
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against 
Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. 
‘Was it so that I should die of thirst, my children too, 
and my cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I 
to deal with this people?’ he said. ‘A little more and they 
will stone me!’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you 
some of the elders of Israel and move on to the 
forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the river, and go. I shall be standing 
before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike 
the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to 
drink.’ This is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah 
because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and 
because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the 
Lord with us, or not?’ 

(R.)        If today you hear his voice, 
      harden not your hearts. 

      Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
 hail the rock who saves us. 
 Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
 with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.) 

 Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
 let us kneel before the God who made us 
 for he is our God and we 
 the people who belong to his pasture, 
 the flock that is led by his hand. (R.) 

 O that today you would listen to his voice! 
 ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
 as on that day at Massah in the desert 
 when your fathers put me to the test; 
 when they tried me, though they saw my 

work.’ (R.) 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged 
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and 
through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in 
which we can boast about looking forward to God’s 
glory. This hope is not deceptive, because the love of 
God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
which has been given us. We were still helpless when at 
his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is 
not easy to die even for a good man – though of course 
for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to 
die – but what proves that God loves us is that Christ 
died for us while we were still sinners. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; 
give me living water, that I may never thirst again. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near 
the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is 
there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down 
by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When 
a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, 
‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a 
drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans.  
Jesus replied: ‘If you only knew what God is offering and 
who it is that is saying to you: Give me a drink, you 
would have been the one to ask, and he would have 
given you living water.’  
‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is 
deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a 
greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this well 
and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’  
Jesus replied: ‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty 
again: but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give 
will never be thirsty again: the water that I shall give will 
turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’  
‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so 
that I may never get thirsty and never have to come here 
again to draw water.  I see you are a prophet, sir. Our 
fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say 
that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ 
 Jesus said: ‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we do know; for salvation 
comes from the Jews. But the hour will come – in fact it 
is here already – when true worshippers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of 
worshipper the Father wants. God is spirit, and those 
who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’  
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, 
Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us 
everything.’  
‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’  
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on 
the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the 
Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay 
with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke 
to them many more came to believe; and they said to the 
woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what you 
told us; we have heard him ourselves and we know that 
he really is the saviour of the world.’ 
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1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy. 

“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature — the assurance that dawn comes 
after night, and spring after winter.” 

—Rachel Carson  

If you were not at Mass last weekend, I 
draw your attention to the infographic 
inside about temporary preventative 
measures taken by the Diocese in 
response to the spread of the 
coronavirus. I have had as many 
problems as everyone else with 
stopping myself from blessing myself 
with Holy Water when entering the 
Church. I also went and shook the altar 
servers hands on Sunday Night. It’s 
very hard to break years long habits. 

Could I please draw our the attention of 
our Special Ministers to the issue of 
blessings for those who have not made 
their First Holy Communion. I 
encourage you simply to extend your 
hand over the person/child rather than 
placing your hand on their heads. 

With regard to the Sign of Peace: The 
communal Sign of Peace is always 
optional. On occasion, we will simply 
move from the Peace Prayer to the 
Lamb of God and omit the communal 
action. This will usually be the case 
when there are many people who are 
not aware of the current liturgical 
changes, such as at a funeral Mass. 

After we printed the newsletter last 
week, Townsville Catholic Education 
Office advised that they were no longer 
allowing students travel to any 
destination except New Zealand. 
Christine Timms has been in dialogue 
with TCEO and currently they are 
unable to support the Mission Trip to 
the Philippines. The situation has only 
worsened during this week, with the 
declaration of a pandemic on Thursday. 
As a result, the information night for 
this week is cancelled. 

We will keep an 
eye on the 
situation. It is 
possible that the 
virus could effectively burn out in a few 
months. But, one would be mad to try 
and predict how things are going to go. 
There are still too many uncertainties.   

We also do not know which places will 
become hotspots in the future. As of 
Thursday, the Philippines only had 0.4 
cases per million people compared to 
Australia’s 5.0 cases per million. Italy is 
206.1 cases per million, the highest in 
the world. But, the situation in the 
Philippines will likely deteriorate given 
the poverty of the country and scarce 
resources. 

I am very mindful of how many people 
are being impacted by the spread of 
coronavirus. We pray for those around 
the world who have contracted the 
virus and those working extraordinarily 
long hours to care for them. The 
impacts are of course much broader. 
While sales of toilet paper have reached 
record highs, those working in 
hospitality and tourism are already 
starting to feel the pinch. The financial 
hit on a number of households will be 
considerable and people will struggle 
as a result. Please keep all those 
affected in your prayers. 
Thanks to all those involved in our first 
Youth Mass for the Year, last Sunday 
evening. As always the music was 
beautiful. I was very moved by the way 
our Gilroy girls sang the 
melody line to Psalm 23. It 
was heavenly. 

The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

Saturday 6.00pm 
Sunday 8.30am 
Sunday 7.00pm 

Sunday 7.00am 

Sunday 10.00am 

Sunday 10.00am 

Monday 
5.30pm St Patrick’s 

Tuesday 
8.00am Gilroy Chapel  
9.00am St Patrick’s w/- OLOL 
5.30pm St Patrick’s 
Benediction @ 5.15pm 
St Patrick   

Wednesday 
5.30pm St Patrick’s 

Thursday      
8.40am St Teresa’s  
5.30pm St Patrick’s 
St Joseph 

Friday 
7.00am St Patrick’s  

Saturday 
8.00am St Paul’s     

Adoration  
Tuesday 9am-Noon in St Paul’s 
Chapel. 
 

 
11.00am & 5.00pm Saturdays 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest: Fr Damian McGrath       Priest in Placement: Fr Vinoj Francis        

Parish Secretaries: Julie Nowak  & Marcella Cantatore (also RE Co-ordinator) 

Bookkeeper/Compliance Officer: Beth Ingegneri 
Pastoral Care: Sr Nina Barra                      Senior Adult Ministry  : Santina Cross 

 PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850 4776 2600      
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 

 www.inghamcatholic.com facebook.com/inghamcatholic  

Office Hours: 9am to 12pm Monday to Friday, 1pm to 3pm Monday to Thursday 



Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday during 
Lent in St Patrick’s Church commencing at 5.30pm. 

All members please note that our first meeting of 2020 
will be held in the meeting room at Capuchin House at 
St Peter’s on 23 March at 7.30pm. 

Due to staff training, the Parish Office will be closing at 
12.00pm on Wednesday 25 March. 

Speaking at the celebration of the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees last year Pope Francis 
denounced "the globalisation of indifference" and 
reminded Christians that we are called to welcome 
refugees. Townsville Christians have the opportunity 
to show that we do welcome refugees by attending the 
Palm Sunday Walk for Justice for Refugees on Sunday 
5 April. The Walk will commence from the Rockpool at 
4pm and proceed to the Strand Amphitheatre. As in 
previous years, the Walk will be led by religious 
leaders. At the Amphitheatre there will be several 
short speeches and the event will finish before 6pm. 

The Diocese of Townsville has recently enhanced its 
Whistle-blower Program, which enables all workers, 
volunteers, parents of students and parishioners to 
play an active role in eliminating improper conduct in 
the Diocese. The Diocese has contracted an 
independent external whistleblower service STOPline 
to allow for confidential reporting. The Diocese has 
defined Reportable Conduct in the Policy which can be 
found on the Diocesan website. Reportable conduct 
includes suspected abuse, misconduct, 
mismanagement and policy breaches, The 
Whistleblower Policy applies to the Diocese (including 
parishes), Townsville Catholic Education, Centacare 
North Queensland, Saints Catholic College and 
NWQICSS. Information can be shared anonymously.  
P:1300 30 45 50 E: tsvcatholic@stopline.com.au 
W: tsvcatholic.stoplinereport.com 

 St Patrick’s Day—Tuesday 17 March 

 Mass of the Holy Oils,  
Thursday 2 April at 7.00pm  
at Sacred Heart Cathedral  

 Charity Golf Day—  
Sunday 19 April at 8.00am  

 St Peter’s School Silver Circle—
Saturday 16 May 

Please Pray For: Onorina Scarrone, Mary Zampatti  
(died last week), Wim Maussen, Lucia La Rosa, Lino 
Dametto, Tina Lagorio, Dan Sheahan, Giuseppe (Joe) 
Di Mauro, Anna Russo, Angelina Russo (annivs at 
this time), Natalie Di Bartolo, Harry Kanakis, Carmel 
Scuderi, Antonio Ficarra, Deceased members 
Sartoresi & Vella families, Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, 
Giuseppe Giliberto, Baldo Fanti, John Brezzo, John 
Vella, Carlo & Maria Magoni, Elliott Francis 
Matheisen, Connie Gambino, Molly Sheahan, Bill 
Barnes, Luigina Romano, Filippo 
Sorbello, Gianfiore & Asunda 
Mastroddi,Rosario Russo, Frank  Russo, 
Mother Michael Spillane, Friar Mambrini 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls  

and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Counters This Week:   

F Gangemi J Gollogly S Pennisi P Reitano 

Counters Next Week:  

J Leonardi  S Cosentino M & L Castles 

Altar Servers 21/22 March :  
Sat 6pm:  Ellie Lahtinen Gemma Di Bella 

Sun 8.30am: Jacob Minato Georgia Minato Keisha Winstone 

Sun 7pm: Volunteers Please 

Children’s Liturgy  21 March : 

Bridgette Duffy Michelle Biasi Sandra Coco 

Organists 21/22 March :  
Sat 6pm: P Harris/P Cavallaro/Video 
Sun 8.30am: M Vitale/Video 
Sun 7pm: L Di Bella/Video 

Commentators & Prayer of the Faithful 21/22 March : 
Sat 6.00pm: Rita Martin 
Sun 8.30am: Marlies Maussen  
Sun 7.00pm: Stephen Guazzo 

Readers 21/22 March :  

Halifax: Joe Rupp Judy Braithwaite 

Canossa: C/1 Mark Spina 2/3 Mari-V Wherry 

Sat 6pm:   1 Linda Pisano 2 Michael Pisano 

Sun 8.30am:  1 June Leonardi 2 Lidia Marbelli 

Sun 7pm:  1 Rosalind Guazzo 2 Rosalind Guerra 

Abergowrie: Lino Tomba  

Special Ministers 21/22 March : 
Halifax: No ministers required 

Canossa: No ministers required 

Sat 6pm: Angie Comas  

Sun 8.30am: Madeleine D’Urso  

Sun 7pm: No ministers required 

Abergowrie: No ministers required  

 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Patrick Leonardi, Wayne Tagney, 

Belinda Milton 

I n today’s gospel we hear about 
the woman of Samaria who was 

engaged in a very truthful encounter 
with Jesus. The Jews despised the 
Samaritans as having no claim on 
their God. This nameless woman, an 
outcast from her own community, chose to visit the well 
at a time to avoid those who judged her harshly.   

It’s important to acknowledge how radical this encounter 
was. Jesus reaches out to her as he did to outcasts 
demonstrating that all people are valuable to God. In this 
way we too are called to be radical, to uphold the dignity 
of all people.  

The exchange was so profound, bringing about a change 
of heart for the Samaritan woman.  She then became a 
witness for Jesus, influencing those around her. 

This week we hear the story of Barry, an Indigenous 
Australian man who through a Caritas Australia 
supported program, Red Dust Healing, was able to 

confront destructive patterns in his life. 
Red Dust Healing is an Indigenous led 
program in which participants learn 
culturally appropriate tools to empower 
them to overcome rejection, 
discrimination, grief, addiction, abuse 
and other challenges.  For Barry, it 

changed his life and helped him to recognise his hurt and 
anger stemmed primarily from rejection and grief. It 
provided a safe space to talk and connect with others 
who’ve supported each other in their healing journey. 
The program has also helped Barry connect back with his 
culture, language and stories.   

Just as the Samaritan woman went on to share her 
revelation with others, Barry also shares the richness of 
his experience. His community is striving forward, facing 
the challenges of intergenerational trauma, oppression 
and colonisation together.  

How can we manifest the radical love of Christ in order 
to break down barriers of injustice? 


