
Praying at Home 

God’s Word 

FIRST READING 

From the Acts of the Apostles 
About this time, when the number of 
disciples was increasing, the 
Hellenists made a complaint against 
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution 
their own widows were being 
overlooked. So the Twelve called a full 
meeting of the disciples and 
addressed them, 'It would not be 
right for us to neglect the word of 
God so as to give out food; you, 
brothers, must select from among 
yourselves seven men of good 
reputation, filled with the Spirit and 
with wisdom; we will hand over this 
duty to them, and continue to devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the service 
of the word.' The whole assembly 
approved of this proposal and elected 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. They presented 
these to the apostles, who prayed and 
laid their hands on them. 
The word of the Lord continued to 
spread: the number of disciples in 
Jerusalem was greatly increased, and 
a large group of priests made their 
submission to the faith. 
  

PSALM 

R.   Lord, let your mercy be on us,  
 as we place our trust in you. 
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you 
just; for praise is fitting for loyal 
hearts. Give thanks to the Lord upon 
the harp, with a ten-stringed lute sing 
him songs.     R. 
For the word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted. The 
Lord loves justice and right and fills 
the earth with his love.   R. 

The Lord looks on those who revere 
him, on those who hope in his love, to 
rescue their souls from death, to keep  
them alive in famine.   R.  
 

SECOND READING 

From the First Letter of St Peter 
The Lord is the living stone, rejected 
by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him; set yourselves close 
to him so that you too, the holy 
priesthood that offers the spiritual 
sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made 
acceptable to God, may be living 
stones making a spiritual house. As 
scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a 
precious cornerstone that I have 
chosen and the man who rests his 
trust on it will not be disappointed. 
That means that for you who are 
believers, it is precious; but for 
unbelievers, the stone rejected by the 
builders has proved to be the 
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a 
rock to bring men down. They 
stumble over it because they do not 
believe in the word; it was the fate in 
store for them. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 
people set apart to sing the praises of 
God who called you out of the 
darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, 
says the Lord; no one comes to the 
Father, except through me.  Alleluia! 
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GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of John   
Jesus said to his disciples: 
'Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father's 
house; if there were not, I should 
have told you. I am now going to 
prepare a place for you, and after I 
have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; so 
that where I am you may be too. You 
know the way to the place where I am 
going.' 
Thomas said, 'Lord, we do not know 
where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?' Jesus said: 
'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, you 
know my Father too. From this 
moment you know him and have seen 
him.' 
Philip said, 'Lord, let us see the Father 
and then we shall be satisfied.' 'Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip,' 
said Jesus to him 'and you still do not 
know me? 
'To have seen me is to have seen the 
Father, so how can you say, "Let us 
see the Father"? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me? The words I say to you I do 
not speak as from myself: it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing this 
work. You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me;  believe it on the evidence of 
this work, if for no other reason. 
'I tell you most solemnly, whoever 
believes in me will perform the same 

works as I do myself, he will perform 
even greater works, because I am 
going to the Father.'  
 

INTERCESSIONS 

For mothers - that the great gift of 
bringing to fullness of life, the 
children who have been placed in 
their care, be a gift that receives its 
own nourishment, encouragement 
and guidance.  Lord, in your mercy….. 
Hear our prayer.   
For leaders of nations – that they be 
people of grace, empathy, integrity 
and dignity. Lord, in your mercy... 
For all whose homes have become 
places of physical or emotional 
violence during self-isolation – that 
those who inflict pain on others 
develop self-discipline and 
compassion, and that those who have 
been hurt, find safety and healing. 
Lord, in your mercy… 
For students in Prep, Grade 1, Grade 
11 and Grade 12, who return to 
school this week and for our teachers 
and support staff—that this be a 
week filled with joy and learning. 
Lord, in your mercy... 
For those who struggle with mental 
illness or anxiety – that they learn, not 
to let their hearts be troubled, but 
rather to trust in the goodness and 
providence of God. Lord, in your 
mercy... 
We pray for our departed mothers 
along with those who, in these times, 
have died isolated from their 
families—that the Good Shepherd 
lead them to eternal rest. We 
remember also  …  Lord, in your 
mercy… 

PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, lover 
of the human race, healer of all our 
wounds, in whom there is no shadow 
of death, save us in this time of crisis; 
grant wisdom and courage to our 
leaders; watch over all medical people 
as they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of solidarity 
beyond all isolation; if our doors are 
closed, let our hearts be open. By the 
power of your love destroy the virus 
of fear, that hope may never die and 
the light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the whole 
world. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
    pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
    pray for us. 
 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,   
and I desire to receive You  
into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment  
receive You sacramentally,   
come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace You  
as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 
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Who Makes the Coffee? 
Early one morning, a husband and wife were playfully arguing over who should get out of the warm bed to make the 
coffee. Finally, the wife folded her arms and said decidedly, “You have to make the coffee. It’s in the Bible!” 
The husband was shocked. “Is not! Show me!” 
Pulling out her Bible, the wife opened it at the New Testament and declared, “It says right here — HEBREWS!” 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or pushed under the door at 
any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com.  
For one off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and slip it under the font door. You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



The Pastor’s Pen 
A very happy mothers day to all 
our mums. For those members of 
the communities whose mothers 
have finished their earthly 
journeys, we hold them up in 
prayer in a special way this 
weekend. 
This week, because I am insane, I 
began a series of talks online 
about the Mass. When I was young 
and not as tragically weathered by 
the years, I gave some talks called 
“Getting More Out of Mass”.  I am 
revisiting these. I decided to spend 
5 minutes a day on each small part 
of the Mass—Five Minutes?  Who 
am I kidding? The second night hit 
45 minutes!   
Anyway, if you’re interested in 
learning a bit about the history of 
the Mass, a bit about why we do 
the things we do, a bit about my 
opinions on absolutely 
everything… I am going live most 
days on facebook.com/
inghamcatholic. These are 
available live on our website at 
inghamcatholic.com/adulted and 
also there for later viewing. If you 
missed the start, go to 
inghamcatholic.com/getting-more-
out-of-mass/ . I will embed every 
video there, in order, together with 
all handouts. 
I was incredibly moved by the 
rendition of Be Not Afraid 
performed by catholic artists 
around the world and presented as 
a virtual choir on youtube. For 
those who missed it on the Parish 

Facebook Page, I have embedded 
it in an announcement on the front 
page of our website. You will not 
regret listening to it. 
I was so inspired that I began 
talking with our Diocesan 
Communications man Neil 
Helmore about it. Within less than 
an afternoon, we had begun 
planning for our own Diocesan 
version of a virtual choir. Stay 
Tuned! Unfortunately, even though 
Fr Rob Galea features in Be Not 
Afraid, there does not seem to be 
the same interest in me featuring 
in this project :) Did I mention 
earlier that I am insane :) 
It was lovely to be in the house 
with Fr Emmanuel this week for a 
couple of days. I was away, a week 
ago, when he came to our parishes 
for the first time. He is a lovely man 
and is clearly not afraid of hard 
work. It’s nice for us to have 
another voice and perspective for 
the celebration of the Mass. 
This past Friday was the feast day 
of St Magdalene of Canossa. This 
had escaped me until Monday 
afternoon when Sr Rita handed me 
copies of prayers and readings for 
the Mass. Unfortunately, I had 
already organised intentions for 
the Friday morning mass, so while 
I could celebrate it with them, I 
could not offer it for them. I will be 
offering Mass on Sunday morning 
for the intentions of Srs Rita and 
Angela, in particular, and for the 
Canossian Sisters around the 
world.  

“If at first you don’t succeed, do it like your mother told you.” 
—Author unknown  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

SCHEDULE (11 - 17 MAY): 
Mon to Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15) 
Fri: 7.00am  
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
Sun: 8.30am  (Rosary at 8.15am) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

Requiescant in pace  

Please Pray For:  
Antonio Reyes Lahoz (died this 
week), Pasqualina Tibaldi. Angelo 
Termine (died last week), Trish 
Caelli, Francesca Motti, Olga 
Boccalatte, Nunziatina Musumeci, 
Duilio De Zolt, Nardo Girgenti, Pat 
Kayrooz, Luigi Navoni, Vittoria 
Navoni (annivs at this time), Ester 
Cantoni, Renzo Di Bella, Janice 
Day, Deceased members Valese & 
Venturato families, Cesira Valese 
& Peggy Borello, Bruna Mason, 
Grazia Spampinato, Connie 
Gambino, Mary Zampatti, Renzo 
Seri, Tony & Pina Di Maggio, 
Baldo Fanti, Salvatore Musumeci, 
Irene Bovero, Joshua La Rosa.  

Please keep in your prayers:  
Patrick Leonardi, Wayne Tagney, 

Belinda Milton 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. 
Amen.  

May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the 

mercy of God, 
 rest in peace.  Amen. 


