
Praying at Home 
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the second book of 
Samuel  
Once David had settled into his 
house and the Lord had given him 
rest from all the enemies 
surrounding him, the king said to 
the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am 
living in a house of cedar while 
the ark of God dwells in a 
tent’. Nathan said to the king, ‘Go 
and do all that is in your mind, for 
the Lord is with you.’ 
But that very night the word of 
the Lord came to Nathan: 
‘Go and tell my servant David, 
“Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the 
man to build me a house to dwell 
in? I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep, to be 
leader of my people Israel; I have 
been with you on all your 
expeditions; I have cut off all your 
enemies before you. I will give you 
fame as great as the fame of the 
greatest on earth. I will provide a 
place for my people Israel; I will 
plant them there and they shall 
dwell in that place and never be 
disturbed again; nor shall the 
wicked continue to oppress them 
as they did, in the days when I 
appointed judges over my 
people Israel; I will give them rest 
from all their enemies. The Lord 
will make you great; the Lord will 
make you a House. And when 
your days are ended and you are 
laid to rest with your ancestors, I 

will preserve the offspring of your 
body after you and make his 
sovereignty secure. I will be a 
father to him and he a son to me. 
Your House and your sovereignty 
will always stand secure before 
me and your throne be 
established for ever."' 
  

PSALM 
R.      For ever I will sing the 
 goodness of the Lord.  
I will sing for ever of your love, O 
Lord; through all ages my mouth 
will proclaim your truth. Of this I 
am sure, that your love lasts for 
ever, that your truth is firmly 
established as the heavens.  R. 
‘I have made a covenant with my 
chosen one; I have sworn to David 
my servant: I will establish your 
dynasty for ever and set up your 
throne through all ages.’  R. 
He will say to me: ‘You are my 
father, my God, the rock who 
saves me.’ I will keep my love for 
him always; for him my covenant 
shall endure.        R. 
 

SECOND READING 

St Paul to the Romans      
Glory to him who is able to give 
you the strength to live according 
to the Good News I preach, and in 
which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the 
revelation of a mystery kept secret 
for endless ages, but now so clear 
that it must be broadcast to 
pagans everywhere to bring them 
to the obedience of faith. This is 
only what scripture has predicted, 
and it is all part of the way the 
eternal God wants things to be. He 
alone is wisdom; give glory 
therefore to him through Jesus 
Christ for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Response is from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 
International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy..  
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GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of  Luke   
The angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to 
a man named Joseph, of the 
House of David; and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. He went in and 
said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly 
favoured! The Lord is with you.’ 
She was deeply disturbed by 
these words and asked herself 
what this greeting could mean, 
but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, 
do not be afraid; you have won 
God’s favour. Listen! You are to 
conceive and bear a son, and you 
must name him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his ancestor 
David; he will rule over the House 
of Jacob for ever and his reign will 
have no end.’ Mary said to the 
angel, ‘But how can this come 
about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you’ 
the angel answered ‘and the 
power of the Most High will cover 
you with its shadow. And so the 
child will be holy and will be 
called Son of God. Know this too: 
your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in 
her old age, herself conceived a 
son, and she whom people called 
barren is now in her sixth month, 
for nothing is impossible to God.’ 
‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ 
said Mary ‘let what you have said 
be done to me.’ And the angel left 
her. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

May the tender devotion which 
Pope Francis has for Mary help us 
to love her, the Mother of Jesus, 
spouse of Joseph, with greater 
affection and seek her prayers in 
the face of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Lord, in your mercy… 
Hear our prayer. 

May this Year of St Joseph help 
the Church, of which he is patron, 
to find in him the example to care 
for our families, to be just in all we 
do, and to trust in God’s will. Lord, 
in your mercy… 

May those who are travelling over 
the holidays arrive safely at their 
destinations and return home 
without incident. Lord, in your 
mercy... 

May we devote time to prayer this 
week as we prepare to celebrate 
the mystery of Jesus, God with us, 
Lord, in your mercy… 

May mothers carry the child in 
their womb with love, as did Mary, 
and fathers be protective and 
caring of their families, as did 
Joseph. Lord, in your mercy… 

May our dead give glory to God 
through Jesus Christ for ever and 
ever. We remember also...  Lord, in 
your mercy… 
 
LET US PRAY FOR ST 
JOSEPH’S INTERCESSION 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only 
Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 
courage, 
and defend us from every 
evil.  Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus,   
I believe that You are present   
in the Most Holy Sacrament.   
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

Today’s reading from Second 
Samuel narrates the context in 
which God establishes his 
covenantal promise to King 
David around the year 1000 
B.C. In the birth of Jesus, God 
fulfills his covenant with David. 
What does this teach us about 
the idea of “salvation history?”                      

SECOND READING 

Paul concludes his letter to the 
Romans with a hymn of praise 
to God for the long-awaited 
revelation that all are saved 
and justified through faith in 
Christ. In what ways are you 
praising God during this season 
of Advent?                      

GOSPEL READING 

Today’s Gospel reading records 
the angel Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary of the 
upcoming birth of Christ. 
Mary’s acceptance of God’s will 
for her life (“May it be done to 
me according to your word.”) 
models for all of us 
unconditional faith. How can 
we encourage others to 
embrace such faith?                   

SCHEDULE (21 - 26 DEC): 
Mon to Wed : 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 

facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into 
my soul.   
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my 
heart.   
I embrace You as if You were 
already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me  
to be separated from You.  Amen. 
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PARISH 

Our Giving Tree 

Ingham Catholic Parishes 
together with Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre are 
collecting items for the HCSC 
Back to School Program to help local families in 
need at the start of the school year through the 
provision of essential school supplies. Boxes will be 
placed under the trees in each of our churches.  

28/29 November : HB pencils, colour pencils  

5/6 December: Textas, felt pens, highlighters 

12/13 December: Ink Pens (blue, red, black), Glue 
Sticks, USB sticks 

19/20 December: Rulers, erasers, pencil sharpeners, 
pencil cases 

26/27 December: Lunchbox, water bottles, ice 
bricks 

2/3 January: Ream/s of photocopy paper, box tissues 

Nativity Sets and Religious Christmas Cards  

The Paper Shop has a large range of boxed and 
loose religious Christmas cards and small and large 
nativity sets available for purchase. 

Vocation News  -  4th Sunday of Advent 

Mary was called to be open to the extraordinary. 
What do you need to say “let it be” in response to 
God’s call to you? Trust that the Lord is with you and 
will guide you always. (Luke 1: 26-38) 

Parish Office closure over holidays and 
reopening dates 

The office will be closed from midday on 23  
December 2020.  The office will re-open with 
normal opening hours on 18 January 2021. 

Abergowrie Mass  -  Please Note 

There will be no Sunday morning Masses at  
St Teresa’s Abergowrie on 27th December 2020, 
3rd and 10th January 2021. 

Position Available 

The Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and 
Papua New Guinea (ISMAPNG) have a part-time 
Cleaner/House Assistant position available 
working with the Sisters of Mercy in Townsville 
commencing at the end of January 2021. The 
position is for nineteen hours per fortnight. 
Additional hours will be rostered when relieving 
for holiday and sick leave. For further enquiries 
and a copy of the Position Description please 
contact Sister Bev Strong on 0417128010 or 
beverley.strong@mercy.org.au Expression of 
Interest/Applications close : 15 January 2021. 

Christmas Masses in Ingham 

All Masses in Ingham for Christmas will be 
celebrated in the Menegon Centre to 
accommodate the numbers.  Thanks to Lourdes 
for their generosity. 

St Patrick’s Rosters 
Readers 26/27 December : 
Saturday 6pm : Anne Kemp 
Sunday 8.30am : Madeliene D’Urso 
Sunday 7pm : Virginia Scovazzi 
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Gift Cards for Jesus 
 
At the Christmas Eve service, the pastor, quizzing some children about the nativity, asked, “What gifts did 
the three wise men give the Christ child?” 

“Gold!” one child yelled. 

“Frankincense!” shouted another. 

After a pause, a third asked, “Gift cards?” 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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Principal’s Pen! 
From Paula Martin 
Principal, Our Lady of Lourdes 
 
I am delighted to share with you our year at Our 
Lady of Lourdes.  It has been a treat to browse 
through the photos of the year to help remember 
and appreciate what a wonderful, challenging year 
it has been.   
Our year started on a very positive note as we 
welcomed a very large group of excited Preppies to 
our school and inducted our Year 6 student leaders.  
All was going very well until week 7 of Term 2.  The 
restrictions of the COVID pandemic presented our 
school with a challenge that we have never 
encountered before.  As the term came to an end, 
our teachers began to prepare for Online Learning.  
They worked tirelessly to ensure that our students’ 
learning activities were engaging, and families were 
able to navigate their way through lessons.  I am so 
very grateful for our fabulous staff during this time.  
Their commitment to delivering quality online 
education for our students had them working many 
extra hours to ensure we were ready for a smooth 
start to Term 3. 
During the period of Online Learning, our student 
attendance at school varied from 50 - 60 students 
for the first three weeks to 180 students by Week 5.  
During this time, I was impressed with the way our 
staff and students adapted.  Lunchtimes became an 
opportunity for those students who were working 
at school to establish new friendships and spend 
time with students they had not yet had the chance 
to do so.  One of the highlights during this time was 
the way our students and their families took part in 
ANZAC Day this year.  So many families shared their 
photos of their children dressed in their school 
uniforms remembering and respectfully observing 
this important event on our calendar.   
It was a joyous occasion when all of our students 
returned to school in Week 6; however, it took us all 
a little time to settle back into school routines.  It 
was interesting that a number of staff and students 
alike were surprised by how loud it was at school, 
305 children make so much more noise that 80!  
With new hygiene measures in place and the 
continuation of restrictions for parents, we set 
about working with what was to become our new 
normal.  Sanitise… sanitise...sanitise! Term 2 ended 

on a happy note with our Year 6 students organising 
a Tropical Fun Day. 
Although the pandemic resulted in the cancellation 
of a number of our key events, our year was still a 
year where our school community continued to 
grow.  Term 3 was, without a doubt, a busy term for 
everyone. We were able to hold our Ryan versus 
O’Connor Athletics carnival and organised our 
sprints so parents could come along and watch their 
children run.  This year we had our annual 
Bookweek Parade out under our raintree - it was 
fantastic to see so many students and teachers in 
the spirit of Book Week dressed as their favourite 
book characters.  Our Year 5 students prepared for 
camp at Gumburu and we welcomed our 2021 
Preps at ‘Come and see, Open day’. Harold, the Life 
Education giraffe, visited our school and delighted 
the young and old. 
Term 4 brought with it a whole new range of 
challenges and activities.  We began the term with 
Confirmation for our Year 3 students, closely 
followed by hosting this year’s Frank Fraser 
Lecturettes.  This year we had three talented male 
students represent our school (a first in a very long 
time).  Eamon Serra entertained all with his speech 
and was awarded the overall winner. During the 
term, the Year 6 students enjoyed a series of day 
trips, that helped them better understand our 
history and community.  Our Year 5 students 
delivered amazing Leadership speeches before our 
2021 students leaders were announced.  We are 
looking forward to working with them next year. 
Term 4 is also the month we focus on helping others 
by raising money for the Missions, donating to St 
Vincent de Paul and giving to our local council’s 
Christmas Appeal.  This year our Prep families raised 

an incredible amount of money 
with their annual Bike-a-thon.  
They were amazing as they 
peddled and scootered their way 
around our school.  Our Year 6 
students also raised a significant 
amount of money with their 
Christmas Candy Stall.  This was 
part of their Mathematics and 
Economic’s unit where they 
needed to establish a business 
then run the business.  They used 
their profits to purchase items for 
the Mayors Christmas Appeal and 
for the Missions.  This year was 
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also the year our families gave and gave for our 
Vinnie’s Christmas Hamper drive.  We are certainly 
blessed to have so many generous families at our 
school.  Week 9, the last week of term is always 
packed with events. Although our Year 6 Farewell 
looked very different this year, as it was a day event, 
it was still a joyful celebration of their time at our 
school.   We commenced with mass with our 
families, followed by our school awards and a 
delicious morning tea. We haven’t had too many 
opportunities to celebrate mass as a whole school 
community, so this year, Thanksgiving Mass was 
very special.  It was truly heart-warming to hear our 
students sing and join in the mass with their 
responses.   
We ended this year on a very happy note, thanks to 
the generosity of our Parents and Friends.  Our 
students and staff enjoyed a fun-filled morning of 
amusement rides, a sausage sizzle and snow cones 
before walking out the gate for Christmas holidays. 
This year we introduced a new initiative called 
‘Wellness Wednesday’.  This involved employing a 
teacher to facilitate Circle Time and offer our 
students a range of lunchtime activities.  Wellness 
Wednesday proved to be a valuable time for those 
students who needed support with friendship, 
social or emotional issues.  We will continue with 
our Wellness Wednesdays next year.   
Positive Behaviour For Learning was also on our list 
of learning for our staff.  PB4L is part of our 
Behaviour Program and is based on the model of 
positive psychology.  Throughout the year our staff 
and PB4L team had the opportunity to work with a 
trainer in helping us set up our school plan, which 
we will introduce to students in 2021.   
2020 will be the year we will remember for some 
time for many different reasons.  We will certainly 
remember it as a year of learning in many different 
shapes and forms.  In 2021 we are looking forward 
to welcoming our largest enrolment in over ten 
years, along with several new staff.  We are grateful 
for the support of our families, Fr Damian and our 
parishioners.   
Blessings for a wonderful Christmas.  

those who help out with music or liturgy 
coordination for our special feasts. Thanks to 
those who volunteer to keep the grounds of St 
Peter’s looking so good. 
I would like in a special way to acknowledge the 
wonderful ladies who have cleaned Canossa 
Chapel for years on end and have now tendered 
their resignations. Thank you for your faithful and 
continuous service. 
From covid-onward, we have been relying on 
numerous people to help us with live-streaming, 
weekends, weekdays and funerals. This has been a 
great service to our community and to families 
near and far. 
Thank you to our School Principals and our 
Assistant Principals and our Early Learning Centre 
Director for your support throughout the year and 
to all of our staff who have made our ELC and 
Catholic Schools such extraordinary success 
stories. 
Thanks to our state school catechists, those who 
assist with sacramental preparation and especially 
to Marcella for making it all run so smoothly. 
Thank you to those who visit the sick in hospital or 
take communion to shut-ins at home, who visit 
the elderly for a yarn or who help out at the SVDP 
store. There are many good news stories here of 
our outreach to those in need. You are the ones 
telling the story. 
Thanks to our handymen Sam and Victor who are 
still always on call when we need a television 
mounted or a desk adjusted.  You have been a 
wonderful support in making sure that we were 
covid-compliant. 
Thank you to all those who are regular financial 
supporters of our parishes. You are the ones who 
truly keep the lights on and ensure someone is 
there to answer the phones.  
A few local businesses/professionals offer us great 
assistance: local accountants who oversee our 
books or perform our annual audits; mechanics 
who look after the three parish cars; doctors and 
chemists who assist with our occasional medical 
needs; Ingham Dry Cleaning who help with our 
vestments. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Of course, there are many more businesses who 
help us either through the occasional discount 
(small or large) or through simply excellent and 
speedy service. We try to support as many local 
businesses as we can, to give back to the 
community which keeps our parishes going. I am 
mindful of the struggle of our local business 
houses and as always encourage people to shop 
local. 
Thank you for another wonderful 
year in the harvest of the Lord. 

God bless. 

(Continued from page 8) 



The Pastor’s Pen 

As always, I will dedicate this, my 
last column for the year, to 
expressing thanks for the year 
that was… 
Thanks to Fr Vinoj for his faithful 
work around the parish and for 
his companionship throughout 
the year. I am delighted that you 
have finally learnt to cook 
without leaving quite as much 
washing up as a year ago. 
Thanks to Marcella and Julie for 
your extraordinary effort this 
year. Who knew that it was 
going to be like this? Th parish 
owes you a big debt of gratitude 
for keeping everything going 
through the months of 
‘shutdown’ and for keeping up 
the communication for our 
community. 
Thanks to Beth for keeping us 
COVID-safe. I don’t know of any 
parish that has been as efficient 
as ours at re-opening and 
operating within the mandated 
requirements. Thanks to Joe and 
Julie for looking after the special 
needs of St Peter’s Halifax. 

In a special way thanks to Rupps 
Plumbing, Spa Halifax, all five 
Pharmacies in our district, and 
The Paper Shop for making our 
newsletters available to people 
during the lockdown period. 
Thanks to Sr Nina and to Santina 
for your commitment to the 
aged and the sick within our 

parish communities. Thanks to 
Srs Rita and Angela for your 
witness in our community and 
for Sr Angela ringing the bells at 
daily Mass. 
Thanks to Mary for keeping the 
house and offices clean and to 
Sam and the Cugolas for looking 
after St Patrick’s and St Peter’s 
churches. 
Thanks to those who helped out 
in the office on occasion, 
answering phones or stuffing 
envelopes. Thanks to those who 
count the money and to Deb for 
banking it. There was a mighty 
band of ladies during COVID 
shutdown who contacted every 
person on our parish lists—
thanks so much for the 
outreach. 
Thank you to the St Patrick’s 
Finance Council and Parish 
Council and the St Peter’s Parish 
Council for providing invaluable 
oversight of our parishes. We will 
meet according to our regular 
schedule next year. 
Thank you to the faithful 
servants of St Teresa’s, St Peter’s 
and St Patrick’s Parishes and to 
those who gather at Canossa 
Chapel who decorate our 
churches, launder our linens, 
plan our rosters, set up for Mass, 
play music, serve at altar, 
proclaim the scriptures, assist 
with the distribution of holy 
communion, or lead children’s 
liturgy of the word. Thank you to 

(Continued on page 7) 

“Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole world.” 
—C.S. Lewis  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For:  Santina 
Giuffrida (died last week), Mario 
Origliasso, Maria Origliasso, 
Andrea‛ Barra, Esteban Comas, 
Nina Dalton, Gino Falcomer, 
Dante Giacobone, Angelina 
Tonon, Marco Guazzo, Graham 
Roberts, Martin Reuben 
Denman, Sam Di Bella, Gino 
Basaglia (annivs at this time), 
Renzo Di Bella, Magdalena 
Hiceta, Enrico Motti, Ron Hall, 
Lila Marrinan, Giuseppe Russo, 
Cia Cervellin, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, Deceased members 
Elortegui & Guazzo families, 
Deceased members Accornero 
& Bassa families, Remo & Vanda 
Accornero, Baldo Fanti, Josie 
Sheahan, Pasqua Centofanti, 
Nancy Guarrera, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Mario 
Patane, Deceased members 
Sartor & Fava families 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Ron Stewart, Sarah Heaney, 
Patrick Leonardi 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  
May their souls 

and the souls of all 
the faithful 

departed, through 
the mercy of God, 

 rest in peace.  
Amen. 

MASS SCHEDULE (19/20 DECEMBER TO 26/27 DECEMBER): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am:  Abergowrie: 10.00am: Canossa: 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Wed 5.30pm, Thu Christmas Eve,  
 Fri Christmas Day (see Christmas Mass Times notice on page 3) 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am 

 
Reconciliation 
 Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 


