
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the book of Wisdom  
There is no god, other than you, 
who cares for everything, 
to whom you might have to 
prove that you never judged 
unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in 
strength, 
your sovereignty over all makes 
you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when 
your sovereign power is 
questioned 
and you expose the insolence of 
those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, 
you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great 
lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your 
power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a 
lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be 
kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the 
good hope 
that after sin you will grant 
repentance. 
  

PSALM 

R.   Lord, you are good and  
 forgiving.      
O Lord, you are good and 
forgiving, full of love to all who 
call. Give heed, O Lord, to my 

prayer and attend to the sound 
of my voice.    R. 
All the nations shall come to 
adore you and glorify your name, 
O Lord: for you are great and do 
marvellous deeds, you who alone 
are God.     R. 
But you, God of mercy and 
compassion, slow to anger, O 
Lord, abounding in love and 
truth, turn and take pity on me. 
     R. 
 

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Romans 
The Spirit comes to help us in our 
weakness. For when we cannot 
choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself 
expresses our plea in a way that 
could never be put into words, 
and God who knows everything 
in our hearts knows perfectly 
well what he means, and that 
the pleas of the saints expressed 
by the Spirit are according to the 
mind of God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth; you have 
revealed to little ones the 
mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Matthew   
Jesus put a parable before the 
crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 
While everybody was asleep his 
enemy came, sowed darnel all 
among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted 
and ripened, the darnel 
appeared as well. The owner’s 
servants went to him and said, 
“Sir, was it not good seed that 
you sowed in your field? If so, 
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where does the darnel come 
from?” “Some enemy has done 
this” he answered. And the 
servants said, “Do you want us to 
go and weed it out?” But he said, 
“No, because when you weed out 
the darnel you might pull up the 
wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at 
harvest time I shall say to the 
reapers: First collect the darnel 
and tie it in bundles to be burnt, 
then gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’ 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

That the Church will always pray 
in the Holy Spirit, so that every 
member will open their hearts to 
God, who knows our deepest 
longings. Lord, in your mercy….. 
Hear our prayer.   

That in a world full of the weeds 
of greed, lies and corruption, we 
will find in the word of Jesus the 
grace to be generous, truthful 
and to act with integrity. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

That the children who are 
preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
continue to grow in knowledge, 
faith and love of the Lord. Lord, in 
your mercy... 

That in those places around the 
world where the COVID-19 
pandemic is present among the 
poorest, governments will help 
each other to come to their aid in 
a spirit of human solidarity. Lord, 
in your mercy... 

That all working on harvesters, 
haul-outs and in the mills during 
this harvest season in our district 
be kept safe until season’s end. 
Lord, in your mercy... 

That the sick and those beset by 
life’s misfortunes may be 
consoled by the harvest of 
encouragement from their 
community and friends. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

That all of our departed 
parishioners, relatives and friends 
will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of the heavenly Father. 
We remember also …  Lord, in 
your mercy… 
 

PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, 
lover of the human race, healer 
of all our wounds, in whom there 
is no shadow of death, save us in 
this time of crisis; grant wisdom 
and courage to our leaders; 
watch over all medical people as 
they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of 
solidarity beyond all isolation; if 
our doors are closed, let our 
hearts be open. By the power of 
your love destroy the virus of fear, 
that hope may never die and the 
light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the 
whole world. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
   pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
   pray for us. 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  I believe that You are 
present  in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I love You above all 
things,  and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot 
at this moment receive You 
sacramentally,  come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  I 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

The Jewish sage speaks of God 
as master of all who judges us 
with clemency and governs us 
with leniency. What are some 
areas of your life that make 
you grateful for a merciful 
God?    

SECOND READING 

Paul teaches the Christians in 
Rome that the Spirit helps us 
“to pray as we ought.” When do 
you find yourself most at 
prayer?    

GOSPEL READING 

We hear today a series of 
parables describing aspects of 
the kingdom of heaven: the 
parable of the weeds among 
the wheat, the parable of the 
mustard seed, and the parable 
of the yeast. What do you think 
makes Jesus’ parables such an 
effective method for teaching 
about the mystery of the 
kingdom of heaven?       

SCHEDULE (20 — 25 JULY): 
Mon to Fri : 7.00am 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
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Are You Listening? 
A little girl was kneeling beside her bed with her mother and grandmother, softly saying her prayers. "Dear God, 
please bless Mummy and Daddy and all the family, and please give me a good night's sleep." 
Suddenly she looked up and shouted, "And don't forget to give me a bicycle for my birthday!" 
"There is no need to shout like that," said her mother. "God isn't deaf." 
"No," said the little girl, "but Grandma is." 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 

New Planned Giving Weekly Envelopes 
The new planned giving weekly envelopes for  
St Patrick’s Ingham have commenced. 
If you haven’t already collected your envelopes,  
they are available from St Patrick’s Church during 
Mass times. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with 
your offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time.  You can go online 
at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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Like us, the Missionaries of the Poor in Naga City 
have been placed, until recently, under a general 
quarantine. Only two weeks ago, they were able to 
reopen their Church to allow some locals to join 
the residents of their care facility for Mass. 
During this period, their Preschool has been closed.   
Nazareth Preschool offers free nursery and 
kindergarten education to children of 
impoverished families coming from the poorer 
areas of Naga City.  The objective is to provide for 
them a solid foundation in education along with 
the fundamentals of our Christian faith which will 
help them navigate through life.  
Last school year, they were able to educate 133 
pupils.  Each year, their intake ranges from 120 to 
200 students. For the 2020/2021 school year, they 
were hoping to reach 200 pupils.  With COVID-19 
disrupting everything, however, they have had to 
reduce the foreseeable numbers to accommodate 
the prescribed social distancing in schools. 
Apart from free education, the Missionaries of the 
Poor also provide free transportation to their 
students.  Each day, they are picked up from their 
homes and dropped off later. Uniforms, books and 
stationery are all provided free of charge. Dental 
care is provided regularly, while morning and 
afternoon snacks are provided daily.  A special 
nutrition program is also in place for some of the 
more malnourished pupils. 
Under the so-called General Community 
Quarantine, the Missionaries of the Poor are taking 
advantage of the summer season to do some 
refurbishing of the school.  Among the works that 

need to be done are the tiling of floors, 
replacement of windows, repainting, and 
construction of much needed tables, cabinets and 
dividers.  They are hoping to get all of this done 
before the new school year opens.  
Thanks to the hard work of previous adult 
volunteers, who have continued to support the 
MOPs through activities such as our annual Charity 
Golf Day, our parish is in a position to fund this 
refurbishment project. This past week, I was able to 
empty the Missions Account and transfer funds to 
the Brothers for these works. I was also able to 
provide a small amount above that requested 
which was sent on the basis that it be used for the 
Kindergarten in providing scholarships for children 
and for the employment of staff. 

STILL REACHING OUT  
ACROSS THE WATERS 
NAZARETH PRESCHOOL  
REFURBISHMENT PROJECT — NAGA CITY 

A Message from St Vincent de Paul Society, Ingham 

If you or someone you know has been impacted by Covid-19 through loss of work or loss of hours etc., 
St Vincent de Paul is here for you now more than ever.  It is OK to ask for help.  Call 1800 846 643. 

Quiz Answer: C (See Exodus 7:14–12:32.)   
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KID’S CORNER 

Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues God brought against Egypt to persuade Pharaoh to let the 
Hebrew people go? 
 
A. an abundance of frogs 
B. the Nile River turned to blood 
C. the collapse of the pyramids 
D. thick darkness  

(Answer : page 6) 



The Pastor’s Pen 
This coming week, over four 
nights, we will celebrate the 
sacrament of Confirmation. As 
soon as we were able, we 
organised materials to allow 
parents to prepare their 
children at home for the 
sacrament. This means that we 
will be able to begin 
preparations for First Holy 
Communion according to our 
original schedule. 
Covid-19 has meant some big 
changes to the way in which we 
can celebrate Confirmation. 
Unfortunately, we are still 
limited to one hundred and four 
people per celebration, 
including the clergy and those 
assisting. So, we have had to 
divide our group into four 
nights, rather than the usual 
two. Each child can only be 
accompanied by about seven 
others (adults or children). This 
is very difficult for some of our 
families who almost hit the 
magic number just by adding in 
the child’s sponsor.  

We have also had to tweak 
everything from the laying on of 
hands to the anointing with 
Chrism so as to be covid-safe. 
Please pray for our confirmands 
that this celebration will be one 
in which the Spirit moves 
deeply within them and 
bestows upon them the gifts 
that they most truly need, 
I will continue to be annoyed by 
the fact that when they all sit 

together in family groups, over 
half of the available pews will 
be empty. I am positive that we 
can operate safely at 50% 
capacity but we have to wait at 
least for another stage in our 
government regulations before 
we can take that step. 
The massive outbreak in 
Victoria and the small spot fires 
of covid-19 in NSW are a 
reminder how quickly the virus 
can get out of control. So, we 
continue to operate according 
to government regulation even 
if we think we know better. 

I wrote last week about the 
terrible situation in Victoria. Of 
course, when we look at the 
international news, our 
situation pales in comparison. I 
am very mindful that we have 
parishioners from the USA, 
Brazil and India, which are all 
struggling with incredible 
numbers of cases. We also have 
parishioners from the 
Philippines which is worsening 
and Spain which has had to 
lock down regions again.  

While we enjoy relative 
freedom from the virus in QLD, 
let’s not stop our ardent prayers 
for all those who are afflicted 
with it throughout the world, 
those whose loved ones are sick 
or have died, and those 
incredible men and women 
who work in healthcare and the 
sciences in the battle against 
covid-19. 

God bless 

 Faith is believing what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe. 
—St. Augustine  
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REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For: Josephine 
(Josie) Di Bella, Mario 
Boccalatte, Ross Bonanno, 
Marian La Rosa, Kathleen 
Woolley, Bruna Orsetto (annivs 
at this time), Renzo Di Bella, 
Magdalena Hiceta, Frank 
Girgenti, Connie Gambino, Mary 
Zampatti, Irene Bovero, Vittorio 
& Maria Cantoni, Ida Bartolini, 
Baldo Fanti, Joe Spina, Ron Hall, 
Deceased members Perticato & 
Navoni families, Giovanni 
Orsetto  

Please keep in your prayers:  

Wayne Tagney, Belinda Milton 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy 
of God, 

 rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Welcome to new 
children of God:  

Ethan Nate Thomson   
 & Arthur Bernardo Gofton  

 baptised this Sunday at  
   St Patrick’s  

MASS SCHEDULE (18/19 JULY TO 25/26 JULY): 
This Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm; Sun 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Abergowrie: Sun 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Fri 7.00am 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm; Sun 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 


