
Praying at Home 

God’s Word 

FIRST READING 

From the Acts of the Apostles 
Philip went to a Samaritan town and 
proclaimed the Christ to them. The 
people united in welcoming the 
message Philip preached, either 
because they had heard of the 
miracles he worked or because they 
saw them for themselves. There were, 
for example, unclean spirits that 
came shrieking out of many who 
were possessed, and several 
paralytics and cripples were cured. As 
a result there was great rejoicing in 
that town. 
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to 
them, and they went down there, and 
prayed for the Samaritans to receive 
the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not 
come down on any of them: they had 
only been baptised in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on 
them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
  

PSALM 

R.    Let all the earth  
 cry out to God with joy.  
Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God: 'How tremendous your 
deeds!          R. 
'Before you all the earth shall bow; 
shall sing to you, sing to your name!' 
Come and see the works of God, 
tremendous his deeds among men. R. 
He turned the sea into dry land, 
they passed through the river dry- 
shod. 
Let our joy then be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might.       R. 

Come and hear, all who fear God. 
I will tell what he did for my soul: 
Blessed be God who did not reject my 
prayer 
nor withhold his love from me.       R.  
 

SECOND READING 

From the First Letter of St Peter 
Reverence the Lord Christ in your 
hearts, and always have your answer 
ready for people who ask you the 
reason for the hope that you all have. 
But give it with courtesy and respect 
and with a clear conscience, so that 
those who slander you when you are 
living a good life in Christ may be 
proved wrong in the accusations that 
they bring. And if it is the will of God 
that you should suffer, it is better to 
suffer for doing right than for doing 
wrong. 
Why, Christ himself, innocent though 
he was, had died once for sins, died 
for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the 
body he was put to death, in the spirit 
he was raised to life. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we 
will come to them.  Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of John   
 Jesus said to his disciples: 
'If you love me you will keep my 
commandments. 
I shall ask the Father, 
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and he will give you another Advocate 
to be with you for ever, 
that Spirit of truth 
whom the world can never receive 
since it neither sees nor knows him; 
but you know him, 
because he is with you, he is in you. 
I will not leave your orphans; 
I will come back to you. 
In a short time the world will no 
longer see me; 
but you will see me, 
because I live and you will live. 
On that day 
you will understand that I am in my 
Father 
and you in me and I in you. 
Anybody who receives my 
commandments and keeps them 
will be one who loves me; 
and anybody who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, 
and I shall love him and show myself 
to him.'  
 

INTERCESSIONS 

That in union with Pope Francis, who 
seeks the particular help of Mary 
during this pandemic, we may join 
with him in asking God to deliver the 
world from this virus and the anxiety 
which it is generating. Lord, in your 
mercy….. Hear our prayer.   
That in his saving Mercy God will 
rescue our world from danger again 
and restore to the human family a 
new experience and sense of unity, so 
that we become a gentler and more 
compassionate people. Lord, in your 
mercy... 
That those who heroically care for 
people with the coronavirus, that they 

may be protected from harm 
themselves, and be strengthened by 
Jesus, the Divine Physician. Lord, in 
your mercy... 
That all who face financial stress at 
this time, those who have lost 
employment, or have no money for 
food and shelter, and for charities 
which seek to give them support, that 
governments and communities will 
work together to relieve this 
suffering. Lord, in your mercy… 
That all who are sick with the 
coronavirus around the world, that 
they may receive the gift of healing 
and be strengthened in their spirit 
and in faith. Lord, in your mercy... 
For those who have died of the 
coronavirus in hospitals and in 
nursing homes, among health care 
workers, priests, religious and care 
givers, those who have died at home, 
and those who died longing to 
receive the Sacraments that eternal 
life will be theirs. We remember also  
…  Lord, in your mercy… 
 

PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, lover 
of the human race, healer of all our 
wounds, in whom there is no shadow 
of death, save us in this time of crisis; 
grant wisdom and courage to our 
leaders; watch over all medical people 
as they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of solidarity 
beyond all isolation; if our doors are 
closed, let our hearts be open. By the 
power of your love destroy the virus 
of fear, that hope may never die and 

the light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the whole 
world. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
    pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
    pray for us. 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,   
and I desire to receive You  
into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment  
receive You sacramentally,   
come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace You  
as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Bored Meeting  
After a long, dry sermon, the pastor announced that he wished to meet with the church board following the close of the 
service.  
The first man to arrive and greet the minister was a total stranger.  
“You misunderstood,” the priest said. “This is a meeting of board members.”   
“I know,” said the man, “but if there is anyone here more bored than I am, I’d like to meet him.” 



17 MAY 2020 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the letter slot 
to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: 
parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure form at 
inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time.  You can go online at 
inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



The Pastor’s Pen 
Since I last wrote, our Prime Minister 
and our Premier have announced a 
massive easing of restrictions over 
three stages. As I write this, the 
Public Directions have still not been 
announced.  
I have been working, under the 
direction of the Bishop with a 
number of Diocesan staff, on tools 
for developing a COVIDsafe 
Operations Plan. We will not be 
reopening our churches for private 
prayer or public worship (even with 
reduced numbers) until such a plan 
is developed and signed-off by the 
Bishop. We want to ensure that our 
operations are as safe and healthy 
as possible.  
During the week, Fr V and I met with 
most staff to review our office/
meeting operations and to ensure 
that these were COVIDsafe. We 
identified a number of holes in our 
operations and everyone has been 
very busy on signage and processes, 
etc.  
This Monday Night, I will meet with 
members of the Abergowrie, Halifax 
and Ingham Parish Councils to 
review and plan for the gradual re-
opening of our Churches. By next 
weekend, I should have more 
information for you all. Your health 
and safety is our top priority and we 
will do all we can for that sake. 
Naturally, we all need to play a part. 
The easing of restrictions is not a 
return to normal. We will need to 
keep contact registers of everyone 
who comes into the office and every 
visitor to our churches. We will all 
need to stay at home if we are 

unwell and practice physical 
distancing all of the time. 
I am very concerned that last 
weekend an enormous number of 
people returned to normal in their 
shopping habits and in their 
exchanges of affections and that this 
puts our entire community at risk. If 
you are unable to go through a 
week without touching lots of 
people that you don’t live with, then 
for the sake of the people of God, 
stay home. 
Our community is particularly at risk 
given its age profile and the number 
of people with more than one 
condition which makes them 
susceptible to COVID-19. A quite 
frightening map published on 
Wednesday from a University of 
NSW study paints our postcode a 
very bright red—on a scale of 1 to 
100 we are at 97!!! As a community, 
we have an obligation to stay 
attentive to all of the safe measures 
we have put in place these last two 
months. 
Some people are ringing to organise 
baptisms and weddings. We are 
accepting such bookings on the 
understanding that if there is a 
COVID-19 outbreak, then severe 
restrictions could be imposed with 
only a day’s notice.  
On a more pastoral note, I was 
granted access again, this week, to 
Palms Nursing Home and was able 
to visit the residents for communion 
and anointing of the sick (sanitising 
my hands between each person). It 
was delightful to see these familiar 
faces again and they were delighted 
to have an ‘outsider’ visit. Fr V has 
also anointed the residents of 
Canossa Home, who are already well 
cared for by our Sisters who play the 
Mass for them on TV and distribute 
Holy Communion. 
We are trying to organise some 
Home Communions. But, the regular 
practice of our parishioners taking 
communion to the sick and aged will 
not restart until we have our COVID-
safe plans in place. 
God bless, 

“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can drown out the thundering noise of an entire world.” 
—David Jeremiah 

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

SCHEDULE (18 - 24 MAY): 
Mon to Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15) 
Fri: 7.00am (Rosary at 6.45am) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
Sun: 8.30am  (Rosary at 8.15am) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

Requiescant in pace  

Please Pray For:  
Carmela Bondin, Grazia 
Spampinato, Beatrice Versace, 
Graeme McCormick, Renee Guy 
(annivs at this time), Lucy 
Sorbello, Deceased members 
Vardanega & Aili families, Les 
Sullivan, Harry Kanakis, Frank 
Rupp, Renzo Di Bella, Antonio 
Ficarra, Connie Gambino, Mary 
Zampatti, Deceased members 
Antoniutti, Giliberto, Pavoni & 
Tabacchi families, Baldo Fanti, 
Salvatore & Nunziatina Musumeci, 
Irene Bovero, Pat Kayrooz, Lino 
Donadel, Luigi Casagrande, 
Leonardo Girgenti.  

Please keep in your prayers:  
Patrick Leonardi, Wayne Tagney, 

Belinda Milton 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. 
Amen.  

May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the 

mercy of God, 
 rest in peace.  Amen. 


