
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the prophet Isaiah  
Thus says the Lord of hosts to 
Shebna, the master of the palace: 
I dismiss you from your office, 
I remove you from your post, 
and the same day I call on my 
servant 
Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 
I invest him with your robe, 
gird him with your sash, 
entrust him with your authority; 
and he shall be a father 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and to the House of Judah. 
I place the key of the House of 
David 
on his shoulder; 
should he open, no one shall 
close, 
should he close, no one shall 
open. 
I drive him like a peg 
into a firm place; 
he will become a throne of glory 
for his father's house. 
  

PSALM 

R.     Lord, your love is eternal; 
 do not forsake the work of 
    your hands. 
I thank you, Lord, with all my 
heart, you have heard the words 
of my mouth. Before the angels I 
will bless you. I will adore before 
your holy temple.   R. 
I thank you for your faithfulness 

and love which excel all we ever 
knew of you. On the day I called, 
you answered; you increased the 
strength of my soul.   R. 
The Lord is high yet he looks on 
the lowly and the haughty he 
knows from afar. Your love, O 
Lord, is eternal, discard not the 
work of your hands.   R.
  

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Romans 
How rich are the depths of God – 
how deep his wisdom and 
knowledge – and how impossible 
to penetrate his motives or 
understand his methods! Who 
could ever know the mind of the 
Lord? Who could ever be his 
counsellor? Who could ever give 
him anything or lend him 
anything? All that exists comes 
from him; all is by him and for 
him. To him be glory for ever! 
Amen. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, the rock on which 
I will build my Church; the gates 
of hell will not hold out against it. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Matthew   
When Jesus came to the region 
of Caesarea Philippi he put this 
question to his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?’ 
And they said, ‘Some say he is 
John the Baptist, some Elijah, 
and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said 
‘who do you say I am?’ Then 
Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are 
the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of 
the living God.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a 
happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this 
to you but my Father in heaven. 
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So I now say to you: You are Peter 
and on this rock I will build my 
Church. And the gates of the 
underworld can never hold out 
against it. I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven: 
whatever you bind on earth shall 
be considered bound in heaven; 
whatever you loose on earth shall 
be considered loosed in heaven.’ 
Then he gave the disciples strict 
orders not to tell anyone that he 
was the Christ. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

For Pope Francis, successor of St 
Peter, that he will confirm the 
faith of his brothers and sisters, 
and lead us to a deeper 
commitment to Jesus, the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. Lord, in 
your mercy….. Hear our prayer.   

For those who have been forced 
into the modern forms of slavery, 
that on this International Day for 
the Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition, a new 
energy will confront and 
overcome this new evil. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

For Christians suffering violent 
persecution and those whose 
religious freedom is seriously 
restricted, that they will know 
the truth of Jesus’ words that no 
forces of evil will overcome the 
Church. Lord, in your mercy... 

For those preparing for their First 
Holy Communion, that they may 
experience God’s love for them in 
the gift of Jesus in the 
Sacrament. Lord, in your mercy... 

For all working with heavy 
machinery during this harvest 
season in our district, that they 
be kept safe until season’s end. 

Lord, in your mercy... 

For our world living in this Covid 
19 pandemic, that God will 
deliver us from present danger, 
heal the sick, comfort the 
sorrowful, enlighten researchers, 
make wise the leaders of nations, 
and help all to grow in charity . 
Lord, in your mercy… 

For all of our parishioners, 
relatives and friends who have 
died, that they will enter the 
glory of God. We remember also…  
Lord, in your mercy… 
 
 
PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, 
lover of the human race, healer 
of all our wounds, in whom there 
is no shadow of death, save us in 
this time of crisis; grant wisdom 
and courage to our leaders; 
watch over all medical people as 
they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of 
solidarity beyond all isolation; if 
our doors are closed, let our 
hearts be open. By the power of 
your love destroy the virus of fear, 
that hope may never die and the 
light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the 
whole world. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
   pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
   pray for us. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present  in 
the Most Holy Sacrament.   
I love You above all things,   
and I desire to receive You into 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

my soul.   
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,   
come at least spiritually into my 
heart.   
I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You.  
Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

The Lord condemns Shebna (a 
scribe under King Hezekiah) 
for ignoring Isaiah’s prophetic 
warning and elevates Eliakim 
with “a seat of honor.” How 
well do you listen to prophetic 
voices?         

SECOND READING 

We hear today Paul’s 
concluding remarks from 
Romans 9:11 (reflections on 
God’s plan of salvation for 
Jews and Gentiles). Paul 
contends that God’s ways are 
beyond our understanding. Do 
you find this comforting or 
unsettling?         

GOSPEL READING 

Jesus informs Peter that his 
confession of him as “the 
Messiah, the Son of the living 
God” is divinely inspired. How 
do you imagine Peter 
personally reacted to the news 
of this revelation?           

SCHEDULE (24 — 29 AUGUST): 
Mon : 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Tue : 7.00am 
Wed & Thu : 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Fri: 7.00am 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
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inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 
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Words from Beyond There once was an Illinois man who left the snow-filled streets of Chicago for a vacation 
in Florida. His wife was on a business trip and was planning to meet him there the next day. When he reached 
his hotel, he decided to send his wife a quick e-mail. Unfortunately, he missed one letter when entering her 
address. So his note was directed instead to an elderly preacher’s wife, whose husband had passed away only 
the day before. When the grieving widow checked her e-mail, she took one look at the monitor, let out a 
piercing scream, and fainted to the floor. At the sound, her family rushed into the room and saw this note on 
the screen: “Dearest Wife. Just got checked in. Everything prepared for your arrival tomorrow. Signed, Your 
eternally loving husband. P.S. Sure is hot down here.” 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with 
your offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time.  You can go online 
at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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Sacramental Programme 
The end of one programme of the sacraments means the beginning of another.   
Invitations are going out to families to attend one of two parent meetings for the next Sacramental  
Programme.  Parent meetings will be held in Mercy Hall on Monday 14 September at 7.00pm and  
Tuesday 15 September at 9.00am.   
If you know a child in grade 2 at one of our State Schools, or an older child who has not completed the 
sacraments, please invite their family to contact the office on 4776 2600. 
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Welcome to new children of 
God:  

Chad Ferrero, Katlyn Barra, 
Cooper Schembri,  

                 Kurt Accornero & Jada Roveglia                                            
 baptised this Sunday  

 at St Patrick’s  

Position Vacant 

We are looking for expressions of interest 
for a newly created position.  The person 
would be required to be available for and 
work with the equipment needed for 
streaming funerals.  It’s not as 
complicated as it sounds.  All training 
will be provided.  Hours estimated would 
be a couple of hours per week.  For how 
you would be supported and what you 
would earn, please call the Parish office 
during work hours. 

 
Catholic Youth Commission, Townsville 
Diocese  
Bishop Tim is establishing a Diocesan 
Youth Commission and is looking for 
members. If you love God, care about 
young people, live in or beyond 
Townsville and enjoy working in a team 
to create and develop vision and 
strategies you may want to put in an 
Expression of Interest. Email 
youth@tsv.catholic.org.au to receive an 
Information Pack and register for an 
information session (dates: 18/08/20 or 
29/08/20). For more information contact 
our Youth Office – 4726 3262.  Closing 
date: Friday 4 September. 
 

Alpha Online Youth Series  
Join us for 8 weeks of Online Alpha. Every 
week we meet online to watch a video 
and have discussions about life, purpose 
and faith. During week 6 we go away on 
an Alpha weekend to continue Alpha, 
experience spirituality and deepen 
friendships through various activities like 
hiking, fishing, swimming, games night, 
campfire and many more activities. If you 
are aged between 15 and 25 years old, 
live in or beyond Townsville and want to 
explore questions about life, purpose and 
faith with other young people register for 
Alpha. Email: youth@tsv.catholic.org.au 
to register and receive more information. 
Alpha starts Tuesday, 25 August 2020. 



The Pastor’s Pen 
I am away Monday and Tuesday 
of this week leading Professional 
Development for the Assistant 
Principals Religious Education. I 
have to deliver six sessions 
(which are not as yet complete) 
on the Gospel accounts—the 
background, the narratives, and 
connecting them to our lives.  
I’ve had to spend a bit of time 
delving into the RE curriculum, 
looking at the texts and learning 
objectives. I have been very 
impressed by the latest version 
of the curriculum and what it 
sets out for student learning. It 
helped me to understand why 
the young Lourdes’ students, 
during a recent Mass, were able 
to name almost every miracle 
performed by Jesus. 
Please note the change in Mass 
time for Tuesday. Fr V will offer 
Mass in the morning before 
heading off on his day off (which 
is normally Monday). 
As I was returning back to the 
parish on Wednesday, I tuned 
into our live streamed Mass. We 
have been testing out one of our 
new cameras and the new 
system for streaming. I was very 
impressed by both the quality of 
the picture and the quality of the 
audio. Unfortunately, the cabling 
of the church will not now 
happen until the September 
holidays, when the cable men 
are back in the district doing 
more work around our schools. I 

will be looking at installing one 
of the cameras with temporary 
wiring so that we can finally 
move the cameras out of the 
body of the church. You are 
invited to make a donation to 
our live streaming project by 
either dropping a donation in an 
envelope into the parish offices 
or into a collection box or online 
at inghamcatholic.com/
donations. 
At the recent Finance Council 
Meeting, a decision was made to 
seek three quotes for the 
covered entryway in front of St 
Patrick’s Church. We had 
received a first quote 
immediately prior to the covid 
lockdown in March but made a 
decision to put any capital 
works on hold due to expected 
decline in income. Thankfully, a 
combination of significant cuts 
to expenses, the receipt of 
jobkeeper for our staff, and the 
continuation of all electronic 
giving and much envelope 
giving was able to offset the 
significant decline in cash 
income.  
St Patrick’s Parish was able to 
complete the last quarter with 
the tiniest surplus compared to 
most parishes which have had 
to dip into reserves. We were 
also able to assist another 
parish, which is ineligible for 
jobkeeper, to support their 
priest during this time by 
covering his 
wages. 
God bless 

“Every saint has a past. Every sinner has a future.” 
—Stanley Hauerwas  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For: Alfio D’Urso, 
Celeste Pedersoli, Gloria Motti, 
Maria Bovero, Stella Minato, Ned 
Day, Filippo Caristi (annivs at 
this time), Magdalena Hiceta, 
Janice Day, Mary Thorsby, Mary 
Zampatti, Irene Bovero, Vittorio 
& Maria Cantoni, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Baldo 
Fanti, Ron Hall, Frank Girgenti, 
Lucia Muniz, Joe Spina, Lynette 
Donghi, Oreste Chinotti, Luigi 
Casagrande, Lino Donadel, 
Flaviano & Giovanna Antoniutti 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Wayne Tagney, Belinda Milton 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy 
of God, 

 rest in peace.  
Amen. 

MASS SCHEDULE (22/23 AUGUST TO 29/30 AUGUST): 
This Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 8.30am, 6.00pm, Sun 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 5.30pm, Tue 7.00am. Wed & Thu 5.30pm. Fri 7.00am  
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am 

Upcoming Mass  
Schedule Changes for 
Ingham 
Commencing Weekend of 
29/30 August (next weekend) 

Saturday 6.00pm 
Sunday 8.30am & 7.00pm 


