
The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger to prepare a way before me. And the Lord 
you are seeking will suddenly enter his temple; and the 
angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes, 
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. Who will be able 
to resist the day of his coming? Who will remain 
standing when he appears? For he is like the refiner’s 
fire and the fuller’s alkali. He will take his seat as 
refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, and then they will 
make the offering to the Lord as it should be made. 
The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be 
welcomed by the Lord as in former days, as in the 
years of old.  

(R.)       Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!      

      O gates, lift up your heads; 
 grow higher, ancient doors. 
 Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.) 

 Who is the king of glory? 
 The Lord, the mighty, the valiant, 
 the Lord, the valiant in war. (R.) 

 O gates, lift high your heads; 
 grow higher, ancient doors. 
 Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.) 

 Who is he, the king of glory? 
 He, the Lord of armies, 
 he is the king of glory. (R.) 

Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, 
Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by his death he 
could take away all the power of the devil, who had 
power over death, and set free all those who had been 
held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. For it 
was not the angels that he took to himself; he took to 
himself descent from Abraham. It was essential that he 
should in this way become completely like his brothers 
so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy 
high priest of God’s religion, able to atone for human 
sins. That is, because he has himself been through 
temptation he is able to help others who are tempted.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
This is the light of revelation to the nations, 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Alleluia! 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid 
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took 

him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord – 
observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: 
Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord 
– and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what 
is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man 
named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he 
looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set 
eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit 
he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, 
he took him into his arms and blessed God, and he 
said: 
‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, 
just as you promised; 
because my eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 
a light to enlighten the pagans 
and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering 
at the things that were being said about him, Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this 
child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of 
many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – 
and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the 
secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 
There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was well 
on in years. Her days 
of girlhood over, she 
had been married for 
seven years before 
becoming a widow. 
She was now eighty-
four years old and 
never left the Temple, 
serving God night and 
day with fasting and 
prayer. She came by 
just at that moment 
and began to praise 
God; and she spoke of 
the child to all who 
looked forward to the 
deliverance 
of Jerusalem. 
When they had done 
everything the Law of the Lord required, they went 
back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was 
filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 
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“A smile is the light in your window that tells others that there is a caring, sharing person inside.” 
—Denis Waitley 

The school year has well and truly 
begun. I enjoyed my ever so brief 
visit to the Lourdes’ Prep classrooms 
on Thursday morning.  It was 
amazing how many of the children I 
know from church or Mary 
MacKillop or simply from around… 
One child told me that she had seen 
me “hundreds” of times in church—
I’m sure that is a slight 
exaggeration, though it may feel 
that way for her. 

While no Prep children confused 
me this year for Jesus, or even the 
Tooth Fairy, apparently at Mrs 
Guandalini’s funeral on Wednesday, 
one of her young great 
grandchildren became a little upset 
when I left the Church and started 
telling her mum “I want to see the 
King. Where has the King gone?”  

The run of start of school year 
Masses begins this week with the 
Induction Mass for Gilroy Santa 
Maria College. For the first time, in 
my time, this Mass will be held in 
the Santa Maria Centre, the newly 
refurbished multi-purpose hall. All 
family and friends of the College are 
welcome to attend.  

Dates and times for the start of year 
for our other schools can be found 
inside. 

Our first anointing mass for the year 
will be held at Canossa on Monday 
morning. All are welcome to attend. 
Please feel free to invite along 

someone you know 
who would benefit 
from the grace of the 
anointing of the sick, 
especially someone 
struggling with 
chronic illness or facing major 
surgery. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
on a Tuesday re-commences this 
week.  The Sacrament will be 
exposed for adoration in St Paul’s 
Chapel off the parish office balcony 
in the morning and then from about 
4.30pm in St Patrick’s Church, 
concluding with Benediction at 
5.15pm. 

After a couple of months off, I’m 
finding it a bit hard to get back into 
the swing of things. It’s not like I 
spent a lot of time just lounging 
around on my leave, given that part 
of the time was spent in week long 
intensive courses. But, I can’t even 
work out how to fill a newsletter. 

Maybe, it’s the rain! While none of 
us should be surprised that it rained 
cats and dogs on the first day of 
school and has rained quite 
consistently this past week, it’s been 
so long since we’ve seen rain like 
this and the days have been so dark 
and gloomy. On the bright side, it’s 
no longer hitting 40 degrees (at least 
while I write this). 

 

The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

Saturday 6.00pm 
Sunday 8.30am 
Sunday 7.00pm 

Sunday 7.00am 

Sunday 10.00am 

Sunday 10.00am 

Monday 
9.30am Canossa                
Anointing Mass                     
5.30pm St Patrick’s                    

Tuesday 
5.30pm St Patrick’s                
Benediction @ 5.15pm 

Wednesday 
5.30pm St Patrick’s                 
7.30pm St Anthony’s                   
St Agatha 

Thursday      
9.00am GSM Induction Mass @ 
Santa Maria Centre          
5.30pm St Patrick’s                       
St Paul Miki & companions                                                    

Friday 
7.00am St Patrick’s                                                   

Saturday 
8.00am St Paul’s 
St Josephine Bakhita                            

Adoration   
Tuesday 9am-Noon in St Paul’s 
Chapel. 
 

11.00am & 5.00pm Saturdays 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest: Fr Damian McGrath       Priest in Placement: Fr Vinoj Francis        

Parish Secretaries: Julie Nowak  & Marcella Cantatore (also RE Co-ordinator) 

Bookkeeper/Compliance Officer: Beth Ingegneri 
Pastoral Care: Sr Nina Barra                      Senior Adult Ministry  : Santina Cross 

 PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 4776 2600      
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

 www.inghamcatholic.com facebook.com/inghamcatholic  

Office Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday, 1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday 



You are invited to join in celebrating the Rite of 
Election & Call to Continuing Conversion in Sacred 
Heart Cathedral on Sunday 1 March at 3.00pm with 
Bishop Tim Harris. This is a significant step for those 
who will be baptised in our parishes at the Easter 
Vigil. We also celebrate with those who are already 
baptised and wish to be received into full communion 
with the Catholic Church. Please show your support 
by participating and then sharing hospitality. 

 Gilroy Santa Maria College, start of year Mass 
with induction of student leaders—Thursday 6 
February at 9.00am at Santa Maria Centre 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, start of year Mass with 
induction of student leaders —Tuesday 11 
February at 9.00am at St Patrick’s Church 

 St Peter’s School, start of year Mass with 
induction of student leaders—Wednesday 19 
February at 8.45am at St Peter’s Church 

 St Teresa’s College, start of year Mass with 
induction of student leaders—Thursday 20 
February at 8.40am at St Teresa’s Church 

 Ash Wednesday—26 February 

 St Patrick’s Day—Tuesday 17 March 

 Mass of the Holy Oils, Thursday 2 April at 
7.00pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral Townsville 

 

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement 
led by Christian women, who welcome everyone, men 
and women, to join in prayer and action for peace and 
justice.  The format for the service this year has been 
compiled by the World Day of Prayer Committee of 
Zimbabwe and the theme is "Rise - Take Your Mat and 
Walk".  The service is held each year on the first Friday 
in March and this year Anglican Holy Trinity is the 
host church.  The service will commence at 9.30am 
Friday 6th March and we look forward to seeing a 
great representation from our Catholic parishes.  
Please bring plate of food to share for morning tea 
afterwards.  

These will be on sale on the weekends of 16 and 23 
February (numbers permitting) for $3 each.  Please 
look out for the person selling them at each Mass in 
Ingham and at Halifax, Canossa & Abergowrie. 

First meeting for the year is on Saturday, 8th February 
at 9am at Mercy Hall. Main item for discussion, 
upcoming St Patrick’s Day Morning Tea. All women 
welcome to attend.  

The Canossian Sisters and Lay Canossians invite all 
people of good will to join them at 8.00am Mass next 
Saturday in St Paul’s Chapel, in giving thanks to God 
for our “Universal Sister, Bakhita”, Patron Saint of 
Human Trafficking, and through her intercession 
asking our Lord for a change of heart of all the people 
involved in this human crime. 

 

Question: 

Why do priests wear vestments? Do 
they have a special meaning? 

Answer: 

Vestments are clothes worn for a 
specific purpose. Priests will joke that 
they cover a thousand flaws. But our 
own manner of dress often corresponds to what we do. 
We dress up for special occasions, and for special 
guests. We wear certain clothes for golf, for outdoor 
activities, and years ago, we even had our “Sunday 
best” clothes we wore just for Church. Vestments are 
much the same, and each one has a meaning. The alb 
is a reminder of the baptismal garment. The stole is a 
symbol of ordained ministry and authority within the 
Church. The chasuble reminds us that we are on a 
pilgrimage of faith, passing through this life towards 
heaven. Priests wear vestments for two basic reasons. 
First, they draw attention to the importance and 
solemnity of the act of worship. The colour of the 
vestments indicates the season of the year or the feast 
being celebrated. Secondly, vestments draw attention 
to what the priest does, rather than who he is. In the 
celebration of the Mass, the focus is on what we do 
together, on our common unity, and on the mystery 
and person of Christ. 

St Vincent de Paul is accepting cash and card           
donations, rather than goods (eg. clothing, linen etc), 
from those wishing to assist people and families to 
rebuild their lives after the devastating bushfires that 
have been affecting our country.  Many victims are 
displaced at the moment and financial aid will help 
people and communities rebuild faster by providing 
cash injections to the locals and encouraging local 
spending.  The best way for people to donate funds 
directly to the Fire Appeal, is via the webpage 
www.vinnies.org.au, click on the Donate button and 
follow the links to NSW or Victoria.  People can also 
ring 131812 and donate that way.  These funds will be 
distributed to NSW and Victoria.  For people who   
prefer to write a cheque, these will need to be posted 
directly to the NSW or Victoria state office addresses 
as follows.  Tax receipts will be posted via return 
mail. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Bushfire Appeal 
PO Box 5 
Petersham  NSW  2049 

Or 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Bushfire Appeal 
Locked Bag 4800 
Box Hill  VIC  3128 

Please Pray For: John Vella (died this week), Sam     
Di Bella, Frank Barbagallo, Renzo Furlanis, Salvatore 
Bonaccorsi, Anna Dallagiacoma, Secondo Cantatore 
(annivs at this time), Carmela Bondin, Sister Mary 
Grace, Vi Groundwater, Baldo Fanti, Deceased 
members Sartoresi & Vella families, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, Carlo & Maria Magoni, Elliott 
Francis Matheisen, Lisha Kayrooz, Tullia 
Quabba, Connie Gambino, Deceased 
members Pallanza, Maloney & Battistel 
families, Giuseppe Sorbello, Carmel 
Scuderi, Harry Kanakis, Pina Di Maggio 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls  

and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Counters This Week:   

J Leonardi S Cosentino M & L Castles 

Counters Next Week:  

R Doherty P & A Costanzo D Carey 

Altar Servers 8/9 February : 
Sat 6pm:  Roman Grotelli Justin Roveglia                         
               Damian Roveglia 

Sun 8.30am: Denae Condon Ruby MacPherson 

Sun 7pm: Volunteers Please 

Children’s Liturgy   

Lawrence Di Bella Anna Di Bella Raeline Firth 

Organists 8/9 February :  
Sat 6pm: P Harris/P Cavallaro/Video 
Sun 8.30am: M Vitale/Video 
Sun 7pm: L Di Bella/Video 

Commentators & Prayer of the Faithful 8/9 February : 
Sat 6.00pm: Rita Martin 
Sun 8.30am: Connie Corradini  
Sun 7.00pm: Rosalind Guerra 

Readers 8/9 February :  

Halifax: Santina Cross Ella Cross 

Canossa: C/1 Isabella Melara 2/3 Rita Melara 

Sat 6pm:   1 Andrea Groundwater 2 Nadine Jorgensen 

Sun 8.30am:  1 Vince Vitale 2 Mariangela Bison 

Sun 7pm:  1 Jeanette Cockburn 2 Sarina Di Bella  

Abergowrie: Sue Andrews  

Special Ministers 8/9 February : 
Halifax: Lorraine Castles Julie Rupp 

Canossa: Brian Hurley Jenelle Woolley 

Sat 6pm: Angie Comas Mikaela Comas Mario Deambrogio 

Sun 8.30am: Tony Giliberto Mario Marbelli                            
 Margaret Pasquale 

Sun 7pm: Elvie Giandomenico Mary Girgenti                         
 Janine Van Blerk 

Abergowrie: Nicole Nixon  

 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Patrick Leonardi, Tayte Crisafulli, 

Wayne Tagney, Carol Devon, 
Belinda Milton 

Service in the Temple  
The ritual of the redemption of the first-born 
son originates in Exodus 13:2 where God 
claimed the first-born sons of Israel as God’s 
own. These sons were to be sanctified for 
service in the Temple. However, this service 
was taken away from the first-born sons of 
every tribe and reserved exclusively for the 
sons of the tribe of Levi and the descendants 
of Aaron, the high-priest. It is from this 
tradition that we encounter the ‘Levites’ in 
the gospel accounts. The Levites were 
involved in various ministries in the Temple: 
assisting the priests; musicians; and 
slaughtering sacrifices.  

The role of the observer 
In today’s gospel passage, it is the devout 
Simeon and the prophetess, Anna, who 
declare the greatness and far-reaching 
influence of the child that has been brought 
to the Temple. This is a common feature of 
the gospel accounts. It is not Jesus himself 
who proclaims his greatness but those who 
have observed him and recognised the 
revelation of God’s presence amongst the 
people. It is a role that continues today. 
Those of us who believe and recognise the 
presence and influence of God in the world 
are challenged to proclaim it in both our 
actions and our words.   

From the 
perspective  

A sword  
Simeon’s second pronouncement about 
Jesus is addressed to the child’s mother, 
Mary. Having predicted the rejection that 
Jesus will endure, Simeon tells Mary, ‘and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’ He 
appears to be referring to the sacrifice that 
Mary will have to make in the future. On 
this day, Mary and Joseph have ‘redeemed’ 
their son from service to the Lord in the 
Temple. Despite this, Jesus is still destined 
for service to God and Mary will have to 
surrender him back to the Lord. Simeon 
suggests that Mary herself will be a sacrifice 
offered to God at this time.  


