
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the prophet Isaiah  
Seek the Lord while he is still to 
be found, call to him while he is 
still near. Let the wicked man 
abandon his way, the evil man 
his thoughts. Let him turn back 
to the Lord who will take pity on 
him, to our God who is rich in 
forgiving; for my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, my ways not your 
ways – it is the Lord who speaks. 
Yes, the heavens are as high 
above earth as my ways are 
above your ways, my thoughts 
above your thoughts. 
  

PSALM 

R.      The Lord is near to all who 
 call him.    
I will bless you day after day and 
praise your name for ever. the 
Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be 
measured.     R. 
The Lord is kind and full of  
compassion, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. How good is 
the Lord to all, compassionate to 
all his creatures.    R. 
The Lord is just in all his ways 
and loving in all his deeds. He is 
close to all who call him, who call 
on him from their hearts.  R. 

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Philippians  
Christ will be glorified in my 
body, whether by my life or by 
my death. Life to me, of course, is 
Christ, but then death would 
bring me something more; but 
then again, if living in this body 
means doing work which is 
having good results – I do not 
know what I should choose. I am 
caught in this dilemma: I want to 
be gone and be with Christ, 
which would be very much the 
better, but for me to stay alive in 
this body is a more urgent need 
for your sake. 
Avoid anything in your everyday 
lives that would be unworthy of 
the gospel of Christ. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen 
to the words of your Son. Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Matthew   
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner going out at daybreak 
to hire workers for his vineyard. He 
made an agreement with the 
workers for one denarius a day, 
and sent them to his vineyard. 
Going out at about the third hour 
he saw others standing idle in the 
market place and said to them, 
“You go to my vineyard too and I 
will give you a fair wage.” So they 
went. At about the sixth hour and 
again at about the ninth hour, he 
went out and did the same. Then 
at about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found more men 
standing round, and he said to 
them, “Why have you been 
standing here idle all day?” 
“Because no one has hired us” they 
answered. He said to them, “You 
go into my vineyard too.” In the 
evening, the owner of the vineyard 
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said to his bailiff, “Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, starting 
with the last arrivals and ending 
with the first.” So those who were 
hired at about the eleventh hour 
came forward and received one 
denarius each. When the first 
came, they expected to get more, 
but they too received one denarius 
each. They took it, but grumbled 
at the landowner. “The men who 
came last” they said “have done 
only one hour, and you have 
treated them the same as us, 
though we have done a heavy 
day’s work in all the heat.” He 
answered one of them and said, 
“My friend, I am not being unjust 
to you; did we not agree on one 
denarius? Take your earnings and 
go. I choose to pay the last-comer 
as much as I pay you. Have I no 
right to do what I like with my 
own? Why be envious because I 
am generous?” Thus the last will 
be first, and the first, last.’ 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

For Pope Francis in this ‘Season 
of Creation’, that his call for us all 
to care for ‘our common home’, 
will be heard by leaders and 
citizens across our planet. Lord, 
in your mercy….. Hear our prayer.   

For a meaningful preparation for 
the Australian Catholic Church 
Plenary Council in a year’s time, 
that we will listen to what the 
Spirit is saying to us and gladly 
put the Spirit’s inspiration into 
action. Lord, in your mercy… 

For those whose work has been 
severely affected during this 
COVID-19 pandemic, and for 
those who are unemployed, that 
governments will show the same 
compassion and generosity to 
them as did the landowner in the 
Gospel. Lord, in your mercy... 

For all working with heavy 
machinery and in the mills 
during this harvest season in our 
district, may they be kept safe 
until season’s end. Lord, in your 
mercy... 

For places experiencing 
environmental disasters: wildfires 
in the United States, hurricanes 
in the Atlantic, the ice-shelf 
melting in Greenland and 
Iceland and flooding across Asia, 
that relief efforts from around 
the world will relieve suffering. 
Lord, in your mercy... 

For the refugees in Greece whose 
camp was destroyed by fire, the 
refugees in Bangladesh whose 
camp is devastated by floods, 
and for those spread across the 
world in many camps, that 
respect will be shown to their 
dignity, and effective help be 
given to them. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

For those who have died in 
violence, through accidents, and 
by suicide, that eternal peace 
may be theirs from our gracious 
and generous God. We 
remember also…  Lord, in your 
mercy… 
 
PRAYER IN THIS CRISIS 
Almighty and all-merciful God, 
lover of the human race, healer 
of all our wounds, in whom there 
is no shadow of death, save us in 
this time of crisis; grant wisdom 
and courage to our leaders; 
watch over all medical people as 
they tend the sick and work for a 
cure; stir in us a sense of 
solidarity beyond all isolation; if 
our doors are closed, let our 
hearts be open. By the power of 
your love destroy the virus of fear, 
that hope may never die and the 

20 SEPTEMBER 2020 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

light of Easter, the triumph of life, 
may shine upon us and the 
whole world. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Holy Mary, health of the sick,  
   pray for us. 
St Joseph, guardian of us all,  
   pray for us. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present  in 
the Most Holy Sacrament.   
I love You above all things,   
and I desire to receive You into 
my soul.   
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,   
come at least spiritually into my 
heart.   
I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You.  
Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

While still in captivity in 
Babylon, Isaiah urged the 
Israelites to seek the Lord, for 
the Lord is near even in exile. 
When have you felt the Lord’s 
presence in dark periods of 
your life?             

SECOND READING 

In his letter to the Philippians 
written from prison and 
toward the end of his life, Paul 
reflects on his spiritual 
dilemma between life and 
death. How do you work 
through spiritual dilemmas?             

GOSPEL READING 

Jesus’ parable of the workers 
in the vineyard of the Lord 
offers us important insights 
into the Kingdom of Heaven 
and God’s generosity. To 
whom do you think this 
parable is unsettling?               

SCHEDULE (21  - 26 SEPT): 
Mon to Thu : 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Fri : 7.00am 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
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God, the Artist 
Little Philip was walking home in the rain with his mother following Sunday Mass. It finally stopped raining as 
they rounded the corner, where to their surprise and delight appeared a vivid double rainbow in the sky. 
“Doesn’t it look like an artist painted this rainbow?” his mother exclaimed. “I bet God painted this just for you!” 
“Yes,” replied Philip, “God did it, and he did it left-handed.” 
Confused, his mother asked him, “What makes you say God did this with his left hand?” 
“Well,” said Philip, “we learned in Sunday school that Jesus sits on God’s right hand.” 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with 
your offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time.  You can go online 
at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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 World Day of Prayer for Creation Retreat 

Leading in to the World Day of Prayer for Creation (September 1) and Season of Creation (1 September – 
4 October), Catholics are encouraged to participate in a first-of-its-kind retreat. The “7 Days of Creation 
Reflection-Retreat” has been prepared by Columban priest Fr Charles Rue, whose ministry has for many 
years had a focus on the Catholic understanding of care for the environment. A complete resource 
guide can be found on the ACBC website – www.catholic.org.au  
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Catholic Debutante Ball 

The Deb Ball committee has been closely 
monitoring the COVID-19 restrictions in 
the hope that we would be able to safely 
host this year's Catholic Debutante Ball 
in November. Based on the ongoing 
restrictions the committee has 
reluctantly decided to cancel the 2020 
Ball.  All tickets purchased will be 
refunded.  Debutantes and partners that 
have purchased tickets are asked to 
email Julie at : 
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com to 
organise payment. We look forward to 
2021, the lifting of restrictions and once 
again hosting the Catholic Debutante 
Ball.  More details will be made available 
for this event in the new year. 

STOPline Service 

The Diocese of Townsville has recently 
enhanced its Whistle-blower Program, 
which enables all workers, volunteers, 
parents of students and parishioners to 
play an active role in eliminating 
improper conduct in the Diocese. The 
Diocese has contracted an independent 
external whistleblower service STOPline 
to allow for confidential reporting. 

The Diocese has defined Reportable 
Conduct in the Policy which can be 
found on the Diocesan website. 
Reportable conduct includes suspected 
abuse, misconduct, mismanagement 
and policy breaches, 
The Whistleblower Policy applies to the 
Diocese (including parishes), Townsville 
Catholic Education, Centacare North 
Queensland, Saints Catholic College and 
NWQICSS. 

Information can be shared anonymously. 
P: 1300 30 45 50 
E: tsvcatholic@stopline.com.au  W: tsvcat
holic.stoplinereport.com 
Hospital Admission   

Dedicated priests and trained volunteers 
visit as many of our sick parishioners as 
possible in all our hospitals. If you are 
admitted to hospital remember to ask 
staff to mark your religion as 'Catholic' if 
you would like the ministry of a priest or 
Catholic hospital visitor. 

St Patrick’s Rosters 
Readers 26/27 September : 
Saturday 6pm : Michael Pisano 
Sunday 8.30am : Madeliene D’Urso 
Sunday 7pm : Rosalind Guerra 



The Pastor’s Pen 

Last time I wrote the “Pastor’s 
Pen” was at Christmas time and 
after which I went on holidays. 
Since the spread of Covid in 
India began, I was blessed to be 
with my family. As you know it 
is quite a tough time for my 
country. Since many of you had 
asked about my family, I can tell 
you that right now my family is 
okay, but sadly, I lost my father’s 
eldest brother due to his age. 
My thanks to those of you who 
prayed for him and my family. 
After my holidays I was fully 
engaged with school visits, 
funerals and baptisms. During 
lockdown, I was occupied with 
visiting the elderly for the 
distribution of communion. 
When we started our live 
streaming, I became an online 
hero and these days I meet 
some of my admirers. During 
the initial days of lockdown, it 
was a challenge to stay home 
without being in touch with our 
parish community. 
Meanwhile, I was preparing to 
say good-bye to Ingham after a 
year. To my surprise, Fr Damian 
and Bishop Tim offered another 
year in Ingham which I 
accepted wholeheartedly. I 
thank Fr Damian for having 
confidence in me at all levels of 
parish responsibilities.  
By the end of May, with the 
recommendation of Fr Damian, 

I did one more “accent 
reduction” course which lasted 
14 weeks. Compared to the 
previous one, it was an 
excellent course which I 
enjoyed. Thanks to Fr Damian 
and all for your support. 

To our surprise, the ambience of 
our presbytery has changed a 
lot. Fr Damian would call it a 
“Corona miracle” which 
encouraged him to cook steaks, 
chops with mashed potatoes 
and chips for dinner and I 
competed with him with my 
hot Indian curries. I think he has 
earned a professional cooking 
certificate. 
Last weekend, on Saturday 
night, we had almost one 
hundred parishioners at mass 
and, in the morning, there were 
almost eighty. It is not a matter 
of numbers but your love for 
our parish makes you want to 
come back to the church to join 
with our community. 
I will be by myself for two 
weeks but with our secretaries 
and your support I will be fine. 
Fr Damian will be back in two 
weeks. 

Meanwhile I will be honoured 
to bless a marriage, first time in 
Australia, which could be a 
tough job compared to other 
sacraments.  

I thank you all for your 
continued friendship, prayers 
and support.  
God bless you all, Fr Vinoj 

“Youth is the gift of nature, but age is a work of art.” 
—Stanislaw Jerzy Lec  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For:  Joe Manenti, 
Margaret Versace (Brisbane) 
(died this week), Reni Way (died 
recently), Anna Venturato, 
Primina Quadrio (annivs at this 
time), Magdalena Hiceta, 
Connie Gambino, Vittorio & 
Maria Cantoni, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Ron Hall, 
Gloria Motti, Lucy Muniz, Joe 
Spina, Baldo Fanti, Maria Jayo, 
Lila Marrinan, Maria Sorbello, 
Renzo Di Bella, Eda Vella, 
Leonardo Caruso 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Wayne Tagney, Belinda Milton, 
Lesley Koch 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy 
of God, 

 rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Welcome to new 
children of God:  

Henry Paul Quirk and 
Theodore Antonio 

Corsaro   
baptised this Sunday 

MASS SCHEDULE (19/20 SEPTEMBER TO 26/27 SEPTEMBER): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Thu 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 


