to the members of our three Parish Councils and 
St Patrick’s Finance Council who have given me 
invaluable advice and support throughout this year. 

Thanks to the many people who are regular financial 
contributors to our parishes. We are so blest to have over 
three hundred parishioners who have  committed to 
regular financial support of the works of our parishes. 
You are the ones who truly keep the doors of our 
Churches open on a weekend and ensure that someone 
is in the office to answer the phones. 

Thanks to Sam and Victor who are the most 
extraordinary handymen a parish priest could ever have 
and for the other men who occasionally give a hand 
around the place. Thanks to those who keep the grounds 
of St Peter’s looking so good. 

A few local businesses/professionals offer us great 
assistance: local accountants who oversee our books or 
perform our annual audits; mechanics who look after 

Requiescant in pace  
Please Pray For: Margaret (Marge) Authurs (died 
this week), Alfio Di Giacomo, Mario  & Maria 
Origliasso, Lucia Cantatore, Gino Falcomer, Isabel 
Lee, Edward Kopeshke, Dante Giacobone, Mark 
Ciavarella (annivs at this time), Bruna Mason, 
Sinforosa Accornero, Janice Day, Gina Lamari, 
Deceased members Sartoresi & Vella families, Alfia 
Silvini, Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, Baldo Fanti, 
Rupert, Nellie & Nicholas Lee, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Ada Rotondo, 
Antonio Spampinato, Giuseppe & Angela 
Cavaliere, Alfio Salvatore Russo, Filippo 
Caristi, Bruna Mason, John Bovero. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Rosters 
Counters This Week: 

M Duffy J Busuttin D Benedetto T Pallanza 

Counters Next Week: 

J Devietti L Sullivan J Devietti 

Altar Servers 22/23 December: 
Sat 6.00pm: Kate & Jack Butcher 
Sun 8.30am: Denae Condon & Ruby McPherson 
Sun 7.00pm: Trista Kopeshke 
Organists 22/23 December: 
Sat 6.00pm:  Paul Cavallaro/Palma Harris/Video 
Sun  8.30am: Monica Vitale/Video 
Sun 7.00pm: Lynette Di Bella/Video 
Commentators 22/23 December: 

Sat 6.00pm: Linda Pisano 
Sun 8.30am: Lidia Marbelli 
Sun 7.00pm: Virginia Scovazzi 

Readers 22/23 December: 

Halifax: Santina Cross & Gail Neale 

Canossa: C/1 Rita Melara 2/3  Isabella Melara 
Sat 6.00pm:  1 Michael Pisano 2 Rita Martin 3 Linda Pisano 
Sun 8.30am:  1 Diane Giliberto 2 June Leonardi 
   3 Lidia Marbelli 
Sun 7.00pm: 1 Emma Panzenbock 2  David Pelleri  
  3 Virginia Scovazzi  
Abergowrie:  Eva & Tom Duffy 
Special Ministers 22/23 December: 
Halifax: Robyn Neitz & Betty Mahony 

Canossa: Trevor & Julie Nowak 

Sat 6.00pm: Brian & Jenny Olivero Carmel Sorbello 

Sun 8.30am: Madeliene D’Urso Carmel Fazio Rita Fontana 

Sun 7.00pm: Mary Girgenti Lauren Kopeshke  

  John Kinbacher (Fill-In) 

Abergowrie:  Tom Duffy 

 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Terry Fenoglio, Roger Wall,  

Angie Morris, William Bosworth, 
Patrick Leonardi, Janine Mahony, 

Bernie Viklund,  
Aley Kunnathumadappallil,  

Paul McLennan, Marlon Chiong, 
Jess Chiong, Liam Devietti 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 

Welcome to new children of God:  
Millie Kate Mostachetti & 

Brody Dylan Giuffrida 
 baptised this Sunday at St Patrick’s  

Reconciliation Times for Christmas 

St Patrick’s, Ingham 

Wednesday 19 December – 12.30pm & 7.00pm 

Thursday 20 December – 12.30pm & 7.00pm 

Saturday 22 December – 11.00am & 5.00pm 

St Peter’s, Halifax  

Sunday 23 December 8.00am  

Plates for collection from Sr Nina’s dinner 

Anyone who did not collect their plates after 
 Sr Nina’s celebration, please call at the Parish Office 
early next week to collect them before the office 
closes next Friday. 


