
 

 



Fr Damian McGrath is a Brisbane 
priest “on loan” to the Diocese of 

Townsville. He has just completed 
his tenth year in the parish. He says 
that he is always wonderful and that 
the Hinchinbrook region is paradise. 
As well as being Parish Priest of the 
three parishes in this district, he is 

the Clergy Life and Ministry Director 
for the Diocese, serves on the Priests’ 

Council and College of Consultors. 

Fr Vitalis C Oguh is a priest of the 
Diocese of Townsville. He arrived in 
Australia from his home country of 

Nigeria in 2012 to complete his 
seminary formation and was 

ordained a priest in 2014. His time 
among us is coming to an end. In 
February, only a couple of weeks 

after returning from annual leave, he 
will take up the position of Parish 

Priest of Deeragun Parish. 

Marcella began working for the 
parish as Religious Education and 

Sacramental Preparation 
Coordinator in 2011.  Soon 

afterwards, Marcella also took on the 
role of Assistant Secretary. Marcella’s 

job has grown considerably. She 
continues to look after all of our 

children’s ministries, our Sunday 
liturgies, and special projects like the 

Mission Trip. 

Beth started working for our parishes 
just over a year ago. She took over the 

bookkeeping role from Pauline and 
the new role of compliance officer 

for our parishes. The area of 
compliance is an every expanding 

one, concerned with everything from 
Workplace Health and Safety to 

Privacy legislation. With Beth’s help 
we are finally dotting every “i’ and 

crossing every “t”. 

Santina Cross began working for our 
parishes at the beginning of this year 
to respond to the needs of seniors in 
our community. Santina has worked 

for over twenty years in the aged 
care industry. Santina has been an 
active member of both St Patrick’s 

parish and St Peter’s Parish 
throughout her adult life. She is 
currently treasurer of St Peter’s 

Parish Pastoral Council. 

Emene is the oldest of ten children of 
a family that originates in Tokelau 

(an island group in the Pacific). After 
working in carpentry, he entered the 

Seminary in 2013. This year, he 
joined us to complete his formation 
for Ordination first to the Diaconate 
and then to the Priesthood. His time 

here has been spent working on 
preaching and on other parish 

ministries. 

Pauline has been the Parish Secretary 
since her daughter Daniella began 

school in 1987. Apparently, she came 
in just to give Father Ferlazzo a hand. 

She has never left. In 2009, she was 
granted the award Pro Ecclesia et 

Pontefice (for church and Pontiff) for 
her dedication to parish life and 

ministry. At Easter  time, this year, 
Pauline will enter into a new stage of 

life, a well deserved retirement. 

Sr Nina celebrated her Diamond 
Jubilee as a Sister of Mercy on 8 
December this year. After a long 

career in education, culminating in 
15 years as Principal of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Sr Nina began working in 
the area of pastoral ministry to the 
sick and aged. Sr Nina coordinates 

communion to the housebound and 
is a frequent visitor to the sick in 

hospital. 
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The Parish Offices are situated in the old 
convent, on the corner of Abbott and 
McIlwraith Streets, Ingham. 

Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday,  
1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday. 

PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 

07 4776 2600       

parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

www.inghamcatholic.com   
facebook.com/inghamcatholic 

Baptisms are celebrated almost 
every Sunday in St Patrick’s 
Church at 11.30am. Baptisms are 
celebrated on Sundays in St 
Peter’s Church, St Teresa’s Church 
and Canossa Chapel on request.  

To make the experience as personal as possible, 
only two children are baptised in a single 
ceremony. When necessary, we will schedule 
another ceremony at 12.15pm. 

One Godparent must be a confirmed Catholic 16 
years or older. All other “godparents” must be 
baptised. 

Ingham parishioners having their first child 
baptised are requested to make an appointment to 
meet the priest within two weeks of the baptism. 
Those who are parishioners elsewhere will need to 
contact their home parish to attend baptism 
preparation. 

Weddings are celebrated in our 
churches and chapels on every 
Saturday of the year except for the 
Saturday prior to Easter.  

Bookings are taken up to eighteen 
months ahead of the ceremony. 
Couples are then requested to 
contact the parish three months prior for 
completing the paperwork and preparing the 
ceremony.  

Wherever possible, couples are strongly 
encouraged to prepare for married life and not 
simply to prepare for a wedding day. 

Arrangements for the time and 
place of funerals are made during 
the first meeting with your 
funeral director. They will contact 
us to confirm availability.  

Following this, the family visits 
the parish office to prepare the funeral ceremony. 

Some families prepare funerals in advance, 
together with their dying loved one. Feel free to 
contact the parish office at any time in this regard. 
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Families of children who have 
reached seven years of age, i.e. in 
grade 2 at school, are invited to 
prepare for the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation, Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion every year 
in St Patrick’s Parish and every second year in St 
Peter’s Parish. If you have a child who is not in 
grade two, who you would like to complete the 
sacraments, please phone the parish office so that 
an invitation can be sent for the next programme. 

A parent or grandparent is required to attend 
preparation sessions with the children before each 
sacrament (5 times for Reconciliation, 4 times for 
Confirmation and 5 times for First Holy 
Communion).  It is the parents responsibility, as 
first educators of their children in the faith, to 
ensure that they are ready for the sacraments. 

During the Saturday evening mass 
at St Patrick’s, children are invited 
to attend children’s Liturgy of the 
Word. They will hear the readings 
in their own language, share their 
thoughts on the Good News, and 
undertake a brief activity to demonstrate their 
understanding. Children return to the church at the 
time of the Offertory. 

Mass is celebrated six times every Sunday through-
out our parishes and district. 

Ingham Saturday 6.00pm 
  Sunday 8.30am 
  Sunday 7.00pm 

Halifax  Sunday 7.00am 

Abergowrie Sunday 10.00am 

Canossa  Sunday 10.00am 

Mass is celebrated almost every day of the year in St 
Patrick’s Church in Ingham. Times vary according 
to our parish calendar. Please check the latest 
Sunday newsletter for Masses in the coming week. 

If you would like Mass offered for a special 
intention—for someone who has died recently; on 
the anniversary of a death; for the special intentions 
of a loved one—please contact the parish office. 

One of our First Holy Communion groups from 2018 
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Religious Instruction is offered at 
every State School in our district. 
At Ingham State School, 
Abergowrie State School, and 
Victoria Plantation State School, we offer lessons in 
the Catholic faith. At the other State Primary 
Schools, we work with a multi-denominational 
team for religious education. 

Our four Schools and our Early Learning Centre are 
the heart of our parish work and ministry. To the 
left are contact details for St Mary MacKillop Early 
Learning Centre.  Our four schools feature on p 12.  

Find information on upcoming events, view photos 
of parish and school gatherings, be inspired by the 
wisdom of the saints; laugh at the antics of Father 
Flood….  

Dates and times of all funerals in the parish are 
posted as soon as they are in the calendar.  
(All funeral times are also published on our parish 
website: inghamcatholic.com)  

At least six times a year, the voices and musicians 
of St Teresa’s Abergowrie and Gilroy Santa Maria 
College unite to lead us in worship at a Sunday 
Night 7.00pm Mass. They have consistently wowed 
the congregation with their enthusiasm and their 
ever evolving talent. 

Youth are invited to gather from 6.00pm to gather 
in Mercy Hall for pizza and fun activities. Keep 
your eyes on the parish and school Facebook pages. 

Staff of our four Catholic Schools gathered for the 
annual start of year Mass before the school year begins. 
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A team of twenty parishioners are 
scheduled to visit the hospital twice a 
week. They wander the hospital 
offering a smile and a listening ear. 
They are able to inform the parish of 
any parishioners in need of a visit by the priest. 

Sr Nina visit the hospital twice a week with Holy 
Communion. 

The Befriending Ministry is a lay 
pastoral care program with specially 
trained volunteers entering into a 
caring relationship with others at 
times of special need by visiting with 
them and bringing social, emotional and spiritual 
support. The Befriender’s Ministry aims to support 
vulnerable adults currently living in their homes or 
in residential care facilities, who are isolated with 
limited social contact with others and who may be 
experiencing a period of loss or change in their 
lives. The program also aims to provide support for 
care givers and relieving them periodically, thereby 
helping the caregiver to maintain their own health. 
If you, or someone you know requires this support, 
ask their permission, then contact the Parish office 
and the Coordinator will follow up. 

Bus transport to monthly Sunday 
Mass at Canossa Chapel, Canossa 
Home, Trebonne is available to 
people living in the Ingham area. 
The chosen Sunday is usually the last 
Sunday of the month. The bus collects the person 
from their home, transports to Canossa for Mass, 
followed by shared cuppa with the Sisters and 
residents and subsequently returns them to their 
home. Bookings are essential so please contact 
Parish office to secure a seat on the bus.  

Very often, senior members of our 
community are unable to access 
community events due to various issues impacting 
on their health and wellbeing. These may be people 
who live alone, are isolated and no longer able to 
drive. Consequently, as well as the transport to 
monthly Sunday Mass, access and transport to 
attend events across the region is offered. We are 
able to tap into mainstream community events e.g. 
Morning Melodies, NAIDOC and Seniors Week 
celebrations as well as Parish events and functions. 
Transport to these is provided by either our bus or 
alternatively by our valued volunteer visitors. 
Please contact Parish office to speak to the 
Coordinator regarding the events and activities you 
may wish to attend. 

Every week, over one hundred of our 
senior parishioners receive 
communion in their own home or in 
a nursing home. Just because they 
are no longer able to attend Mass 
does not mean that they can no longer receive the 
gift of our Lord in the Eucharist.  

Some of our senior parishioners receive 
communion from family members after Sunday 
Mass. Other senior parishioners receive 
communion during the week from one of our 
volunteers. If you know of someone who is no 
longer able to attend Mass but would appreciate 
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office. 
We will make contact with them and organise a 
time to visit. 

Ministers of Holy Communion 
attend BlueHaven every Monday 
and the Palms ever Wednesday to 
visit residents. On the second 
Monday of each Month, Mass is 
celebrated at BlueHaven. On the Second 
Wednesday of each month, Mass is celebrated at 
the Palms. 

As a Catholic facility, Canossa Home offers a truly 
catholic (holistic) pastoral care. Residents are able 
to participate in Mass each Sunday and special 
Feast Days and are offered communion twice a 
week. Rosary is prayed every day. Thanks to the 
return of the Canossian Sisters, someone is present 
when residents are approaching death and are able 
to accompany them and their families as they 
prepare to meet the Lord. 

Residents of our three nursing 
homes are anointed during Mass 
every second month. The Mass of 
Anointing at Canossa is advertised in 
the parish newsletter and is open to 
all. 

Please do not hesitate to call the parish office for an 
anointing prior to a major operation or for 
someone who is sick in hospital. You are strongly 
encouraged to not wait until it is too late. 
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the third floor of this 
facility (which is still 
a work in progress). 
As a direct result, 30 
children have been 
housed and a further 
30 women will soon 
be offered free 
accommodation. 

Our adults who have 
been on Mission 
have banded together 
as a supporters group 
to raise funds 
through walk-a-thons 
and an annual 
Charity Gold Day.  

Mary MacKillop Parish in Townsville 
runs a program to assist men and 
women as they leave our prison 
system.  They provide them with essentials to help 
them through the first few days of their release: 
towels; shampoo; deodorant; soap; etc.  

We regularly invite parishioners to contribute to 
this project. We especially encourage people to 
collect shampoo, conditioner, and soap when on 
holidays and to bring these to the parish offices.  

Members of the Saint Vincent de 
Paul offer a hand up to people 
experiencing hardships while 
respecting their dignity, sharing our 
hope and encouraging them to take 
control of their own destiny.  

The Conference itself is composed of members of 
our parish communities. Our parishes support 
them by collecting dozens of blankets during the 
winter months to assist refugee and migrant 
families. 

The shop is open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 
3.30pm and Saturdays until midday (re-opening on 
2 January).   

Goods for donation can be taken  directly to the 
store during opening hours (rather than using the 
bins). 

Care of others and the 
love of knitting and 
crochet have been 
combined into a 
prayerful ministry to 
reach out to those in need 
of comfort and solace. A 
group of like minded 
ladies meet on the first Friday morning of the 
month at the rear of Mercy Hall, Abbott Street, 
Ingham, to share their prayers, talents, and stories 

Every year during the 
Advent/Christmas season, 
our parish communities 
collaborate with 
Hinchinbrook Community 
Support Centre in running a 
giving tree program to assist local families with the 
cost of returning to school.   

Last year, we assisted 26 families, with 56 children 
between them (28 of primary school age and 28 of 
secondary school age), with their return to 
schooling. Items such as pencils and felt pens, glue 
sticks and lunch boxes are brought in by 
parishioners and placed under our tree each week 
of the season.  

Every year, our parishes support the international 
efforts of the Catholic Church in poverty relief, 
crisis response and community development 
through its agencies of Caritas International and 
Catholic Missions. Through the Lenten giving 
program of Project Compassion, where 
parishioners either make a small sacrifice every 
week or collect small coins in a money box, and in 
our October collection for Catholic Missions, our 
parishioners contribute over $10,000 a year to help 
our brothers and sisters in need throughout the 
world. 

Since 2011, our parishes have been 
partnering with the Missionaries of 
the Poor in Naga City and Manila, 
the Philippines, in their work of 
assisting the poorest of the poor. 
Almost every year, a group of 
parishioners, either high school 
students or adults, travels to the Philippines to 
assist in their care facilities for severely and 
multiply disabled children and abandoned adults, 
to build a home for a family, and to personally 
distribute food to the hungry. 

Our contributions have helped to build the first 
floor of the care facility in Manila and to construct 

Outreach 
Fr Damian on mission  
in September this year. 
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F 
or well over one hundred years, the Catholic Church has been at the centre of the spiritual life of the 
people of the Herbert River district. It continues to play an important, if not central, role in the lives of 
the majority of the residents of our region.  

Over ten percent of the people in our region attend one of our churches or 
chapels at least once a month on a Sunday to offer God the thanks which is 
his due or to seek his assistance. Thousands more rely on our churches and 
schools for the celebration of important milestones in their journey and for 
the education of their children. Through our pastoral programs: the sick are 
visited; the grieving are supported; young children are taught the love of 
God; and our youth are called and challenged.  

All of this is only 
possible because of the 
generosity of 
generations of faith-
filled parishioners  
who have contributed 
their time, their 
talents, and their 
treasure.  

Please consider 
becoming a regular 
contributor to our 
parish works. Sow a 
seed today that will 
bear fruit for 
generations to come. 

November 1914: The foundation stone for the Convent  
(now parish offices and presbytery) was laid. 

Our women’s group organises 
social events throughout the year. 
Its main two functions are a Saint 
Patrick’s Day Morning Tea and a Spring Afternoon 
Tea. The ladies also assist with parish functions 
such as fundraisers for Relay for Life, the Report 
Night for our school Mission Trips, and most 
recently Sr Nina’s Diamond Jubilee supper. Funds 
raised at these events help both the parish and a 
variety of charitable and youth causes. 

In recent years, they have supported our school 
Mission Trip, the nine students who attended the 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival, St Patrick’s 
Angels Relay for Life team, Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre for its Women’s 
Shelters and its community bus, Meals on Wheels 
and Ingham Palliative Care. 

as they knit and crochet shawls or knee rugs for 
people in the community who may be undergoing 
medical procedures; as a comfort after a loss, 
during bereavement, during an illness/recovery. 
Beginners are more than welcome as the ladies are 
only to eager to pass on their skills and techniques. 
Contributions of wool are much appreciated. 

For a number of years, our 
parishioners have banded 
together to support the 
Queensland Cancer 
Council in funding 
research and patient support. While our team 
always does very well on the costume and tent 
competition, most importantly it has been one of 
the largest fund-raisers over these past several 
years.  

The 2018 St Patrick’s Angels outfitted for this year’s 
Egyptian theme. 

Members of our Women’s Group dressed in green  
for our St Patrick’s Day Morning tea this year. 
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With the departure 
of Pauline Pennisi at the 
end of March this year, 
we have been blessed 
with the availability of 
Julie Nowak to take on 
the challenge of working 
as one of our parish 
secretaries. Julie will 
begin to learn the ropes 
when our offices re-
open in mid-January. 

Fr Vitalis joined us in 
February 2016 following two 
years of service to the 

Cathedral Parish. He has been a wonderful worker 
in the harvest of the Lord here in the Hinchinbrook 
Region. Having served five years as an Assistant 
priest, it is now time for him to take up the mantle 
of leading a parish community. He will take up his 
new appointment as Administrator of Deeragun 
Parish on Monday 18 February. We will formally 
farewell him following the Saturday evening mass 
on 16 February. 

Sr Thao joined the Canossian 
community at Trebonne in the 
second half of 2017. For a while, 
she also assisted in our parishes 
with youth ministry and her 
presence on the Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival trip was 
greatly appreciated by the 9 
students who went along.  

Sr Thao has been an unfailingly 
energetic presence around the 
place. We wish her all the best 
into the future. 

Every year, we select a prayer from the rich 
tradition of Catholic prayers to make our own for 
the year. It is prayed to conclude the Prayers of the 
Faithful at every Mass. This year, we will be 
praying St Ignatius of Loyola’s prayer for 
generosity. Prayer cards are available in all 
churches so that you can unite your personal 
prayers with our communal prayer.  

There are many ways in which you can share your 
gifts and talents, or simply just your time, within 

our parish communities.  

Help out with our ministries for children and 
seniors, with worship or administration. 

Simply call the Parish Office  
to register your availability. 



10 

 



11 

 

a 7.5% increase in student enrolments compared 
to last year. Each of our parish schools (i.e. 
excluding Abergowrie) has experienced a 
significant increase in numbers over the course 
of the year. The stand out is St Peter’s Halifax 
which ended the year at 56 students, which is 19 
more than it started with and well over double 
what it had 4 years ago.  

 All up, we finish the year with over 40% of the 
students in the district enrolled in one of our 
three parish schools, again excluding 
Abergowrie. This is twice the national average 
for Catholic School enrolments.  

 The start of the school year also meant the start 
of Debutante Ball practices. This year we had an 
incredible 29 Debutantes in preparation. 
Thankfully, they were the quickest group to ever 
learn the dance moves. 

 As with each year, I went to the tablelands to lead 
the grade 12s from Gilroy Santa Maria in their 
annual retreat. This is always a great privilege as 
we guide the students to making the most out of 
their final year of schooling. On my return, I 
reported to the parish that this was the most 
committed retreat group I have worked with 
during my time here. 

 Lent came early this year and the season was 
filled with opportunities for faith development. 
Sr Rita ran two Lenten programs, one in the 
parish meeting room and one at Canossa. 

 Senior Adult Ministry began in earnest this year 
with the institution of a number of programs that 
are described earlier in this bulletin: befriending 
ministry for isolated or lonely seniors; monthly 
transport to Mass and to other community 
events; and a variety of craft activities for the 
good of the community (such as our prayer 
shawls). 

 

I would like to offer, for your enlightenment and 
edification, a review of this past year. Here are some 
statistics and some highlights: 

 We celebrated 62 baptisms (compared to 60 in 
2016), 6 weddings (17 in 2016), 50 funerals (44 in 
2016). This is a massive drop in the number of 
weddings, though last year was much higher 
than the norm of 10 to 12. 

 We celebrated 35 Confirmations and First Holy 
Communions with St Patrick’s and St Peter’s 
children. We celebrated 46 First Reconciliations 
with St Patrick’s children later in the year. 

 The School year began with a new Acting 
Principal for St Teresa’s Abergowrie, Mr Mick 
Conn. We thank him for his service to the College 
for this year. 

 The school year began with our regular large run 
of start of year Masses, with our staffs and then 
our individual school communities.  

 Gilroy Santa Maria Masses were made all the 
more lovely by the participation of the College 
Band and College Choir. It has been great to have 
live music. 

 At Abergowrie, they established a College Chapel 
Choir to accompany the Chapel Band. This group 
has gone from strength to strength. The choir 
even competed in the Ingham Arts Festival. I 
know that Mr Conn was surprised by the quality 
of the singing, never having heard anything like 
it in over thirty years of teaching at all boys 
schools (I was a student at his very first school). 

 Our schools started in a very strong position with 
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 Our regular Youth Masses began at the beginning 
of March with a special retreat day run by the 
Missionaries of God’s Love. 50 Youth were in 
attendance from throughout the diocese. This 
kicked off a great year of Youth Masses with 
students from Gilroy Santa Maria and St Teresa’s 
coming together for fun, fellowship, and worship. 

 In March, I was asked by the Bishop to take on the 
role of Director of Clergy Life and Ministry for the 
diocese. This role has consumed a significant 
portion of my time as the year has progressed. I 
am responsible for: professional development for 
our clergy; developing policies and procedures for 
professional supervision for clergy; assisting 
priests in need; and formulating a program for the 
welcome and reception of priests from overseas. 

 Over Easter, Fr Vitalis kindly accepted the 
invitation from the Bishop to assist the good 
people of Palm Island with their ceremonies. Palm 
has been without a resident priest for two years 
now. Hopefully, that will change in the new year. 

 Our own Easter ceremonies were made all the 
more beautiful by the baptism of the Olivero 
twins. Only two years before, Kathryn had been 
baptised herself at the Easter Vigil and now she 
and Travis were able to celebrate the baptism of 
the first two of their very many children to come 
at the same ceremony. 

 During the first part of the year, we experienced a 
significant number of thefts from St Patrick’s 
Church. These included about ten arrangements 
of flowers, which was very depressing for the 
wonderful women who work so hard on our 
church decoration. As a result, we had to install 
security cameras. This has deterred our thief. 

 With Pauline preparing to retire, she has been 
consuming some of her outstanding holiday and 
long service leave entitlements. Since Easter, she 
has been gone almost as much as she has been 
here. Thanks to a large number of volunteers who 
have helped out in the office in Pauline’s absence.  

 This year saw Flavia Menegon farewelled from 
Lourdes school after 35 years  as school secretary. 
The School organised a fabulous farewell function 
for her that was attended by many former staff 

members and families. 

 The Debutante Ball was a marvellous success. We 
were very grateful to have Bishop Austen with us 
to receive the Debutantes again. He definitely 
loves receiving the Debs.  

 On the first Sunday of May, we again celebrated 
the tradition rite of the Crowning of Our Lady. 
This is a beautiful tradition that some of our more 
senior members remember from their youth. 

 This year was designated as a Year of Youth in the 
Catholic Church in Australia. One response of the 
diocese was to organise a massive youth gathering 
in Townsville in May. Due to our current Bishop 
having to attend Archbishop Leonard Faulkner’s 
funeral, I was tapped on the shoulder to celebrate 
the Mass. It was a very different experience for me 
as I am so used to our youth knowing all of the 
responses and participating whole-heartedly in 
the Mass. 

 Bishop Tim visited our parishes in May for school 
visits and confirmations. The confirmations were 
beautiful and very prayerful. 

 In May, we helped our St Patrick’s Angels to raise 
funds for Relay for Life through a parish dinner in 
Mercy Hall. Their eventual participation in the 
day was a great success. Their outfits for the 
Egyptian theme were stunning. George Day was a 
very fine pharaoh.  

 Also in May, we participated for the second time 
in a Walk of Witness with other churches and 
Christians through the town centre to end the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It was a lovely 
afternoon. 

 As a part of our new Diocesan Safeguarding 
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Policy, all those who work with children, youth, 
or vulnerable adults must undertake training in 
the policy and protective behaviours. What 
surprised me is that we needed to invite about 
100 people to undertake this training. This is a 
testament to how active our parish is and how 
many volunteers we have. 

 At the end of May, I participated in funding 
applications for building projects for both St 
Teresa’s College and Gilroy Santa Maria College. 
Both of these Colleges are already buzzing with 
funded projects. St 
Teresa’s has built 
one new dorm, is 
in the middle of 
building another 
and applied for 
two new dorms 
and a boarding 
admin centre. The 
first of these 
dorms was finally 
blessed by the 
Bishop and 
opened by a 
Federal Govt 
representative in 
November. 

 Gilroy Santa Maria College finally began work on 
the Multi-Purpose Hall. The building is being 
completely enclosed, a stage and drama rooms 
are being constructed, a new tuckshop is being 
added, and the facility will be air-conditioned. 
This will be a great addition to our facilities. We 
hope it will be ready for the Start of Year Mass 
this coming February. 

 We welcomed Bishop Tim back for the St 
Anthony’s Festival in June. This was his first time 
at the Festival and he was very impressed. 

 At the end of June, Sr Nina together with six 
other Sisters of Mercy celebrated their Diamond 
Jubilees with a Mass at St Joseph’s North Ward 
presided by Bishop Tim and followed by a lovely 
luncheon. Seven Diamond Jubilarians is really 
quite something.  

 The second half of the year has been filled with 
job interviews for senior leadership positions in 
our schools. On last count, I had spent seven 
days in such interviews. We interviewed for 
Principal, Deputy Principal Pastoral, Assistant 
Principal Curriculum, Assistant principal 
Religious Education and Head of Boarding for 
Abergowrie College and for Acting Assistant 
Principal Pastoral for Gilroy Santa Maria College. 

 We were blessed to  have two seminarians David 
Nightingale and Isaac Falzon spend a week in 
our parishes after their mid-year retreat. David 
and Isaac visited our schools and talked at our 
parish Masses. It was very refreshing. 

 Throughout the year, we welcomed also three 
priest friends of Fr Vitalis (all originally from 
Nigeria but now in Brisbane), the Vicar General 
of the Canossian Sisters and the Regional 
Superior of the Canossians, and Sr Maeve 
Heaney who is on the Seminary formation team. 
We are definitely on the map. 

 In July, Our Lady of Lourdes celebrated their 
annual Grandparents Day beginning with 
Grandparents Mass. The Church was full to 
overflowing—what a testament to our school and 
our community that so many grandparents are 
so connected to and interested in their 
grandchildren. 

 The following week, we celebrated our annual 
Combined Schools Mass for Catholic Education 
Week. This is always a highlight on our calendar 
and it did not disappoint, especially with the 
combined singing and music of Abergowrie and 
Gilroy Santa Maria Colleges. At the end of the 
Mass one of the newer St Peter’s kids turned to 
the Principal Mrs Tracy Nuttall and said “I love 
church!” 

 We began August with our annual Australian-
Italian Mass. As I reported at the time, one lady 
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came straight up to me after Mass to lament that 
she never has music like that in her home parish. 
What a great effort by our musicians and singers. 

 Throughout August and September, those going 
on our Mission Trip to the Philippines worked 
tirelessly on their fundraising. One of the 
highlights was the afternoon tea organised by 
our St Patrick’s Women’s Group with 
entertainment by Monica Vitale’s Herbert valley 
Voices. 

 In mid-August, we welcomed Emene Kelemete to 
our parishes. Emene had completed 5 1/2 years 
of formation in the seminary in Brisbane and 
returned to the Diocese to  complete his 
formation. He was placed under my direction, 
assisted by some great people from Townsville. 
Emene has fitted in wonderfully and has been 
hard at work on honing his preaching skills, 
developing his presiding style, and engaging in 
all facets of parish life. We are very much 
looking forward to his Ordination to the 
Diaconate on 22 February. 

 At the end of August, we celebrated First Holy 
Communions in Ingham and then in September 
we celebrated them at Halifax and Canossa. This 
is always a very special moment in the lives of 
our children and their families. 

 Both Our Lady of Lourdes and Gilroy Santa Maria 
completed their five-yearly process of 
Verification and Validation. The final reports for 
both schools were absolutely glowing.  

 St Mary MacKillop Early Learning Centre also 

undertook its regular review. In 5 of the 7 quality 
standards areas, it was judged to be exceeding 
national standards, which gives it an overall 
rating of exceeding. This is something of which 
to be very proud. 

 During the September-October school holidays, I 
led our regular high school Mission Trip to the 
Philippines. Ten students and three other adults 
took part.  What a fabulous bunch of kids who 
worked day-in day-out with barely a grumble. I 
am very proud to belong to a community that 
produces young adults as fine as these. 

 St Peter’s School began term four with the 
addition of an extra classroom. It’s significant 
growth throughout the year, and belief that it 
would continue to grow, led to the employment 
of an extra teacher and teacher’s aide. Our hopes 
for continued growth have been realised. 

 In mid-October we began a programme for those 
who may be interested in becoming Catholic. An 
astonishing 12 adults have taken up the 
opportunity to learn more about the Catholic 
faith with the thought of being baptised or 
received into the Church at around Easter next 
year. They also bring a few children along with 
them.   

 On the Feast of All Souls Day, Friday 2 
November, we celebrated Mass at Ingham 
Cemetery in the evening.  A good 120 people 
attended and many talked for days about how 
beautiful the Mass was. 

 Following on from their successful  Walk-a-thon 
in August, our Adult Supporters of the 
Missionaries of the Poor held their annual 
charity golf day in August.  The day was an 
incredible success, raising over $12,500. 
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dinner and I don’t know how many more at the 
Mass—Tokelauns dancing, Herbert Valley Voices 
singing, everyone enjoying… What a night. Some 
photos are included with the story that follows. 

As you can see, it has been another busy year here 
in our parish communities. Thanks to Fr Vitalis for 
being such a great help and to the 
rest of the team for making sure  
that we have done everything we 
have done this year. 

 In November, Bishop 
Tim returned to our 
parishes. This was the 
weekend of his first 
official visits to St 
Peter’s Parish and St 
Teresa’s Parish. We 
kicked off the weekend 
with a Mass at St 
Patrick’s followed by a 
shared supper. I 
turned the supper into 
a Q&A. The honesty 
and heart-felt 
responses of the Bishop to the questions he was 
asked was commented on by all. On Sunday 
morning, the Bishop celebrated Mass at St 
Peter’s followed by Brunch and the Mass at St 
Teresa’s followed by lunch. He very much 
enjoyed his time with us and was very 
complimentary about us during the weeks that 
followed.  

 We began another year of Sacramental 
Preparation. I was stunned to discover that 46 
children were enrolled. This is a large number 
just for St Patrick’s Parish. 

 I was delighted to be able to attend the St 
Teresa’s College Musical. What an outstanding 
performance of song and dance. I still think 
about the final dance featuring a fusion of 
modern dance and aboriginal dance.  

 The year drew to a close with the regular run of 
end of year school events: Gilroy Santa Maria 
Awards Night, Gilroy Santa Maria Grad Mass, 

Abergowrie College Speech Day and Grad Mass, 
St Peter’s and Our Lady of Lourdes Rites of 
Farewell, Our Lady of Lourdes Thanks-Giving 
Mass, St Mary MacKillop Kindy Graduation. 

 On 18 November, I celebrated ten years in the 
district. After a little bit of prodding, 
accompanied by a firm refusal to go elsewhere, 
the Bishop kindly re-appointed me here as Parish 
Priest of Ingham, Halifax, and Abergowrie 
Parishes for a term of another five years. 

 On 8 December, we celebrated Sr Nina’s 
Diamond Jubilee in our own parish. 275 at the 

This photo is included not just to fill in space but 
because it is my favourite photo of the year. 
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On 8 December this year, Sr Nina Barra celebrated 60 
years as a Sister of Mercy. It was on this date, in 1958, 
that for the first time Sr Nina vowed to God to live a 
life of poverty, chastity and obedience for the sake of 
serving God’s people.  

During the Mass, the Tokelaun Community shared their 
culture with us by dancing in the Book of the Gospels 
carried by Sr Nina (above) and accompanying the 
presentation of the gifts. 

 

 

 

 

Sr Nina renews her 
vows. As she recited her 
vows, the other Sisters of 
Mercy accompanied her 
by renewing their vows. 

 

 

 

 

Sr Nina cutting her 
Jubilee Cake, pictured 
her with Sr Bev 
Strong, Pastoral Carer 
of the Sisters of Mercy 
in Townsville. 

 

 

 

The congregation, Sisters pictured to the right, pray 
God’s blessing upon Sr Nina after her renewal of vows. 

Sr Nina pictured here with the other Sisters of Mercy 
who were able to travel to Ingham for the celebrations. 
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as baptised Christians. Our Baptism was never 
meant to be a private love affair between God and 
us, but a sacrament that reminded us of our 
responsibilities as members of the Body of Christ, 
the Church. 

Every one of us hearing this message should be 
asking themselves – “How can I be of service to 
Christ within this local worshipping community?” 
“How can I be a steward for the Kingdom and give 
of my time, talent and treasure to the community of 
which I am a member?” “How can I take my rightful 
place not in terms of simply ‘helping Father’, but 
joyfully giving back to God what God has already 
given to me?” 

Our parishes, every one of them, need a new 
dynamism and purpose so that others may find 
them attractive and want to join our ranks. Some 
parishes are more successful than others in being 
attractive, yet our faith communities are always in 
need to reform, just as the Catholic Church is always 
in need of reform. 

The parish of 50 years ago is not the same parish 
today, which means that all of us must make an 
effort to examine what is working well in our 
parishes and what is not working so well. Perhaps 
some things need to die in order for new initiatives 
to emerge as we respond to the signs of the times 
and the new realities that are before us. 

The Church exists to evangelise – to spread the good 
news of Jesus Christ, which means that we must 
become an outward looking Church as opposed to 
an inward looking one. Our strategies and ways of 
doing things will need to be reviewed if our parishes 
are struggling to remain vibrant and relevant. 
People need a reason to stay and others need a 
reason to join us as fully-fledged members. 

In this sense, prayer with no action is not going to 
get us very far. As stewards of the kingdom – not our 
kingdom but God’s – we have an urgent 
responsibility to rise up and live our lives in our 
time and place in a holistic way. 

Since becoming the Bishop of Townsville in May 
2017, I have had the delight of meeting so many of 
you. I have travelled the length and breadth of the 
Diocese in the hope of understanding it better in 
terms of your hopes and dreams, your challenges 
and disappointments, your joys and sorrows. 

My recent road trip to the mid-West and West of the 
Diocese convinced me of a great resilience in this 
part of the world. The drought has placed great 
pressure on families and communities. 

Whilst country towns may not be what they used to 
be, those who remain have not given up and retain 
a level of optimism that is truly an inspiration. With 
the decline in population and services, those who 
live in these once thriving communities have 
chosen to keep the “dream alive” and for that, I 
hold them in the highest regard. 

The Church and its worshipping community is no 
different in terms of experiencing a decline in 
membership and practice. If the town is struggling, 
then so will the Church for obvious reasons. On the 
other hand, a thriving community will give the 
Church new life as well. 

There are all sorts of reasons why our Church 
communities are experiencing challenges today. 
You don’t have to live in the mid-West and West to 
know this. The practice of the faith in terms of 
going to Church is well down compared to what it 
used to be. Again, there are no easy or simple 
answers to that. 

Dear friends, what I am sure of is that parishes will 
need to adapt to these changing realities. 
Leadership at local level is critical at this time and 
whilst the Priest or Ordained Minister has a critical 
role in this, he cannot possibly do it by himself. The 
priest needs to work in collaboration with his 
community calling new people into a life of service 

Bishop Tim on his first visit to our parishes  
to celebrate Confirmation in 2017 
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Whilst Pastors and others usually only speak of 
stewardship in terms of time, talent and treasure, 
the truth is that stewardship involves all of life – 
body, mind and spirit, our material possessions, 
friendships etc. All we are and have is a gift from 
our Creator for us to use wisely to build up God’s 
Kingdom here on earth. 

Henry David Thoreau once said: “It is not enough to 
be busy, so are ants. The question is what are we 
busy about?” What are our parishes busy about? Are 
we busy about the Kingdom of God? About 
evangelisation? About matters of practice? How do 
we use our time as parishioners? 

Of course, God has given each of us talents to share. 
What is your talent? Can you share this talent with 
your community? 

The third ingredient that every parish must 
consider is how it will remain financially viable into 
the future when the present is proving to be a 
financial difficulty. The truth is that many of our 
parishes are conveying the disturbing news that 
they are in financial difficulty. I came to know this 
shortly after I was made your Bishop. Without 
question, this situation is untenable and the Clergy 
and Parish Finance Councils are well aware of this. 
Hence my message to all of you. I really speak on 
their behalf and make a direct appeal to you. 

Your parish needs your financial help. In many 
cases, the mission of your parish is seriously 
underfunded. The salaries of clergy are just one 
component to be factored in. The Diocese itself is 
carrying an increasing burden of costs that under 
normal circumstances should be paid for by 
parishes themselves. 

Issues of maintenance to Churches and other 
buildings are enormous. New safeguarding policies 
rolled out throughout the Diocese are not cheap. 
Audits to do with asbestos, cladding and creating 
parish asset registers and other compliance 
requirements need to be funded from somewhere. 
The list goes on. 

Parishes, though, need some comprehensive 
responses to growing costs and this means that the 
level of giving across the Diocese needs to increase. 
Your parish cannot fund its mission at present 
levels. This is what many are telling me. 

On their behalf, then, I ask you to respond in an 
ongoing and regular way to this challenge. The 
Christian need to share our gifts of treasure which I 
am addressing now is best illustrated by the well-
known parable of the Talents. Matthew 25: 14-30 
speaks of a man preparing to travel to a far country. 
Before departing he gives talents or money to his 
servants. 

The first servant receives five talents and works 
them into five more. The second servant who 
received two talents doubles their value as well. The 
third servant who received one talent buries it. 

When the master returns, he praises the first and 
second servants, but he takes the one talent from 
the third servant because the servant was not a good 
steward of the money. 

The lesson of the parable of the 
talents is that we are to make 
good use of the material gifts 
given to us by God. To be less 
than frugal with our material 
goods is sinful. To do nothing 
with them is just as wrong. 

My friends, as your Bishop, I 
have no choice but to raise this 
matter with you. Please hear my 
words in the spirit they are 
meant. I am speaking them on 
behalf of others. Our parishes need your financial 
support. 

Clearly, income from collections is not matching 
expenditure. Projections do not look good so 
something has to give. 

I pray for your communities. Many wonderful 
things are done in the name of Jesus Christ in this 
Diocese that I have the privilege to serve. We do 
have challenges, but I and my collaborators are 
working hard to address them. In the meantime, 
the financial stress being experienced in many of 
our parishes must be spoken about. 

I trust that my words to you, spoken in good faith, 
will receive a sympathetic hearing and that you will 
do what you can for the parish you love. 

With every blessing, 

MOST REV TIMOTHY J HARRIS 
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❖ Office re-opens 14 January, see page 3 for 
details. 

❖ Catholic school staff Mass for start of year—
Friday 25 January at St Teresa’s Abergowrie 

❖ Debutante Ball Information Session—Sunday 
27 January at 2.30pm in Mercy Hall.  
The Debutante Ball, this coming year, is open 
to all students in Year 11 or 12 for 2019. 

❖ Our Lady of Lourdes, start of year Mass with 
induction of student Leaders—Monday 11 
February at 9.00am at St Patrick’s Church 

❖ Farewell to Fr Vitalis—Saturday evening  
February 16 following 6.00pm Mass (shared 
plate supper). 

❖ St Teresa’s Abergowrie, start of year Mass 
with induction of student Leaders—Tuesday 
20 February at 9.00am. 

❖ St Peter’s Halifax, start of year Mass with 
induction of student Leaders—Thursday 21 
February at 9.00am at St Peter’s Church. 

❖ Gilroy Santa Maria, start of year Mass with 
induction of student Leaders—Friday 22 
February at 9.00am at Gilroy Santa Maria. 

❖ Ordination of Emene Kelemete to the 
Diaconate—7.00pm Friday 22 February at  
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Mundingburra. 

❖ World Day of Prayer hosted by St Patrick’s—
Friday 1 March. 

❖ Ash Wednesday—6 March.  

❖ St Patrick’s Day—Monday 18 March. 

❖ Mass of the Holy Oils, 7.00pm Thursday 11 
April, Sacred Heart Cathedral. 

❖ Holy Week begins Palm Sunday on 14 April. 

❖ Easter Sunday—21 April. 

❖ Divine Mercy Devotions—Sunday 28 April. 

❖ Confirmation Lessons begin—week of 29 
April. 

❖ Walk of Witness—combined churches prayer 
walk through Ingham—Sunday 19 May 

❖ Feast of Our Lady help of Christians—Friday 
25 May. 

❖ Confirmations—Thursday 30 May and Friday 
31 May 7.00pm at St Patrick’s Church. 

❖ Catholic Debutante Ball—Saturday 1 June. 

❖ Knights of the Southern Cross 90th 
Anniversary Dinner—Saturday 8 June. 

❖ St Anthony’s Feast Day at Bemerside—Sunday 
9 June. 

❖ Dominican Retreat Team in Ingham Parishes 
Saturday 22 June to Tuesday 25 June. 

❖ First Communion Lessons begin—week of 22 
July. 

❖ Catholic Education Week—29 July to 2 August 

❖ Feast of the Assumption—Holy Day of 
Obligation—Thursday 15 August 

❖ First Holy Communions in Ingham—Saturday/
Sunday 24/25 August. 

❖ First Holy Communions at Canossa—Sunday 1 
September. 

❖ All Souls Day—Saturday 2 November (Please 
note that our Mass at the cemetery will be in 
the early morning). 



 

 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great 
light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a 
light has shone. You have made their gladness 
greater, you have made their joy increase; they 
rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest 
time, as men are happy when they are dividing the 
spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on him, the 
bar across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, 
these you break as on the day of Midian. For all the 
footgear of battle, every cloak rolled in blood, is 
burnt and consumed by fire. For there is a child 
born for us, a son given to us and dominion is laid 
on his shoulders; and this is the name they give 
him: 
 Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 
 Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 
Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for 
the throne of David and for his royal power, which 
he establishes and makes secure in justice and 
integrity. From this time onwards and for ever, the 
jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

R.    Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. R. 

Proclaim his help day by day, 
tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. R. 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 
let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 
let the land and all it bears rejoice, 
all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 
he comes to rule the earth. R. 

With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his truth. R. 

God's grace has been revealed, and it has made 
salvation possible for the whole human race and 
taught us that what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, and all our 
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and 
live good and religious lives here in this present 
world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of 
our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He 
sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from 
all wickedness and to purify a people so that it could 

be his very own and would have no ambition except 
to do good. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 
whole world to be taken. This census - the first - 
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, 
and everyone went to his own town to be registered. 
So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of 
David called Bethlehem, since he was of David's 
House and line, in order to be registered together 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While 
they were there the time came for her to have her 
child, and she gave birth to a son, her first-born. She 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger because there was no room for them at the 
inn. In the countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns 
to watch their flocks during the night. The angel of 
the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord 
shone round them. They were terrified, but the 
angel said, 'Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole 
people. Today in the town of David a saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is 
a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.' And 
suddenly with the angel there was a great throng of 
the heavenly host, praising God and singing: 

 'Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and peace to men who enjoy his favour'. 

“Into this world, this demented inn in which there is absolutely no room for him …  
Christ comes uninvited.” —Thomas Merton  


