
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. 
I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have 
chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel 
arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the 
Lord’s anointed one stands there before him,’ but the 
Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance 
or his height for I have rejected him; God does not see 
as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to 
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not 
chosen these.’ He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the 
sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one left, the 
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ Then 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down 
to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of 
fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. 
The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At 
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him 
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day 
on. 

(R.)        The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I   
      shall want.  

      The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 Fresh and green are the pastures 
 where he gives me repose. 
 Near restful waters he leads me, 
 to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 

 He guides me along the right path; 
 he is true to his name. 
 If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
 no evil would I fear. 
 You are there with your crook and your staff; 
 with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

 You have prepared a banquet for me 
 In the sight of my foes. 
 My head you have anointed with oil; 
 my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

 Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
 all the days of my life. 
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
 for ever and ever. (R.) 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the 
Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light 
are seen in complete goodness and right living and 
truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, 
having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness 
but exposing them by contrast. The things which are 
done in secret are things that people are ashamed even 
to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: 

Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind 
from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and 
said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name 
that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and 
washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. 
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him 
begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and 
beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, 
‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am 
the man.’ 
They brought the man who had been blind to 
the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus 
made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when 
the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he 
said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can 
see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot 
be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, 
‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the 
blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him 
yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a 
prophet’ replied the man. 
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a 
sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And 
they drove him away. 
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he 
found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I 
may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; 
he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, 
and worshipped him. 
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“Dare we set our hope and hearts in the hands of a small-town Jewish carpenter? The answer rests in the 
Jerusalem graveyard. If Jesus’ tomb is empty, then his promise is not.” 

—Max Lucado, Fearless  

This week, Bishop Tim Harris extended a 
dispensation from the obligation to 
participate in Sunday Mass to all 
parishioners over 70 years of age and all 
those with a chronic health condition 
that increases their risk of serious harm 
from the coronavirus. These include, but 
are not limited to: those who are 
immuno-compromised; those 
undergoing treatment for cancer; those 
with diabetes, hypertension (high blood 
pressure) or a pre-existing heart or 
kidney disease. 

Also this week, the Federal Government 
placed a prohibition on indoor 
gatherings larger than 100 people. If 
numbers in attendance do not change, 
this will affect our ability to celebrate 
Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday 
morning in Ingham. Hopefully, if some 
people exercise their dispensation (and 
maybe even go to a weekday Mass not 
out of obligation but out of love for the 
Lord) and a few people change to one of 
our other Masses, we will be able to get 
our numbers under 100.  

Given that there are significant fines in 
place for breaching this public health 
order, we will be strictly enforcing the 
government limit. 

Everything could change within the 
next week. Other dioceses have 
suspended all public celebrations of the 
Mass and that may well happen here. 
The government may well reduce the 
number of people permitted at indoor 
and outdoor gatherings. Please follow 
the parish on Facebook or visit the 
parish website for updates. 

For those unable to participate in Mass, 

Mass will be 
streamed each 
Sunday from the 
Cathedral on 
www.youtube.com/ 
user/sacredheartcathtsv . I will advertise 
other options in the future. 

Next weekend, there will be no Mass at 
Canossa and, if we are still celebrating 
Mass, there will be two Sunday morning 
Masses in Ingham. The following 
weekend is Palm Sunday and we are 
putting in plans for outdoor celebrations 
in Ingham and Halifax (you will need to 
bring a chair). We are also putting plans 
into place for Easter and will have 
celebrations if permitted by the 
Government and the Diocese. 

I would like to remind you of measures 
already in place, at a Diocesan level, to 
limit the possibility of viral spread: 

+ No more communion from the 
shared chalice; 

+ Communion in the hand; 
+ Ministers of communion washing 

their hands before and after 
distribution of Holy Communion; 

+ The sign of peace limited to a nod or 
wave; 

+ The removal of holy water from 
fonts; 

+ And, most importantly, the bishop 
encourages people who are sick or 
have flu-like symptoms to stay 
home. The importance of this 
measure cannot be emphasised 
enough. 

With regard to funerals, where we often 
see large crowds and many people 
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The Church: a hospital for sinners, a training school for saints. 

Saturday 6.00pm 
Sunday 7.00am 
Sunday 9.00am 
Sunday 7.00pm 

Sunday 7.00am 

No Mass 

Sunday 10.00am 

Monday 
5.30pm St Patrick’s 

Tuesday 
5.30pm St Patrick’s 
Benediction @ 5.15pm 
 
Wednesday 
8.45am St Peter’s  
5.30pm St Patrick’s 
Annunciation of the Lord 

Thursday      
5.30pm St Patrick’s 
 
Friday 
7.00am St Patrick’s  

Saturday 
8.00am St Patrick’s  
    

Adoration  
Tuesday 9am-Noon in St Paul’s 
Chapel. 
 

 
11.00am & 5.00pm Saturdays 
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Stations of the Cross will be held 
each Friday during Lent in St 
Patrick’s Church commencing at 
5.30pm. 

All members please note that our 
first meeting of 2020 will be held in 
the meeting room at Capuchin 
House at St Peter’s on 23 March at 
7.30pm. 

Children’s Liturgy has been 
suspended until further notice. 

returning to Ingham from elsewhere: 

+ No more than 100 people will be able to attend 
funerals held within our churches. In reality, this 
means no more than immediate and extended family; 

+ At funeral Masses the communal exchange of peace 
will be omitted;  

+ And do not offer condolences through a hug, kiss or 
handshake. As difficult as this is, at a time when we 
want to offer a physical expression of love and 
concern, we must limit physical contact. 

Extra measures for Sunday Masses are now being put in 
place. These include: 

+ The Collection will no longer be passed hand to hand.  

+ In those churches where this has been a practise a 
designated bowl or box near the door of the Church 
will be available for your offering. Please consider 
changing to electronic giving so that we are handling 
less cash. It just begins with a call to the office; 

+ Newsletters are to be thrown away when leaving the 
church so that they are not recycled. 

+ Communal surfaces will be sanitised between 
services; 

+ Hands of anyone who is not an immediate family 
member are not to be held during the Our Father or at 
any other time. 

Please hold up in your prayers all those who are struggling 
as a result of the coronavirus, from patients to health 
workers, from small business people to workers in affected 
industries. We will shift our daily prayer at Masses to a 
prayer composed by Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge for this time of crisis. Copies of 
the prayer are available in our churches 
and more are coming. 

Abergowrie — Sunday 29 March after 10.00am  
      Mass 

Halifax  — Sunday 29 March after 7.00am  
      Mass 

Ingham — Tuesday 7 April 12.30pm & 7.00pm 

  — Wed 8 April 12.30pm & 7.00pm 

 

A Big Thank You to all parishioners who supported 
our St Patrick’s Day Morning Tea by baking or 
donating a prize or working at this event. Even though 
numbers were down slightly, it was still a successful 
event. Thank you also to Monica Vitale and the 
Herbert Valley Voices for the Irish Songs and Singing 
they provided as our entertainment. Monies raised 
from this event will go to support HCSC and St Vincent 
de Paul, in the way of food vouchers from Coles & 
Woolworths.  
Thanks again.  
St Patrick’s Women’s Group. 

On 18 March, Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
announced a ban on indoor gatherings of more than 
100 people due to the current circumstances with the 
Coronavirus. These restrictions mean we will be 
unable to hold the Debutante Ball on May 30 2020. 
While we are not planning on cancelling this event, 
we will have to postpone the Debutante Ball until later 
in the year. We will print information about the new 
date in due course. All ticket purchases will remain 
valid for the new date, however if you would like a 
refund this can be arranged. There will be no dance 
practices until closer to the new date.  

As part of the direction from the Commonwealth 
Government, internal gatherings of more than 100 are 
not permitted, therefore the Chrism Mass on 
Thursday 2nd of April will no longer be open to the 
public. Bishop Tim invites the community to view the 
Mass via Livestream. Details of the stream will be 
made available next week.  

Please Pray For: Archangela Di Bella (nee Sabriezo)
(Tully)(died this week), Tony Sturiale (Ayr)(died last 
week), Luigi Casagrande (Italy)(died recently), 
Emidio Cantoni, Salvatore Coco, Ottorino Brescacin, 
Alf Russo, Enzo Mancuso (annivs at this time), Alf 
Pennisi, Francesca Schiappadori, Janice Day, 
Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, Baldo Fanti, 
John Vella, Carlo & Maria Magoni, Elliott 
Francis Matheisen, Connie Gambino, 
Norie Scarrone, Kate Tropea, Giuseppe 
Giliberto, Sandra Faletti, Venera Fichera 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls  

and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Counters Next Week:   

J Leonardi  S Cosentino M & L Castles 

Altar Servers 28/29 March :  
Sat 6pm:  Ryan Nash-Fava Elina Daijo 

Sun 7am: Volunteers Please 

Sun 9am: Volunteers Please 

Sun 7pm: Trista Kopeshke Alexander Jordan Hamish Jordan 

Children’s Liturgy 28 March : 

No Children’s Liturgy until further notice 

Organists 28/29 March :  
Sat 6pm: P Harris/P Cavallaro/Video 
Sun 7am: Video 
Sun 9am: M Vitale/Video 
Sun 7pm: L Di Bella/Video 

Commentators & Prayer of the Faithful 28/29 March : 
Sat 6.00pm: Judy Reitano 
Sun 7.00am: Volunteers Please 
Sun 9.00am: Mari Quabba  
Sun 7.00pm: Paula Martin 

Readers 28/29 March :  

Halifax: Santina Cross Ella Cross 

Canossa: No Mass 

Sat 6pm:   1 Tahlia Nowak 2 Felix Reitano 

Sun 7am:  Volunteers Please 

Sun 9am:  1 Lorraine Pietrobon 2 Stefania Rutherford 

Sun 7pm:  1 Flavia Menegon 2 David Pelleri 

Abergowrie: Tom Duffy  

Special Ministers 28/29 March : 
Halifax: No ministers required 

Canossa: No Mass 

Sat 6pm: No ministers required  

Sun 8.30am: No ministers required  

Sun 7pm: No ministers required 

Abergowrie: No ministers required  

 

May the Lord’s healing hand rest upon them 

Please keep in your prayers:  
Patrick Leonardi, Wayne Tagney, 

Belinda Milton 

T oday’s gospel story of Jesus 
healing the man born blind 

has a strong and powerful message 
for our times. Disability was 
considered to be result of 
sinfulness in the time of Jesus. 
Even today suffering can be 
considered a result of sinfulness by some. Jesus, 
however, rejects these notions by healing the man and 
even more radically healing him on the sabbath.   

The healing of the man born blind is twofold; the 
physical cure leads to a spiritual revelation which 
allows him to see Jesus as the Son of Man. The miracle 
also causes a stir amongst the community; as here is a 
man who went unnoticed now challenging the leaders, 
revealing their own blindness. Jesus’ love and 
compassion bring light - to the man born blind but also 
to those around him.  

In our Project Compassion story 
this week, we meet Sakun from 
India, a young woman living with a 
disability.  As is the case in many 
countries, people like Sakun and 
her family are often ‘out of sight’ 
when it comes to receiving the 
support and care needed to 

participate in the life of the community.  

Through her participation in the Caritas Australia 
supported program Sakun’s dignity is upheld as an 
equal member of the community, her voice is heard 
and respected. She has a means to earn an income and 
is now more independent with her new improved 
mobility. Sakun is also a vocal participant in village 
governance meetings, sharing her opinions as an equal. 

How can we use our freedom and courage, much like 
Jesus with the man born blind to act with justice and 
love to those who are excluded? 


