
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the book of Ecclesiasticus  
Resentment and anger, these are 
foul things, and both are found 
with the sinner. He who exacts 
vengeance will experience the 
vengeance of the Lord, who 
keeps strict account of sin. 
Forgive your neighbour the hurt 
he does you, and when you pray, 
your sins will be forgiven. 
If a man nurses anger against 
another, can he then demand 
compassion from the Lord? 
Showing no pity for a man like 
himself, can he then plead for his 
own sins? Mere creature of flesh, 
he cherishes resentment; 
who will forgive him his sins? 
Remember the last things, and 
stop hating, remember 
dissolution and death, and live 
by the commandments. 
Remember the commandments, 
and do not bear your neighbour 
ill-will; remember the covenant 
of the Most High, and overlook 
the offence. 
  

PSALM 

R.      The Lord is kind and 
 merciful; slow to anger and 
 rich in compassion.   
My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. 
     R. 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the 
grave, who crowns you with love 
and compassion.    R. 
His wrath will come to an end; he 
will not be angry for ever. He 
does not treat us according to 
our sins nor repay us according 
to our faults    R. 
For as the heavens are high 
above the earth so strong is his 
love for those who fear him. As 
far as the east is from the west so 
far does he remove our sins.  R. 
 

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Romans 
The life and death of each of us 
has its influence on others; if we 
live, we live for the Lord; and if 
we die, we die for the Lord, so 
that alive or dead we belong to 
the Lord. This explains why Christ 
both died and came to life, it was 
so that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment: 
love one another as I have loved 
you. Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Matthew   
Peter went up to Jesus and said, 
‘Lord, how often must I forgive 
my brother if he wrongs me? As 
often as seven times?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, 
but seventy-seven times. 
‘And so the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who 
decided to settle his accounts 
with his servants. When the 
reckoning began, they brought 
him a man who owed ten 
thousand talents; but he had no 
means of paying, so his master 
gave orders that he should be 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Response is from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 
International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy..  
 
Art, Living the Liturgy and Gospel Meditation  
© LPI  

INGHAM REGION 
CATHOLIC PARISHES 
 

Parish Priest:  
 Fr Damian McGrath       
Priest in Placement:  
 Fr Vinoj Francis        
Parish Secretaries:  
 Julie Nowak   
 & Marcella Cantatore  
     (also RE Co-ordinator) 
Bookkeeper/Compliance: 
 Beth Ingegneri 
Pastoral Care:  
 Sr Nina Barra 
Senior Adult Ministry:  
 Santina Cross 
 
PO Box 375, Ingham Q 4850    
4776 2600     
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com 
www.inghamcatholic.com 
facebook.com/InghamCatholic 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
 
Office Hours:  
 9am to 12pm Mon to Fri 
 1pm to 3pm Mon to Thu 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 2020 | 24TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 



sold, together with his wife and 
children and all his possessions, 
to meet the debt. At this, the 
servant threw himself down at 
his master’s feet. “Give me time,” 
he said “and I will pay the whole 
sum.” And the servant’s master 
felt so sorry for him that he let 
him go and cancelled the debt. 
Now as this servant went out, he 
happened to meet a fellow 
servant who owed him one 
hundred denarii; and he seized 
him by the throat and began to 
throttle him. “Pay what you owe 
me”, he said. His fellow servant 
fell at his feet and implored him, 
saying, “Give me time and I will 
pay you.” But the other would 
not agree; on the contrary, he 
had him thrown into prison till 
he should pay the debt. His 
fellow servants were deeply 
distressed when they saw what 
had happened, and they went to 
their master and reported the 
whole affair to him. Then the 
master sent for him. “You wicked 
servant,” he said. “I cancelled all 
that debt of yours when you 
appealed to me. Were you not 
bound, then, to have pity on your 
fellow servant just as I had pity 
on you?” And in his anger the 
master handed him over to the 
torturers till he should pay all his 
debt. And that is how my 
heavenly Father will deal with 
you unless you each forgive your 
brother from your heart.’ 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

For Church leaders, especially 
Pope Francis, Bishop Tim, 
Leaders of Religious 
Congregations, lay leaders of 
Church organisations and all 
entrusted with ministry and 
pastoral care in the Church: that 

they will continue to help build 
stronger faith communities that 
will promote the safety of 
children and adults at risk. Lord, 
in your mercy….. Hear our prayer.   

For our community: that we have 
the strength to stand in solidarity 
with victims, the humility to 
come to terms with the sinful 
crimes of the past and the 
patience to stop and listen to 
children and the vulnerable. 
Lord, in your mercy… 

For families: that they may grow 
stronger and more resilient in 
their love and care for one 
another so that children are 
raised in safe and nurturing 
environments. Lord, in your 
mercy... 

For those who have received 
their First Holy Communion: may 
they experience God’s love for 
them in the gift of Jesus in the 
Sacrament. Lord, in your mercy... 

For parents, relatives, mentors, 
teachers, coaches and other 
adults: that they may always 
follow the example of Jesus 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, by 
treating children and young 
people with proper respect and 
care. Lord, in your mercy... 

For those whose lives have been 
traumatised through abuse: that 
they may find the courage to 
share their story and to find 
lasting peace and healing. Lord, 
in your mercy… 

For our family, friends and 
parishioners who have died: that 
their life and death continue to 
have a good influence upon us as 
we entrust them to God’s loving 
mercy. We remember also…  Lord, 
in your mercy… 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 

Almighty and all-merciful God, 
lover of the human race, healer 
of all our wounds, in whom there 
is no shadow of death, save us in 
this time of crisis; grant wisdom 
and courage to our leaders; 
watch over all medical people as 
they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of 
solidarity beyond all isolation; if 
our doors are closed, let our 
hearts be open. By the power of 
your love destroy the virus of fear, 
that hope may never die and the 
light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the 
whole world. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
   pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
   pray for us. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus,  I believe that You are 
present  in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I love You above all 
things,  and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.  Since I cannot 
at this moment receive You 
sacramentally,  come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me  
to be separated from You. Amen. 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

The Jewish sage Sirach warns 
of the dangers of wrath, anger, 
and vengeance, urging rather 
forgiveness and pardon. How 
do you see this as the recipe 
for peace of mind?            

SECOND READING 

Paul urges Christians in Rome 
to “live and die for Christ.” How 
do you make Christ the 
ultimate concern in life?            

GOSPEL READING 

The parable of the unforgiving 
servant teaches us that 
forgiveness ought to be 
reciprocal. What does this tell 
us about divine justice?              

SCHEDULE (14  - 19 SEPT): 
Mon to Wed : 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
No Mass : Thu & Fri 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
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The New Baby 
 
After the birth of his baby brother, a little boy was thoroughly annoyed at all of his crying and screaming. 
“Where did we get him anyway?” he asked his mother. 
“He came from heaven,” his mother said. 
“Well, I can see why they threw him out!” the boy replied. 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with 
your offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time.  You can go online 
at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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Sacramental Programme 

The end of one programme of the sacraments means the beginning of another.  Invitations are going 
out to families to attend one of two parent meetings for the next Sacramental Programme.  Parent 
meetings will be held in Mercy Hall on Monday 14 September at 7.00pm and Tuesday 15 September at 
9.00am.  If you know a child in grade 2 at one of our State Schools, or an older child who has not  
completed the sacraments, please invite their family to contact the office on 4776 2600.  
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Catholic Debutante Ball 

The Deb Ball committee has been closely 
monitoring the COVID-19 restrictions in 
the hope that we would be able to safely 
host this year's Catholic Debutante Ball 
in November. Based on the ongoing 
restrictions the committee has 
reluctantly decided to cancel the 2020 
Ball.  All tickets purchased will be 
refunded.  Debutantes and partners that 
have purchased tickets are asked to 
email Julie at : 
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com to 
organise payment. We look forward to 
2021, the lifting of restrictions and once 
again hosting the Catholic Debutante 
Ball.  More details will be made available 
for this event in the new year. 

Clergy Foundation Appeal 

Thank you for your generosity and 
support of last week’s annual Clergy 
Foundation Appeal. The Clergy 
Foundation currently support six retired 
Priests in the Townsville Diocese and 
they thank you for your support. Your 
donations will allow the Diocese to 
provide for a basic lifestyle for these 
Priests who have ministered across the 
Diocese over many years and some still 
do. You can still donate by collecting an 
envelope from the Parish Office or 
contact the Diocesan Office. Please also 
consider the Clergy Foundation when 
discussing your Will. Contact the 
Diocesan Office for more details. We 
thank you for your continued generosity. 

Child Protection Sunday 

This weekend, the Catholic Church in 
Australia marks Child Protection Sunday, 
on which we pray for those who have 
been abused, their families and 
supporters. We recognise and apologise 
for the harm done by priests, religious 
and lay people in Church settings. The 
Church takes a zero-tolerance approach 
to child abuse. We recommit to practices 
that support survivors and make the 
Catholic Church and its ministries the 
safest possible place for children and 
people at risk. Find out more at: 
www.catholic.org.au/
childprotectionsunday and www.catholi
creligious.org.au/safeguarding 

St Patrick’s Rosters 
Readers 19/20 September : 
Saturday 6pm : Linda Pisano 
Sunday 8.30am : Maddie Cunnington 
Sunday 7pm : Stephen Guazzo 

Lay Canossians Gathering at Our Lady of Sorrows Mass 

On Tuesday afternoon 15th September at 5.30pm Mass in 
St Patrick’s Church, the Lay Canossians will renew their 
promises and the Canossian Sisters will renew their vows.  
This is a special time for anyone who wishes to join them. 



The Pastor’s Pen 

I go on annual leave this week for 
just over two weeks. I return for 
the first weekend in October. The 
parish will be in the very 
trustworthy hands of Fr V, who 
will be ably assisted by our 
marvellous office staff. Fr V will 
also take over this weekly column 
and offer his reflections on parish 
life. 

Fr V does have to be away this 
Thursday and Friday for medical 
reasons, so please note that there 
will be no weekday Mass. 

While I am away, the regular 
Sunday Masses in Ingham and 
Halifax will continue. There will 
be no Masses at Abergowrie or at  
Canossa Home. The next Mass at 
Abergowrie will be on 4 October. 

First Holy Communions came to 
an end this week. Thanks again to 
all involved in preparation for this 
event and for a year’s worth of 
the sacraments. Amazingly, the 
next program begins this week 
with information sessions for our 
parents on Monday and Tuesday. 
They will then begin preparing 
their children for Reconciliation 
as soon as the term begins.  

Last Sunday, we had an 
impromptu Mass at Abergowrie 
upon hearing of the death of Eda 
Vella, long term parishioner of 
the parish who served the 
community in many ways. With 
little advertising and just a few 
phone calls it was lovely to see 
about 60 people turn up for the 
Mass. I know that the family were 

very touched by people’s 
thoughtfulness and prayers. A 
few people told me afterwards 
that it was just like the old days 
with so many people at Sunday 
Mass in the Chapel. 

It is a sign of what a wonderful 
community we live in that so 
many people want to support 
families in their time of loss. It is 
difficult to operate under our 
current restrictions which limit 
us to no more than 100 people at 
a funeral. This is very hard for 
families who bear the 
responsibility under regulation of 
ensuring that the numbers are 
limited and who have to tell 
people whether they can attend 
the funeral or not. I am very 
grateful for, and humbled by,  the 
dignified manner in which our 
families accept this 
responsibility, as hard as it is.  

This Sunday at Abergowrie, I am 
honoured to welcome Elaine 
Morganson into the Church 
through the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation and 
eucharist. Elaine is a proud 
Warrgamay woman, traditional 
custodians of the land on which 
Abergowrie College is built and 
has been a staff member of the 
College for a long, long time. It 
will be a special joy to welcome 
her into God’s family in the 
College chapel. 

If I don’t see you this weekend, 
see you in October. May God 
keep you safe 
in the palm of 
his hand. 

“When we long for life without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in contrary winds and diamonds 
are made under pressure.”  —  Peter Marshall  
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REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For:  Arli Roveda, 
Arlen Montańo (Philippines) 
(died this week), Bernice Davies, 
Reg Davies, Myrtle Cantoni, 
Renzo Seri, Felix Reitano (snr), 
Beatrice Pedrini, Sophie Martini  
(annivs at this time), Magdalena 
Hiceta, Frank Girgenti, Matilde 
Fabbro, Giuseppe & Alfia Patti, 
Antonio Ficarra, Connie 
Gambino, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, Ron Hall, Lucia Muniz, 
Joe Spina, Maria Jayo, Deceased 
members Tomba & Benvenuti 
families, Jessica Luxford, Baldo 
Fanti, Lila Marrinan, Mary 
Reitano, Maria Sorbello, 
Giuseppe Di Mauro, John Vella, 
Deceased members Coradazzi & 
Martini families 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Wayne Tagney, Belinda Milton, 
Lesley Koch 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy 
of God, 

 rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Welcome to a new 
child of God:  

River Joyce Edmonds  
baptised this Sunday  

at St Peter’s  

MASS SCHEDULE (12/13 SEPTEMBER TO 19/20 SEPTEMBER): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Wed 5.30pm, No Mass Thu & Fri  
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 


