
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great 
light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a 
light has shone. You have made their gladness greater, 
you have made their joy increase; they rejoice in your 
presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as men are 
happy when they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke 
that was weighing on him, the bar across his 
shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on the day 
of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, every cloak 
rolled in blood, is burnt and consumed by fire. For 
there is a child born for us, a son given to us and 
dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the name 
they give him: 
 Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 
 Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 
Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for 
the throne of David and for his royal power, which he 
establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity. 
From this time onwards and for ever, the jealous love 
of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

R.    Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
 
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. R. 

Proclaim his help day by day, 
tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. R. 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 
let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 
let the land and all it bears rejoice, 
all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 
he comes to rule the earth. R. 

With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his truth. R. 

God's grace has been revealed, and it has made 
salvation possible for the whole human race and 
taught us that what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, and all our 
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live 
good and religious lives here in this present world, 
while we are waiting in hope for the blessing which 
will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great 
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for 
us in order to set us free from all wickedness and to 
purify a people so that it could be his very own and 
would have no ambition except to do good. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 
whole world to be taken. This census - the first - took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and 
everyone went to his own town to be registered. So 
Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called 
Bethlehem, since he was of David's House and line, in 
order to be registered together with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. While they were there 
the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because 
there was no room for them at the inn. In the 
countryside close by there were shepherds who lived 
in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks 
during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to 
them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. 
They were terrified, but the angel said, 'Do not be 
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be 
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of 
David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.' 
And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng 
of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: 
 'Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and peace to men who enjoy his favour'. 
 
 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 

and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The 
English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and Lenten Gospel Acclamations from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 

1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy. 

 “More light than we can learn, more wealth than we can treasure, more love than we can earn, more peace 
than we can measure, because one Child is born.” 

—Author unknown  

As you read this, I am cruising the high 
seas, having just begun a journey from 
Tokyo to Singapore. But, before I went 
away, I thought I would offer, for your 
enlightenment and edification, a review 
of this past year. Here are some 
statistics and some highlights: 

We celebrated 38 baptisms compared to 
62 in 2018. 
We celebrated 5 weddings compared to 
6 in 2018. 
We celebrated 52 funerals compared to 
50 in 2018. 
We celebrated Confirmations and First 
Holy Communions with 51 children 
from St Peter’s and St Patrick’s. We 
were quite stunned by the large group. 
We have already begun another round 
of sacramental preparation with 44 
children celebrating First 
Reconciliation at St Patrick’s or St 
Peter’s. 
Our parish schools and our Early 
Learning Centre had bumper years: 

 We were able to expand the 
operations of Mary MacKillop during 
the year so as to care for 65 children 
per day. In effect, that means that we 
care for 117 children during a week 
from 93 families. The waiting list for 

places for next 
year stands at 
just over 30. 

 After expanding 
to a three class 
school last year, St Peter’s kept 
growing and hit 55 enrolments. It is 
incredible that only five years ago 
there were only 24 pupils. 

 Our Lady of Lourdes keeps growing 
ever so gradually. Numbers almost 
reached 300 (we hit 298). There are 30 
more students at Lourdes than when 
grade seven was a part of primary. 
Townsville Catholic Education has 
recognised our constant growth and 
has funded us as a fully two stream 
school from next year. 

 Gilroy Santa Maria College also keeps 
growing. But, the excitement this 
year was the finished refurbishment 
of the old hall now the Santa Maria 
Centre, the beginning of work on a 
dedicated hospitality space with 
learning areas for our grade 12s and 
the approval of a new learning centre 
at the end of the year.  

 All up, our three parish schools 
captured 42.5% market share by the 
February census. This is well over 
double the national average for 
enrolment in Catholic Schools. A 
testament to our great staff and 
families. 

 St Teresa’s College Abergowrie broke 
no records for enrolments but spent 
a year stabilising under a new 
leadership team. At the same time, 
work continued on the new 
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The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 
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I especially enjoyed the Lourdes Fete this year. 
Normally, I do one round of the grounds, have one drink 
in the bar and then go home. This year, I was designated 
ticket seller for the monster raffle - I did such a good job 
that I now have that job for life :) 
At the end of May, our parish thanksgiving campaign 
was in full swing. Over two weekends, I shared the story 
of the good and godly works we have undertaken as 
parish communities over the previous three years. It 
really is a good news story. Thankfully, the parishioners 
agree and continue to generously support their parish. 
Also at the end of May, we celebrated confirmations. Our 
Bishop Timothy J Harris came to celebrate the sacrament 
for us. My big delight was the fact that one of our young 
confirmands, whose parents I had married and who I 
had baptised, insisted on choosing the name “Father 
Damian” as his confirmation saint. 
Following confirmations, we celebrated our Debutante 
Ball. It was a great success with a large number of 
Debutantes. One of the special treats for this year was 
the fact that three of our Abergowrie College lads 
partnered the Debutantes. That was a first in my time 
here. 
The Bishop was also present for the Knights of the 
Southern Cross North Queensland Conference. Even 
though he was only going to pop over for a half hour or 
so, he wasn’t spotted in the wild for a couple of hours. In 
his inimitable style, he fielded questions from those 
present until they ran dry. 
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the St Anthony’s Feast 
Day Celebrations this year. It’s hard to believe now, given 
how dry everything was for the past six months, that the 
ground was so wet that it made erecting tents dangerous. 
Nevertheless, we celebrated a beautiful Mass at 
Bemerside on 13 June, the actual Feast of St Anthony. 
Towards the end of June, we were blessed to have the 
Dominican Retreat team with us for a weekend and a 
couple of days. They led some stimulating discussions 
about the church today. 
In mid-July, we celebrated Grandparents Day with Our 
Lady of Lourdes. This day just seems to get bigger and 
bigger with the church filled to overflowing. 
As July came to a close, we celebrated Catholic Education 
Week. As noted above, we have a lot to celebrate with 
our schools and ELC. As per recent years, we celebrated 
a Mass that also filled St Patrick’s with our Lourdes and St 
Peter’s school communities fully in attendance and 
representative year levels from Gilroy and Abergowrie. It 
was lovely to have our Kindy kids join us for the first half 
of the Mass. 
At the beginning of August, we celebrated our annual 
Australian-Italian Mass. After Mass, parishioners from 
elsewhere came up to me to compliment the singing and 
to say that their parish is nothing like ours. I had to 
admit that our singing isn’t always that good! 
In August, we celebrated ten years of our St Mary 
MacKillop Early Learning Centre. Our ELC has certainly 
gone from strength to strength. I hear so many positive 
things each week about its care for our little ones (and 
also how hard it is to find a place). 
Our women’s group had a very busy year helping with a 
variety of special events as well as their annual St 
Patrick’s Day celebration and in September a Spring 
Afternoon Tea with a lovely Parisian theme. You’ve got to 
love those berets. 
During my annual leave, it was lovely to welcome Bishop 
Austen back to the parish. I know that he loves coming 
here and felt very warmly welcomed. He is looking 
forward to returning in the second week of January when 
Fr Vinoj goes on annual leave. 
Throughout the year, a group of students from Gilroy 
Santa Maria and Abergowrie Colleges engaged in high 
levels of fundraising, from running raffles and cake stalls 
to an afternoon tea in October and face-painting at 
Maraka. All of this was in aid of attending the Australian 

residences which will have completely transformed 
the residential life of the College by next year. 

At the very beginning of January, after Fr Vitalis had 
gone on annual leave, the parish hosted four new priests 
from India as part of their initial transition into the 
diocese. We have since been blessed to have Fr Mobin 
with us for three months, Fr Shilbin for almost three 
months and now Fr Vinoj for his first year’s placement. 
We also welcomed a new staff member to the team, with 
Julie Nowak taking up a five day appointment in late 
January. 
Fr Vitalis only re-joined us for a few short weeks before 
taking up his new appointment as Administrator of 
Deeragun Parish. His farewell on 16 February was 
absolutely delightful. The church was full and so was 
Mercy Hall afterwards. 
Of course, it was a very bumpy start to the year with 
floods and many of us were affected in one way or 
another by the massive flooding in Townsville. The 
response of our parishioners to the immediate call for 
nappies was incredible and the parish showed its usual 
financial generosity in the special appeal that we held. 
Very early in the school year, I headed off to run the 
retreat for the Grade 12s from Gilroy Santa Maria 
College. It is always a great opportunity for our students 
to focus on what remains of their schooling and make 
the most of it. Shame about the flat tyre while going for a 
swim and the flat tyre on the way home. That’s why I 
drive my own car. 
The beginning of the year was also marked by the 
regular visits to the new students and by the celebration 
of Start of Year Masses for each school. As I look back 
over the newsletters from this year, I note that not one 
Prep confused me with Jesus, a bit humbling compared 
to previous years. 
At the end of February, a large group of us went to 
Townsville to celebrate Emene’s Ordination to the 
Diaconate. Mid-March, he returned to us and exercised 
the Diaconal ministry faithfully. He was a special hit as 
chaplain of Abergowrie College, where he worked so 
well with boys and staff. 
Soon after his ordination, our Lenten journey began with 
the celebration of Ash Wednesday. Again, over 1000 
people received the ashes on their foreheads to mark the 
start of this sacred season. 
Throughout Lent, Sr Rita kindly led faith formation 
groups for the parish which were very well received. 
Easter was a bigger affair than normal when we baptised 
or received into the church ten adults and two children. 
It was beautiful.  
Since then: a teacher was received into the church at 
Abergowrie just after Easter; another adult was baptised 
and two received into the Church at St Patrick’s; three 
students were baptised, four students and a teacher were 
received into the Church while two boys completed the 
sacraments at Abergowrie; and one teacher was received 
into the Church at Gilroy Santa Maria College. That 
makes twenty-five adults, teens or children of 
catechetical age baptised or received into the church this 
year - that is remarkable. 
With the coming of Easter, Pauline Pennisi retired after 
serving the parish for well over thirty years. Soon after 
Easter, we held a special Mass and supper for her. It was 
wonderful to see how many people acknowledged her 
years of service and expressed thanks for her years of 
work. 
I spent an incredible amount of time away from the 
parish due to my role in working with the newly arrived 
priests and in my role as Director of Clergy Life and 
Ministry. I think during the second school term and 
school holidays that I was actually away more often than 
I was here (at least mid-week). Nevertheless, thanks to 
all the good people around me, everything kept on 
keeping on. 

Please Pray For:  Joe Sorbello, Carlo & Cesira Valese, 
Ernie & Peggy Borello, Elvio & Ada Cantamessa, Tino 
Mombelli, Bruna Mason, Salvatore & Grazia 
Spampinato, Augustine & Mary Cauchi, Joseph Michael 
Mizzi, John, Joe & Ruth Biasi, Antonio & Amelia Biasi, 
Giovanni, Teresa & Angelina Volpi, Fr Mark Nugent, 
Antonio & Francesca Palmas, Gloria Motti, Enrico, 
Francesca & Lorenz Motti, John & Ines Pallanza, Mario 
Martini, Joe Di Prima, Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, John 
Lowth, Santo & Giuseppina Contarino, Esteban & Pilar 
Comas, Filippo & Maria Gambino, Deceased members 
Bassignana, Pallanza & Cerutti families, Ottorino 
Brescacin, Gloria Motti, Edna Garutti, Filippo Caristi, 
Alfio Di Giacomo, Italio Grappio, Alfio D’Urso, Frank 
Barbagallo, Guido Cervellin, Johnny, Pina & Edna 
Accornero, Franca Milan, Antonio Spampinato, 
Giuseppe Di Mauro, Alfio & Provvidenza Sorbello & 
family, Lino Dametto, Colin Grant, Vilma & Emilio 
Tomba, Filippo & Giuseppa Barbagallo, Tony & 
Carolina Anese, Nardo Girgenti, Giovanni Battista Peri 
& Carmelina Peri, Harry Kanakis, Angelo Guarrera, 
Sam & Ross Bonanno, Giuseppina & Salvatore Marino, 

Luciano & Irma Marbelli, Deceased members 
Giacobone, Cantoni & Della Mattia families, Les 
Sullivan, Nildo & Savina Fighera, Domenico & Caterina 
Caristi, Irene Burns, Yvonne Mizzi, Filippo Caristi, 
Angelo Fazio, Deceased members Vardanega & Aili 
families, Gejtano & Carmela 
Bondin & families, Felix & 
Emmanuella Scerri & family, 
Deceased members Sullivan & 
Simpson families, Flaviano & 
Giovanna Antoniutti, Santo & 
Anna Giliberto, Giacomo & 
Giuseppe Giliberto, Tony & Pina 
Di Maggio, Giuseppe & 
Giuseppina Bonassi, Angelo & 
Ida Eva Rondoletti 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls  

and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

could not be convinced to sing or to dance! 
At the same time, we welcomed our only seminarian Will 
Brennan to the parish for a very brief pastoral placement 
- more a Taste of Parish Life than anything else. It is good 
for the parish to see that young men are still answering 
God’s call to Holy Orders. 
Immediately after the end of high school for Grade 12s 
and my Jubilee Celebrations, following a couple of days 
meetings in Townsville, I headed off on long-service 
leave. It is really a combination of Sabbatical and holiday, 
with my time bracketed by two weeks of intensives doing 
a Cert IV in training but the highlight being a whole 
family holiday, including cruise, in Asia.  
Frs Vinoj and Emene celebrated the end of Kindergarten 
with St Mary MacKillop and the end of primary school 
with Our Lady of Lourdes and St Peter’s. 
After all schooling had come to a close, twenty-four 
students, accompanied by three adults, joined forty other 
young people from the diocese for a week in Perth at the 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival in early 
December. 
And that is the year that was. 
A happy and holy Christmas to you all. 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Youth Festival in Perth in December. 
As soon as I was back from leave, at the beginning of 
October, I had the delight of baptising a mother and her 
child and of receiving two other mums into the Church, 
both of whom were married on the same day (one at St 
Patrick’s and one at St Peter’s). It was a wonderful journey 
over the preceding months leading up to the altar. 
Having completed one run of Sacraments, with First Holy 
Communions in August/September, fourth term saw 
another group begin. For some reason, we were expecting 
a small group but another forty-four children prepared 
for and celebrated First Reconciliation. 
At the end of October a large group from the parish, well 
over one hundred, travelled to Townsville to participate 
in Emene’s Ordination to the Priesthood. It was an 
incredible night of faith-filled celebration and the sharing 
of culture. It was wonderful to see so many Abergowrie 
boys come down and to then share their culture with the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance Troupes both 
performing after the ordination, and again the next night 
at his Mass in Thanksgiving. 
Because All Souls Day fell on a Saturday, we were unable 
to celebrate the regular evening Mass at the cemetery. 
This meant a very early rise for me, after only a few hours 
sleep, to celebrate Mass in the morning for our deceased 
loved ones. It was still a beautiful affair. 
At their second last Mass for the year, at Abergowrie 
College, I was truly blessed to baptise three of the lads, 
receive four boys and a teacher into the Church and to 
complete the sacraments with two more. It was an 
incredible Mass. Something truly good is happening at 
the College if that is the response coming from staff and 
students to the Good News we proclaim and strive to live. 
On 9 November, Fr Emene returned to Ingham for a Mass 
in Thanksgiving here. What a night! People were truly 
abuzz! We would happily welcome Emene’s family back 
to Mass any time to sing with us. The supper afterwards 
was amazing, as the Tokelaun community shared with us 
their music and dancing. 
I was able to celebrate the end of year and end of 
schooling with Gilroy Santa Maria and Abergowrie grade 
12s. At the end of year Mass for all of GSM, it was my 
delight to welcome another teacher into the Church!  
The following weekend, I celebrated 25 years as a priest. 
It is just a bit humbling to know that so many people 
wanted to celebrate this occasion for me. Contrary to 
popular opinion, I hate being the centre of attention so I 
really had to swallow my pride. Unfortunately, my family 


