
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the book of Proverbs   
A perfect wife – who can find her? 
She is far beyond the price of 
pearls. Her husband’s heart has 
confidence in her, from her he will 
derive no little profit. Advantage 
and not hurt she brings him 
all the days of her life. She is 
always busy with wool and with 
flax, she does her work with eager 
hands. She sets her hands to the 
distaff, her fingers grasp the 
spindle. She holds out her hand 
to the poor, she opens her arms to 
the needy. Charm is deceitful, and 
beauty empty; the woman who is 
wise is the one to praise. Give her 
a share in what her hands have 
worked for, and let her works tell 
her praises at the city gates. 
  

PSALM 

R.      Happy are those who fear 
 the Lord.  
O blessed are those who fear the 
Lord and walk in his ways! By the 
labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper.  R. 
Your wife like a fruitful vine in the 
heart of your house; your children 
like shoots of the olive, around 
your table.         R. 
Indeed thus shall be blessed the 
man who fears the Lord. May the 
Lord bless you from Zion in a 
happy Jerusalem all the days of 
your life.         R. 

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Thessalonians     
You will not be expecting us to 
write anything to you, brothers, 
about ‘times and seasons’, since 
you know very well that the Day 
of the Lord is going to come like a 
thief in the night. It is when 
people are saying, ‘How quiet and 
peaceful it is’ that the worst 
suddenly happens, as suddenly as 
labour pains come on a pregnant 
woman; and there will be no way 
for anybody to evade it.  
But it is not as if you live in the 
dark, my brothers, for that Day to 
overtake you like a thief. No, you 
are all sons of light and sons of 
the day: we do not belong to the 
night or to darkness, so we should 
not go on sleeping, as everyone 
else does, but stay wide awake 
and sober. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Live in me and let me live in you, 
says the Lord; my branches bear 
much fruit. Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Matthew   
Jesus spoke this parable to his 
disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is like a man on his way abroad 
who summoned his servants and 
entrusted his property to them. 
To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to a third one; each 
in proportion to his ability. Then 
he set out.  
The man who had received the 
five talents promptly went and 
traded with them and made five 
more. The man who had received 
two made two more in the same 
way. But the man who had 
received one went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money.  
Now a long time after, the master 
of those servants came back and 
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went through his accounts with 
them. The man who had received 
the five talents came forward 
bringing five more. “Sir”, he said 
“you entrusted me with five 
talents; here are five more that I 
have made.”  
His master said to him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; 
you have shown you can be 
faithful in small things, I will trust 
you with greater; come and join in 
your master’s happiness.” Next 
the man with the two talents 
came forward. “Sir,” he said “you 
entrusted me with two talents; 
here are two more that I have 
made.” His master said to him, 
“Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have shown you can 
be faithful in small things, I will 
trust you with greater; come and 
join in your master’s happiness.” 
Last came forward the man who 
had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I 
had heard you were a hard man, 
reaping where you have not sown 
and gathering where you have 
not scattered; so I was afraid, and 
I went off and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here it is; it was yours, 
you have it back.” But his master 
answered him, “You wicked and 
lazy servant! So you knew that I 
reap where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not 
scattered? Well then, you should 
have deposited my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I 
would have recovered my capital 
with interest. So now, take the 
talent from him and give it to the 
man who has the five talents. For 
to everyone who has will be given 
more, and he will have more than 
enough; but from the man who 
has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. As for this good-for-
nothing servant, throw him out 
into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth.”’ 

INTERCESSIONS 

That the children who received 
the sacrament of First 
Reconciliation may experience 
each day God’s great love for 
them. Lord, in your mercy… Hear 
our prayer. 

That those working with heavy 
machinery and in the mills during 
this harvest season in our district 
be kept safe until season’s end. 
Lord, in your mercy... 

That the poor will teach us the 
truth of Pope Francis’ words: 
“prayer to God and solidarity with 
the poor and suffering are 
inseparable”. Lord, in your mercy… 

That those who have realised, 
through the pandemic, how 
spiritually poor they are, receive 
that grace by which they will 
know God better, and understand 
who their sisters and brothers 
really are. Lord, in your mercy... 

That the poor will feel the 
warmth of our care and 
compassion as we take the time 
to stretch out our hand to them 
with respect. Lord, in your mercy… 

That the poor who have died 
unknown, alone or unloved, will 
move from the darkness of their 
loneliness and be transformed 
into children of the light in the 
heavenly home. We remember 
also...  Lord, in your mercy… 
 
PRAYER FOR THE FAITHFUL 
DEPARTED 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord. And let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in 
peace. Amen.  
May their souls, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen . 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

Our Jewish sage describes a 
model household that is 
governed by a wife’s wisdom. 
What do you find appealing in 
this portrayal?                     

SECOND READING 

Paul speaks of the unknown 
day upon which Christ will 
return as coming “like a thief in 
the night” and as the 
inescapable “labor pains” of a 
woman about to give birth. 
Why do you think Paul uses 
such jarring imagery?                     

GOSPEL READING 

In his parable of the talents, 
Jesus teaches about the 
importance of using our God-
given gifts faithfully and 
prudently. What would be a 
natural gift you have used well 
in your life?                  

SCHEDULE (16 - 21 NOV): 
Mon to Thu : 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Fri : 7.00am 
Sat: 8.00am The Presentation of the  
    Blessed Virgin Mary       
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 

facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present  in 
the Most Holy Sacrament.   
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into 
my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart.   
I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself 
wholly to You.  Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  Amen. 
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Eye of the Storm 
 
As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship was sinking fast. He called out, “Anyone here know how to 
pray?” 

One man stepped forward. “Aye, Captain, I know how to pray.” 

“Good,” said the captain, “you pray while the rest of us put on our life jackets … we're one short.” 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with 
your offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering 
boxes in the Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers 
are printed Thursday noon. 
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Annual Seminary Appeal 

This weekend is the annual Seminary Education Appeal in Parishes. This appeal helps support the  
formation and education of our seminarian attending the Holy Spirit Seminary in Brisbane. Townsville’s 
seminarian William Brennan is currently completing his third year of formation and is currently in  
Charters Towers and the Mid-West completing his end of year placement. Your donation helps support 
Will and other Seminarians become the shepherds of the future in our diocese. Please consider making 
a regular monthly contribution. Envelopes were attached to the parish newsletters last weekend. 
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Little Blue Books 

The Little Blue Books for Advent are on 
sale at all Masses this weekend.  These 
books are only $3.00. At St Patrick’s and 
St Peter’s Churches, money boxes will be 
placed beside the Little Blue Books.  
Please place your $3.00 in the box as you 
take a book. 
Our Giving Tree 

Ingham Catholic Parishes 
together with Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre 
are collecting items for the 
HCSC Back to School Program to help 
local families in need at the start of the 
school year through the provision of 
essential school supplies. Boxes will be 
placed under the trees in each of our 
churches.  

28/29 November : HB pencils, colour 
pencils  

5/6 December: Textas, felt pens, 
highlighters 

12/13 December: Ink Pens (blue, red, 
black), Glue Sticks, USB sticks 

19/20 December: Rulers, erasers, pencil 
sharpeners, pencil cases 
26/27 December: Lunchbox, water 
bottles, ice bricks 
2/3 January: Ream/s of photocopy paper, 
box tissues 
2021 Columban Calendars 

The 2021 Columban Calendars are now 
available at The Paper Shop, Cartwright 
Street,  Cost $12.95 each. 

Online Advent Program 
A time to tune in to the Word which God 
speaks to us during Advent, and be 
renewed in spirit. We will open our 
hearts to God and reflect together using 
a simple form of listening to the second 
reading from each Sunday. Opportunity 
for sharing via zoom chat rooms and 
time to pray. Led by Sr Judy Foster sgs. 

23 November, 30 November, 7 December, 
14 December 9.00 – 10.00am, or 7.00 – 
8.00pm 
Please register by 19 November to receive 
password: jfoster@tsv.catholic.org.au 

St Patrick’s Rosters 
Readers 21/22 November : 
Saturday 6pm : Quinta Lahtinen 
Sunday 8.30am : Vince Vitale 
Sunday 7pm : Steve Vigh 



The Pastor’s Pen 

On reading the newspaper on 
Monday, I was pleasantly 
surprised to see some indication 
that there may be a change to 
QLD regulations for COVID-19 in 
the near future. The predicted 
change would see a shift from 
one person for every four square 
metres to one person for every 
two square metres, doubling our 
capacity. This would make 
Christmas celebrations a real 
possibility. Let’s hope this 
becomes a reality. 

There appears to be some 
confusion about regulations 
related to funerals.  The advisory 
note reads: “Funerals conducted 
in a professional venue may be 
attended by a maximum of 100 
people irrespective of the size of 
the venue.“  Whether in our 
church, or on our property, or at 
the Ingham Cemetery, there is a 
hard cap of 100 people for 
funerals. The reason for this is 
that funerals are seen as super-
spreader events for COVID-19. 

This regulation is very hard for 
our grieving families who would 
love to be surrounded by as large 
a group of family and friends as 
possible. The situation is made all 
the more difficult by the size of 
some of our families. My heart 
goes out to them as they have to 
juggle this extra stress during a 
time in which they simply want 
to grieve and say goodbye.  

While I am hopeful that our local 
police will not  visit our churches 
and undertake headcounts, there 
is no guarantee in this regard. 
Breach of these regulations can 
lead to a significant fine of over 
$13000, a fine that our families 
would have to bear. 

It is simply not possible to just 
turn up on the day of a funeral. If 
you would like to attend, please 
make contact with the family.  

We are thankfully still able to 
livestream our funerals. Almost 
all families have asked for us to 
make this happen. While it is 
definitely not the same as being 
physically present, it still allows 
us to connect with the family, to 
leave a message of support (if we 
are on facebook), and to hear 
both the story of our deceased 
loved ones and God’s word of 
hope in the midst of our grief. 

This coming week sees the 
graduation of our Grade 12s. 
Please pray for the graduates of 
our three high schools, Gilroy 
Santa Maria College, St Teresa’s 
College and Ingham State High 
School.  This has most definitely 
not been the final year of high 
school that they had hoped or 
planned for.  May the road ahead 
run straighter and smoother over 
the coming years. When there 
are twists and turns and bumpy 
stretches, may they know that 
the Gentle Shepherd walks 
beside them 
at every step. 

“A man should never be ashamed to own that he has been in the wrong, which is but saying ... he is wiser 
today than yesterday.”  — Alexander Pope  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For:  Josephina 
(Josie) Sheahan (died last week), 
Denise Dean, Nella Benedetto, 
Antonio Fabris, Bruna Mason, 
Reg Jillett, Pilar Comas, David 
Beakey, Carmel Mammino, Fay 
Motti, Frank Cavalli (annivs at 
this time) and all those whose 
names appear on our All Souls 
List. 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Lesley Koch, Ron Stewart,  
Remy Artavilla 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls 

and the souls of all 
the faithful 

departed, through 
the mercy of God, 
 rest in peace.  Amen. 

Welcome to a new child  
of God:  

Benji Joe Spina  
baptised this Sunday 

MASS SCHEDULE (14/15 NOVEMBER TO 21/22 NOVEMBER): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am:  Abergowrie: 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Thu 5.30pm,  Fri 7.00am 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 8.00am The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary      
  and 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am:  Abergowrie: 10.00am 
 

Reconciliation 
 Saturdays @ 11.00am in the Priests Sacristy 


