
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the first book of the Kings  
The Lord appeared to Solomon in 
a dream and said, ‘Ask what you 
would like me to give 
you.’ Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my 
God, you have made your servant 
king in succession to David my 
father. But I am a very young 
man, unskilled in leadership. 
Your servant finds himself in the 
midst of this people of yours that 
you have chosen, a people so 
many its numbers cannot be 
counted or reckoned. Give your 
servant a heart to understand 
how to discern between good 
and evil, for who could govern 
this people of yours that is so 
great?’ It pleased the Lord 
that Solomon should have asked 
for this. ‘Since you have asked for 
this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked 
for long life for yourself or riches 
or the lives of your enemies, but 
have asked for a discerning 
judgement for yourself, here and 
now I do what you ask. I give you 
a heart wise and shrewd as none 
before you has had and none will 
have after you.’ 
  

PSALM 

R.    Lord, I love your commands..      
My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 
is to obey your word. The law 
from your mouth means more to 

me than silver and gold.   R. 
Let your love be ready to console 
me by your promise to your 
servant. Let your love come to me 
and I shall live for your law is my 
delight.    R. 
That is why I love your 
commands more than finest 
gold. That is why I rule my life by 
your precepts: I hate false ways. 
     R. 
Your will is wonderful indeed; 
therefore I obey it. The unfolding 
of your word gives light and 
teaches the simple.   R. 
    

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Romans 
We know that by turning 
everything to their good God co-
operates with all those who love 
him, with all those that he has 
called according to his purpose. 
They are the ones he chose 
specially long ago and intended 
to become true images of his 
Son, so that his Son might be the 
eldest of many brothers. He 
called those he intended for this; 
those he called he justified, and 
with those he justified he shared 
his glory. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth; you have 
revealed to little ones the 
mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Matthew   
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it 
again, goes off happy, sells 
everything he owns and buys the 
field. 
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‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls; when he finds one of 
great value he goes and sells 
everything he owns and buys it. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a dragnet cast into the sea 
that brings in a haul of all kinds. 
When it is full, the fishermen 
haul it ashore; then, sitting down, 
they collect the good ones in a 
basket and throw away those 
that are no use. This is how it will 
be at the end of time: the angels 
will appear and separate the 
wicked from the just to throw 
them into the blazing furnace 
where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth. 
‘Have you understood all this?’ 
They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to 
them, ‘Well, then, every scribe 
who becomes a disciple of the 
kingdom of heaven is like a 
householder who brings out 
from his storeroom things both 
new and old.’ 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

May Pope Francis be filled with 
that Holy Wisdom of the Spirit, so 
that he can teach and serve with 
truth and humility. Lord, in your 
mercy….. Hear our prayer.   

May the youth of the Church 
follow the example of the 
youthful Solomon, and before 
success, power and material 
goods, seek true Wisdom in the 
Spirit which will guide them 
through life. Lord, in your mercy… 

May each of us long for the 
Kingdom of Heaven and seek it 
as the true treasure prepared for 
us, value it as God’s gift of great 
worth, and know that it is Jesus 
who gathers us into it at the end 

of time. Lord, in your mercy... 

May the children who received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
continue to grow in knowledge, 
faith and love of the Lord. Lord, in 
your mercy... 

May all working on harvesters, 
haul-outs and in the mills during 
this harvest season in our district 
be kept safe until season’s end. 
Lord, in your mercy... 

May those who are sick through 
the Covid 19 pandemic and 
through many other illnesses, 
feel the comforting presence of 
God, be given all the help they 
need through the medical and 
nursing professions, and receive 
tenderness from family, friends 
and the Church. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

May those who have died alone 
without the presence of family 
and friends be welcomed joyfully 
into the Kingdom of Heaven by 
Mary and all the Angels and 
Saints. We remember also …  
Lord, in your mercy… 
 

PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, 
lover of the human race, healer 
of all our wounds, in whom there 
is no shadow of death, save us in 
this time of crisis; grant wisdom 
and courage to our leaders; 
watch over all medical people as 
they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of 
solidarity beyond all isolation; if 
our doors are closed, let our 
hearts be open. By the power of 
your love destroy the virus of fear, 
that hope may never die and the 
light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

whole world. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
   pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
   pray for us. 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  I believe that You are 
present  in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I love You above all 
things,  and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot 
at this moment receive You 
sacramentally,  come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me  
to be separated from You. Amen. 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

As a young man and new king 
of Israel, Solomon asks the 
Lord for the gift of wisdom. 
How do you exercise the virtue 
of wisdom in your daily life?     

SECOND READING 

How do you think Paul can 
assert with such certainty: “We 
know that all things work for 
good for those who love God”?     

GOSPEL READING 

Jesus offers several “end of the 
age” parables to the disciples: 
buried treasure and fine pearls 
(a priceless discovery) and the 
large catch of fish (an inclusive 
invitation). What do you think 
Jesus is teaching his disciples 
about the kingdom of heaven?        

SCHEDULE (27 JULY—1 AUGUST): 
Mon to Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Fri: 7.00am 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
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The Helper 
A pastor was walking down the street one day when he noticed a small boy trying to press a doorbell on a house 
across the street. However, the doorbell was too high for the little boy to reach.  
After watching the boy’s efforts for some time, the pastor walked across the street to assist. He stepped up behind 
the boy, kindly placed his hand on the child’s shoulder, leaned over, and gave the doorbell a solid ring. 
Crouching down to the child’s level, the pastor smiled benevolently and asked, “And now what, my little man?” 
To which the boy replied, “Now we run!” 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with 
your offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time.  You can go online 
at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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Like us, the Missionaries of the Poor in Naga City 
have been placed, until recently, under a general 
quarantine. Only two weeks ago, they were able to 
reopen their Church to allow some locals to join 
the residents of their care facility for Mass. 
During this period, their Preschool has been closed.   
Nazareth Preschool offers free nursery and 
kindergarten education to children of 
impoverished families coming from the poorer 
areas of Naga City.  The objective is to provide for 
them a solid foundation in education along with 
the fundamentals of our Christian faith which will 
help them navigate through life.  
Last school year, they were able to educate 133 
pupils.  Each year, their intake ranges from 120 to 
200 students. For the 2020/2021 school year, they 
were hoping to reach 200 pupils.  With COVID-19 
disrupting everything, however, they have had to 
reduce the foreseeable numbers to accommodate 
the prescribed social distancing in schools. 
Apart from free education, the Missionaries of the 
Poor also provide free transportation to their 
students.  Each day, they are picked up from their 
homes and dropped off later. Uniforms, books and 
stationery are all provided free of charge. Dental 
care is provided regularly, while morning and 
afternoon snacks are provided daily.  A special 
nutrition program is also in place for some of the 
more malnourished pupils. 
Under the so-called General Community 
Quarantine, the Missionaries of the Poor are taking 
advantage of the summer season to do some 
refurbishing of the school.  Among the works that 

need to be done are the tiling of floors, 
replacement of windows, repainting, and 
construction of much needed tables, cabinets and 
dividers.  They are hoping to get all of this done 
before the new school year opens.  
Thanks to the hard work of previous adult 
volunteers, who have continued to support the 
MOPs through activities such as our annual Charity 
Golf Day, our parish is in a position to fund this 
refurbishment project. This past week, I was able to 
empty the Missions Account and transfer funds to 
the Brothers for these works. I was also able to 
provide a small amount above that requested 
which was sent on the basis that it be used for the 
Kindergarten in providing scholarships for children 
and for the employment of staff. 

STILL REACHING OUT  
ACROSS THE WATERS 
NAZARETH PRESCHOOL  
REFURBISHMENT PROJECT — NAGA CITY 

A Message from St Vincent de Paul Society, Ingham 

If you or someone you know has been impacted by Covid-19 through loss of work or loss of hours etc., 
St Vincent de Paul is here for you now more than ever.  It is OK to ask for help.  Call 1800 846 643. 

Quiz Answer: C  
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The precise number varies depending on the Bible version, but roughly how many times does the word 
“love” occur in the Old and New Testaments combined? 
 
A. 200-300 
B. 400-500 
C. 600-700 
D. 800-900 

(Answer : page 6) 



The Pastor’s Pen 
As I write this, I have just finished 
celebrating three out of our four 
nights of Confirmations. As I 
mentioned last week, the 
coronavirus has impacted on our 
celebrations, especially in 
reduced numbers at each 
celebration and the need to have 
four nights of confirmations 
rather than two. The smaller 
crowds, and the absence of our 
Bishop, has meant that the 
celebrations have been markedly 
more intimate. It has been lovely 
to receive so many positive 
comments from families about 
how nice the nights have been. 
It has been a special privilege for 
me to be able to celebrate the 
sacrament again, as I did during 
those few years when we were 
without a Bishop. Having been 
here almost a dozen years, I 
married a number of the parents 
and baptised a large number of 
the children and it has been very 
special to minister this next stage 
in their spiritual/sacramental 
journey.  
Huge thanks to Marcella for 
getting everything together with 
very little notice and organising a 
way forward for the celebration. 
Thanks to the parents for 
preparing their children at home. 
Thanks to those who assisted on 
the night with the smooth 
running of things and with 
photos. 

There have been a couple of 
complaints and a couple of sharp 
looks with regard to the recently 
installed speed bump in the St 

Patrick’s car park. Our Lady of 
Lourdes school installed the 
speed bump as a safety measure 
during BUS O’CLOCK. Numerous 
people enter and leave the car 
park without paying due 
attention to the children walking 
along the footpath. They are 
aware that the speed bump is 
not fit for purpose and are 
having the problem rectified—it 
being too high on the car park 
side. Thank you for your 
patience. 
I have taken advantage of the 
fact that Lourdes was doing 
some work on the car park and 
increasing the size of the 
concrete pad for children 
waiting for the bus, to organise a 
path connecting the church to 
Mercy Hall and to the toilet 
block. I have become quite an 
expert at directing people to the 
Besser block building behind the 
annexe attached to the back of 
Mercy Hall, just behind the sugar 
cane, if they weave through the 
cars. It will be easier to direct 
people along a path, as well as 
safer and drier during rain 
season. The path will also 
connect the back of the hall to 
the front.  

When that work is done, the car 
park with have a new load of 
crusher dust applied. Currently, 
it is covered with the soil dug out 
for the recent works. Rain has 
not helped with completing the 
works. Again, thank you for your 
patience. 

God bless 

 “He who sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he who plants kindness gathers love.” 
—St. Basil  
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REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For: Matilde Fabbro 
(died this week), Ruby Campbell 
(Brisbane)(died last week), 
Ettore Firmi, Mary Cauchi, 
Vennero Altadonna, Margaret 
Bosworth, Salvatore Marino, 
Claudio Tognini, Ferruccio 
Vettoretto, Elena Vincenzi 
(annivs at this time), Magdalena 
Hiceta, Janice Day, Connie 
Gambino, Augustine Cauchi, 
Alfio Di Giacomo, Irene Bovero, 
Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Mary 
Zampatti, Baldo Fanti, Frank 
Girgenti, Ron Hall, Ida Bartolini 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Wayne Tagney, Belinda Milton 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy 
of God, 

 rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Welcome to new 
children of God:  

Hudson Christopher Fichera & 
Ryder Antonio Lazzaroni  
baptised this Sunday at  

  St Patrick’s  

MASS SCHEDULE (25/26 JULY TO 1/2 AUGUST): 
This Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Thu 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am; Abergowrie: Sun 10.00am 


