
Praying at Home 

God’s Word 

FIRST READING 

From the Acts of the Apostles 
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood 
up with the eleven and addressed the 
crowd with a loud voice: 'The whole 
House of Israel can be certain that 
God has made this Jesus whom you 
crucified both Lord and Christ.'  
Hearing this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the 
apostles, 'What must we do, 
brothers?' 'You must repent,' Peter 
answered 'and every one of you must 
be baptised in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. The promise that was 
made is for you and your children, 
and for all those who are far away, for 
all those whom the Lord our God will 
call to himself.' He spoke to them for 
a long time using many arguments, 
and he urged them, 'Save yourselves 
from this perverse generation.' They 
were convinced by his arguments, 
and they accepted what he said and 
were baptised. That very day about 
three thousand were added to their 
number. 
  

PSALM 

R.   The Lord is my shepherd;  
 there is nothing I shall want.  
The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want. Fresh and green 
are the pastures where he gives me 
repose. Near restful waters he leads 
me, to revive my drooping spirit. R. 
He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. If I should walk 
in the valley of darkness no evil would 
I fear. You are there with your crook 
and your staff; with these you give me 
comfort.  R. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing.   R. 
Surely goodness and kindness shall 
follow me all the days of my life. 
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever.    R. 
 

SECOND READING 

From the First Letter of St Peter 
The merit, in the sight of God, is in 
bearing punishment patiently when 
you are punished after doing your 
duty. 
This, in fact, is what you were called 
to do, because Christ suffered for you 
and left an example for you to follow 
the way he took. He had not done 
anything wrong, and there had been 
no perjury in his mouth. He was 
insulted and did not retaliate with 
insults; when he was tortured he 
made no threats but he put his trust 
in the righteous judge. He was 
bearing our faults in his own body on 
the cross, so that we might die to our 
faults and live for holiness; through 
his wounds you have been healed. 
You had gone astray like sheep but 
now you have come back to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the 
Lord; I know my sheep, and mine 
know me.  Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of John   
Jesus said: 'I tell you most solemnly, 
anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold through the gate, but gets 
in some other way is a thief and 
brigand. The one who enters through 
the gate is the shepherd of the flock; 
the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep 
hear his voice, one by one he calls his 
own sheep and leads them out. When 
he has brought out his flock, he goes 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
because they know his voice. They 
never follow a stranger but run away 
from him: they do not recognise the 
voice of strangers.' 
Jesus told them this parable but they 
failed to understand what he meant 
by telling it to them. 
So Jesus spoke to them again: 
'I tell you most solemnly, I am the 
gate of the sheepfold. All others who 
have come are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. Anyone who enters 
through me will be safe: he will go 
freely in and out and be sure of 
finding pasture. The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I have 
come so that they may have life and 
have it to the full.'  

Intercessions 
For the Church – that we find new 
ways and new energy to preach the 
gospel and share the good news of 
Jesus’ life and resurrection. Lord, in 
your mercy…. Hear our prayer. 
For all, who through the Covid-19 
pandemic, have lost their job or 
business – that they not lose hope, 
but find encouragement and practical 
help, in the support of government, 
community, neighbours, friends and 
family. Lord, in your mercy... 
For leaders of nations – that they 
protect the right of all people, to 
religious freedom. Lord, in your 
mercy... 
For vocations – that all the baptised 
have a deepened sense of their 
priestly vocation, and that this bears 
the fruit of more people hearing and 
responding to the call to ordained 
priesthood and religious life. Lord, in 
your mercy... 
For people burdened by a sense of 
sin, failure or inadequacy – that 
through the consoling words of 
family, friends, and all who proclaim 

the gospel, they will experience the 
freeing touch of God’s mercy. Lord, in 
your mercy... 
For the sick and dying – may they be 
comforted by the Father of all love 
and mercy .  Lord, in your mercy…..    
For all who have died; May the Good 
Shepherd lead them to eternal rest. 
We remember especially …  Lord, in 
your mercy... 
 

PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, lover 
of the human race, healer of all our 
wounds, in whom there is no shadow 
of death, save us in this time of crisis; 
grant wisdom and courage to our 
leaders; watch over all medical people 
as they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of solidarity 
beyond all isolation; if our doors are 
closed, let our hearts be open. By the 
power of your love destroy the virus 
of fear, that hope may never die and 
the light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the whole 
world. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
    pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
    pray for us. 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,   
and I desire to receive You  
into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment  
receive You sacramentally,   
come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace You  
as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Home in Heaven   A pastor and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter was at the pearly gates waiting for 
them.  “Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi driver. The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to a 
mansion. It had everything you could imagine, from a bowling alley to an Olympic-sized swimming pool. “Wow, thank 
you,” said the taxi driver. Next, St. Peter led the pastor to a rugged old shack with a bunk bed and a little old television set. 
“Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said the pastor. “Shouldn’t I be the one who gets the mansion? After all, I was a 
pastor, went to church every day, and preached God’s word.” “Yes, that’s true,” said St. Peter. “But during your sermons, 
people slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.”  
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or pushed under the door at 
any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com.  
For one off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and slip it under the font door. You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



The Pastor’s Pen 
My thanks to those local businesses 
who are making this newsletter 
available in hard copy format 
throughout our district: all of the 
pharmacies in our district (Ingham, 
Halifax and Forrest Beach), The 
Paper Shop, Rupp’s Plumbers and 
Spar Halifax. I know that Joe Rupp 
has been putting them into the 
hands of many parishioners as they 
walk into his shop - that’s exactly 
what we like to see :)  If you would 
like a hard-copy they are also 
available outside St Peter’s Church, 
St Patrick’s Church and the Parish 
Offices. Grab one at any time from 
Friday onwards. 
This past week, St Peter’s Parish and 
St Patrick’s Parish was able to apply 
for Jobkeeper for our employees. 
Given our predicted drop in income 
of over 15%, we are delighted to be 
able to access this support for our 
staff, especially those who have had 
to reduce hours.  
On Wednesday, I was informed that 
clergy would also become eligible 
for Jobkeeper. This came as a great 
surprise. Under common law, clergy 
are considered self-employed. For 
this reason, we receive no 
superannuation. Even if the level of 
our stipends is fixed and we are paid 
through a central processing office, 
we remain “self-employed.” In our 
case, we are eligible for this 
supplement only for me, as Fr Vinoj 
is neither an Australian Citizen nor a 
Permanent Resident. The difference 
this supplement will make to our 
expenditure is minor, given that I 
am not paid very much. 

Most of the parishes in this diocese 
have no, or minimal, paid staff. Most 
of the parishes in this diocese have 
nowhere near the level of giving that 
our generous parishioners 
contribute to keep our parishes 
operating. Most of the parishes in 
our diocese rely almost solely on 
envelope giving with only low 
numbers using electronic giving. As 
a result, most of the parishes in this 
diocese are in a catastrophic state. 
Two of these parishes will not 
receive the Jobkeeper benefit for 
their clergy as their clergy are not 
Australian citizens or Permanent 
Residents.  
On Wednesday, I consulted with the 
Ingham Parish Council about 
supporting one of these parishes. 
Rather than receiving the benefit of 
simply paying no stipend for me 
during this period, I thought that we 
could use that money to assist a 
near-destitute parish with their 
clergy wages. This would not affect 
our budget, which assumed my 
stipend, but would greatly assist 
another parish. Happily, and 
understandably, all members 
supported the proposal of a part or 
full-payment of another priest’s 
stipend for this six month period. As 
a result, the generosity of our 
parishioners will have a real effect 
not only in our parish communities 
but also for the good of another 
parish in which the people need a 
priest to administer the sacraments, 
to care for the sick, and to bury the 
dying.  
Until we meet again, may God hold 
you safe in the 
palm of his hand. 

“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” 
—St. Augustine  
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SCHEDULE (4 - 9 MAY): 
Mon to Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15) 
Fri: 7.00am  
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
Sun: 8.30am  (Rosary at 8.15am) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
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Requiescant in pace  

Please Pray For:  
Irene Bovero (died this week), 
Jane Christie (died recently), 
Emmanuala Scerri, Carmelo 
Pennisi, Enzo Dallagiacoma, 
Onelio Costa, Maria Scagliotti, Pat 
Mullins, Henry Tranter (annivs at 
this time), Lucy Sorbello, Renzo Di 
Bella, Mary Zampatti, Connie 
Gambino, Rupert, Nellie, Isabel & 
Nicholas Lee, Lino Donadel, Grace 
Licciardello, Giacomo & Giuseppe 
Giliberto, Baldo Fanti, Vittorio & 
Maria Cantoni, Joshua La Rosa, 
Salvatore & Nunziatina Musumeci.  

Please keep in your prayers:  
Patrick Leonardi, Wayne Tagney, 

Belinda Milton 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. 
Amen.  

May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the 

mercy of God, 
 rest in peace.  Amen. 


