
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the prophet Jeremiah    
See, the days are coming – it is the 
Lord who speaks – when I will make 
a new covenant with the House 
of Israel and the House of Judah, 
but not a covenant like the one I 
made with their ancestors on the 
day I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. 
They broke that covenant of mine, 
so I had to show them who was 
master. It is the Lord who speaks. 
No, this is the covenant I will make 
with the House of Israel when those 
days arrive – it is the Lord who 
speaks. Deep within them I will 
plant my Law, writing it on their 
hearts. Then I will be their God and 
they shall be my people. There will 
be no further need for neighbour to 
try to teach neighbour, or brother to 
say to brother, ‘Learn to know the 
Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the 
least no less than the greatest – it is 
the Lord who speaks – since I will 
forgive their iniquity and never call 
their sin to mind. 
  
PSALM 
R. Create a clean heart in me,  
 O God. 
Have mercy on me, God, in your 
kindness. In your compassion blot 
out my offence. O wash me more 
and more from my guilt. and 
cleanse me from my sin.   R. 
A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not cast me away from your  
presence, nor deprive me of your 
holy spirit.     R. 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
that I may teach transgressors your 
ways and sinners may return to 
you.      R. 
 

SECOND READING 

From the letter to the Hebrews  
During his life on earth, Christ 
offered up prayer and entreaty, 
aloud and in silent tears, to the one 
who had the power to save him out 
of death, and he submitted so 
humbly that his prayer was heard. 
Although he was Son, he learnt to 
obey through suffering; but having 
been made perfect, he became for 
all who obey him the source of 
eternal salvation. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 
Jesus Christ! If you serve me, follow 
me, says the Lord; and where I am, 
my servant will also be. Glory to you, 
Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!   
  

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of  John      
Among those who went up to 
worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. These approached Philip, 
who came from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and put this request to him, 
‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ 
Philip went to tell Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip together went 
to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: 
‘Now the hour has come  for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 
I tell you most solemnly,  
unless a wheat grain falls on the 
ground and dies,  
it remains only a single grain;  
but if it dies,  
it yields a rich harvest.  
Anyone who loves his life loses it;  
anyone who hates his life in this 
world will keep it for the eternal life. 
If a man serves me, he must follow 
me, wherever I am, my servant will 
be there too.  
If anyone serves me, my Father will 
honour him. 

Welcome to all visitors and new parishioners. Please make yourself known to us. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Response is from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 
International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy..  
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Now my soul is troubled.  
What shall I say:  
Father, save me from this hour?  
But it was for this very reason that I 
have come to this hour.  
Father, glorify your name!’ 
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 
People standing by, who heard this, 
said it was a clap of thunder; others 
said, ‘It was an angel speaking to 
him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for 
my sake that this voice came, but 
for yours. 
‘Now sentence is being passed on 
this world;  
now the prince of this world is to be 
overthrown.  
And when I am lifted up from the 
earth,  
I shall draw all men to myself.’ 
By these words he indicated the 
kind of death he would die.  
 

INTERCESSIONS 

With gratitude we pray for Pope 
Francis, elected and installed as 
Bishop of Rome eight years ago, 
that the Holy Spirit will be with 
him. Lord, in your mercy… Hear our 
prayer. 

With compassion for nations and 
peoples in great distress, we pray 
for those in Myanmar, Lebanon, 
Syria, and the Holy Land. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

With concern for family life and the 
pressures endured through poverty, 
unemployment, violence and 
health issues, we pray that the 
example of St Joseph, a tender and 
loving husband and courageous 
and protective father, will be a sure 
guide as we celebrate this Year of St 
Joseph. Lord, in your mercy… 

With hope for those in crisis in 
refugee camps, we pray that 
through what we give to Project 
Compassion, education about 
safety and better sanitation will be 
given to many so as to avoid the 
spread of Covid 19. Lord, in your 
mercy... 

With unity in faith, we pray for 
Christians persecuted for their faith 
in the Middle East, and for those 
who feel disconnected from their 
parishes by lockdowns and Covid 19 
restrictions, that closeness to Jesus 
will sustain them. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

With trust in the mercy of God, we 
pray that all the departed will be 
drawn to Jesus and be lifted up to 
eternal life. We remember also...  
Lord, in your mercy… 
 

LET US PRAY FOR ST JOSEPH’S 
INTERCESSION 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

Around 600 BC, Jeremiah 
prophesied that God would 
establish a new, unbreakable 
covenant with his people, one 
written “upon their hearts.” In 
what ways is your faith heart-
felt?        

SECOND READING 

The author of Hebrews teaches 
us that Jesus learned 
“obedience” from his suffering. 
What have been some fruits 
from the suffering in your life?    

GOSPEL READING 

We hear today of Jesus’ own 
struggle with his impending 
death. During this Lenten 
season, what has been a 
struggle for you?    

SCHEDULE (23 - 27 MAR): 
Tue : No Mass 
Wed & Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 

facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; with 
you Christ became man.  Blessed 
Joseph, to us too, show yourself a 
father and guide us in the path of 
life. Obtain for us grace, mercy, 
and courage, and defend us from 
every evil.  Amen. 



PARISH 

5TH SUNDAY OF  LENT  

St Patrick’s Easter Choir Practice 
Choir practice will be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 
25 March in St Patrick’s Church.  All welcome. 

Chrism Mass 
The annual Chrism Mass will take place on Tuesday 
23rd March commencing at 7pm. Due to current 
COVID-19 gathering restrictions, the Mass will be 
Live Streamed and available on the Diocesan 
YouTube Channel - https://youtu.be/
EC1IQJckotY.  Parishes will provide representatives 
to receive the oils on behalf of their parish. 

Thank You from St Patrick’s Women's Group 
A BIG thank you to all parishioners who supported 
our St Patrick’s Day Afternoon Tea. Your support 
was overwhelming and we, the committee, 
appreciate your donations of prizes and food. As we 
had so many prizes donated, some prizes have been 
kept to use at our Spring Afternoon Tea.  Date still to 

ROSTERS 

Counters 20/21 March 
F Gangemi J Gollogly S Pennisi P Reitano 

Altar Servers 27/28 March 
Sat 6pm: Ellie Lahtinen Layne Biasi 

Sun 8.30am: Lexi Goldfinch Emily Gherardi 
   Emily Ingegneri 

Sun 7pm: Volunteers Please 

Children’s Liturgy 27 March  
No Children’s Liturgy 

Readers 27/28 March 
Halifax: Amanda Garutti  

Canossa: Sam Spina  
Sat 6pm: Rita Martin 

Sun 8.30am: Diane Giliberto 
Sun 7pm: Virginia Scovazzi  

Special Ministers 27/28 March 

Sat 6pm: Fred Gangemi  
Sun 8.30am: Madeleine D’Urso 

be confirmed. Thanks again.  

Memorial Mass for Renzo Di Bella 
A Memorial Mass for Renzo Di Bella will be held at 
10.00am on Thursday 25 March 2021 at St Patrick’s 
Church. This is 1 day after the first anniversary of 
Renzo’s death.  Due to Covid 19, the family was 
unable to have anyone at Renzo’s funeral last year. 

Car Wash and Market Day Stall  
St Teresa's College, Abergowrie will be holding a 
Car Wash and Market Day Stall to raise money for 
Project Compassion. There will be arts, crafts, hot 
food and a team ready to clean your car.  
Cost - $10 per car.  
When: Sunday 28th March  
Where: Presbytery Grounds  
Time: After Mass, 8.45am-11am 

Good Friday Collection 
Every year on Good Friday, a collection is taken up 
in every Catholic Church to support the people and 
places of the Holy Land. Christians of the Holy Land 
rely heavily on the help that comes to them during 
this special time. 

The Good Friday Collection helps fund programs 
such as maintenance of Holy Places and Shrines, 
building aged-care facilities and other residential 
units for the poor, operating schools and providing 
scholarships and faith formation.  Envelopes  are 
available at all Churches in the district for your 
contribution and to return on Good Friday. 

So please on Good Friday help support this critical 
mission of keeping Christianity alive in the Holy 
Land. 
Parish notices continue on the next page 

 

 

 

 

HOLY THURSDAY - 1 APRIL 

7.30pm St Patrick’s 

GOOD FRIDAY -  2 APRIL 

10.00am Stations of the Cross St Patrick’s 

3.00pm Celebration Lord’s Passion St Patrick’s  
     & St Peter’s 

HOLY SATURDAY - 3 APRIL 

7.00pm Vigil Mass St Patrick’s 

EASTER SUNDAY - 4 APRIL 

7.00am St Peter’s Halifax 

8.30am St Patrick’s Ingham 

9.00am St Teresa’s Abergowrie 

10.00am Canossa Chapel, Trebonne 

EASTER CONFESSIONS 
Halifax & Abergowrie—Sunday 21 March after their 
respective Masses 

Ingham — Tuesday 30 March 12.30pm & 7.00pm 

      — Wednesday 31 March 12.30pm & 7.00pm 

 



21 MARCH 2021 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 

PARISH 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
Sunday 11 April is Divine Mercy Sunday. The parish 
will be hosting an afternoon of devotions dedicated 
to Divine Mercy.  The program will be as follows:-  

3.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament          
      with Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
3.15pm Confessions begin (until 4.00pm) 
3.30pm Divine Mercy Litany 
4.00pm Rosary 
4.15pm Confessions begin (until 5.00pm)  
4.30pm Divine Mercy Litany 
5.00pm Benediction 

Stations of  the Cross 
Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday during 
Lent in St Patrick’s Church commencing at 5.30pm.  

Needed for Holy Week Services & Easter Masses 
We will need people for the following Holy Week 
Services and Easter Masses at St Patrick’s. 

Holy Thursday: Readers; Altar Servers; Power Point 
Operator; Live Stream Operator 
Easter Vigil: Readers; Altar Servers; Power Point 
Operator; Live Stream Operator 
Easter Sunday: Readers; Special Minister; Altar 
Servers; Power Point Operator; Live Stream 
Operator 

Please contact the parish office staff if you are able 
to assist. 

Becoming New in Christ – Parish Renewal  
Inspiration from Pope Francis: Christianity belongs 
to a people, to a people freely chosen by God. If we 
do not have this awareness of belonging to a 
people, we will be ideological Christians, with a 
small doctrine of affirmation of truth. If we do not 
have an awareness of belonging to a people, we are 
not true Christians. 

If you would like to learn more about the 
‘Becoming New in Christ’ Parish Renewal 
campaign, visit www.tsv.catholic.org.au/
becomingnewinchrist 



5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



21 MARCH 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
21st March 2021   

Halima is raising her two children in a refugee camp in Bangladesh 
while caring for her mother, who has a disability. Widowed at 21, 
Halima fled violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State and arrived at 
the camp with nothing. Caritas Australia, through Caritas 
Bangladesh, helped Halima out with a shelter, cooking equipment, 
hygiene and sanitation training. She took on the role of 
community trainer herself, organising the cleaning of washrooms, 
wells and toilets. Halima aspired to ‘Be More’. She is proud that she 
is now able to earn a small income while maintaining the health of 
her family and the cleanliness of the camp community. Please 

donate to Project Compassion 2021 to so this transformational program can continue to empower 
vulnerable women, men and children, and strengthen the communities around them.   
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 



5TH SUNDAY OF LENT  

THE ASTONISHING LIFE OF  
ST JOSEPH – SPOUSE OF MARY 
AND FATHER OF JESUS  
Robert Falzon reflects on how St Joseph may have 
responded to his astonishing call to be the foster-
father of Jesus and spouse of Mary. What does it 
mean for fathers and husbands in today’s world?  

Joseph, son of Jacob, was born in Bethlehem and 
was a descendant of King David (Matt 1). He lived 
in Nazareth in Galilee, where he worked as a 
craftsman/tradesman, often referred to as a 
carpenter. He was married to Mary, daughter of 
Joachim; he had been to the father of Mary and 
paid the “dower” with the promise of marriage, 
but had not taken her into his home yet, as was 
the custom. 
Mary, a few months into her betrothal, rushed off to 
the high country in Judea just outside Jerusalem to 
visit her relative Elizabeth, who is pregnant with John. 
It was the first of several astonishing events. 

The rumors started. Why had she gone during her time 
of waiting for Joseph to come for her? What had 
happened? Was something wrong? Mary returned 
about three months later and the life-changing news 
was brought to Joseph. His betrothed spouse was 
pregnant! 

Can you imagine what he was going through and 
thinking? 

“How could she do this? What could have happened? 
Why? Who? What will I do?” 

He decided to divorce her quietly because he was 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace and 
possible stoning (Matt 1:19). 

Then, in the midst of this drama, an angel appeared to 
Joseph and told him that the child was the Son of 
God! Conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Remarkably, he obeys God’s messenger and takes 
Mary as his spouse, into his home. Doing this, Joseph 
completes the marriage, gives Mary his name and 
becomes the father of the child in her womb. 

Before the birth of their child, Caesar Augustus called 
a census for the whole land. Joseph was obliged to 
take the very pregnant Mary with him and travel to 
Bethlehem in Judea to fulfil the requirements. A son 
was born and Joseph, his father, gave him the name 
Jesus, in accordance with the angel’s instructions.  

So, this son was born in a manger in Bethlehem 
because there was no room in the town, to Joseph and 
Mary in the line of David, in accordance with the 
ancient prophecies. 

If the actions of Joseph and the birth of Jesus weren’t 
astonishing enough, after the birth there were some 
amazing events. The shepherds came to visit, 
proclaiming the vision and the words of the angels. 
Then three rulers (Magi) visited this newborn “King” of 
the Jews. 

Can you imagine what was going on in Joseph’s mind 
and heart? Having walked for 10 days, with no sleep 
that night and all the strange happenings, he must 
have been confused, awestruck, amazed and, in his 

quiet moments, wondering what he had got himself 
into. 

“I don’t understand. Who is this woman? What about 
the mysterious son who is supposed to be the saviour 
of the world?! What were the shepherds going on 
about? Why did these rulers visit, prostrate themselves 
before my baby son and give us such incredible gifts?” 

Soon after, Joseph took the child and mother to the 
temple in Jerusalem and presented their first-born 
son, in accordance with the law. They encountered 
Simeon and Anna, who again disturbed Joseph and 
Mary. “What a strange prophecy! Who is this son and 
what will he be?” 

It is already evident that this family is not destined for 
a settled life and, as if this is not enough, an angel 
wakes Joseph up again and tells him to take his wife 
and baby and escape to Egypt because the most 
powerful man in the land wants to kill Jesus! 

Anyone would be forgiven for thinking: “Come on! Give 
me a break here. I did not sign up for this!” This good 
man gets up, wakes his wife Mary, explains the drama 
and the necessary urgency. He loads up the family and 
heads off on a flight into Egypt – except it was a long 
walk of hundreds of kilometres and would have taken 
weeks. 

As he walks, he wonders: “How will I provide and 
protect my precious family? How will I know which 
way to go? Did I really hear an angel, or was this just 
my lack of sleep? But it was the same angel that came 
earlier and told me to take Mary as my wife.” 

So many questions. 

As they walk in silence, he prays. He repeats the 
psalms in rhythm with the steps. Possibly he 
remembers Isaiah 7:14: “The Lord himself will give you 
the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 
give birth to a son and will call him Emmanuel (which 
means ‘God is with us’).” 

This was no holiday journey and no ordinary life. The 
terrain was difficult and the danger imminent from 
bandits, brigands and wild animals. Joseph listens, 
discerns and makes decisions with the objective of 
guarding, protecting, providing for this precious 
family. He listens to the voice for guidance. 

Some years later, the angel appears again and tells 
him to pack up and go home to Nazareth. All is well; 
Herod is dead. He obeys like many times before. 
Another long journey is embarked on. They settle in 
Nazareth and then all is mostly quiet for nearly 30 
years, except for one story about Jesus getting lost on 
a visit to Jerusalem. These are the “hidden” years. We 
know almost nothing of Joseph, Mary and Jesus 
during this time. 

There is so much to be learned from St Joseph – so 
much we need right now in this present age! It is 
prophetic that Pope Francis calls us back to St Joseph 
with his apostolic letter Patris Corde (With a Father’s 
Heart). 

Being a husband and father is possibly the hardest 
and greatest task I have been given. St Joseph teaches 
me, and us, much about these noble roles.  

Go on an astonishing journey with this great man. 

St Joseph, Pray for us. AMEN 



The Pastor’s Pen 

A big thank you to the Women’s 
Group for organising the St 
Patrick’s Afternoon Tea last 
Sunday. By all accounts, it was a 
wonderful afternoon. I heard 
many positive reports and we 
even had a phone call to the 
office to express thanks on 
behalf of the ladies at Vinnies. 
This week, Fr Vinoj and I are 
away for a couple of days. Please 
note that there is no weekday 
Mass on Tuesday. 
I have included an article on St 
Joseph, in this Year of St Joseph, 
on page 7.  It was written by 
Robert Falzon, who has kindly 
given us permission to reprint it. 
Robert visited us many years ago 
to run the Men Alive weekend. 
His son Isaac is in the fifth year in 
the seminary and spent a week 
with us a few years ago. My aunt 
passed this article on to me, and 
a few other people, declaring it 
to be “mandatory reading.” 
Next Sunday is Palm Sunday and 
the beginning of Holy Week. This 
time last year, we were in the 
midst of a covid-lockdown and 
could not celebrate Easter as a 
community. About the only 
difference this year, compared to 
a normal year, is that there will 
be no washing of the feet on 
Holy Thursday.  
Thank you to those who 

contributed to the consultation 
sessions on Belonging.  I very 
much value your input / 
feedback. If you have a bit of 
time, please visit the online form 
at shorturl.at/hiDU2 to 
contribute your own feedback. 
You do not have to complete 
every question. I am particularly 
interested in responses to the 
questions on ways in which we 
do or do not make people feel 
like they belong and to the 
challenge question about 
practical steps we could take to 
communicate the message that 
everyone belongs. 
Next Sunday, the Abergowrie 
Boys will be outside our offices/
house on the corner of Abbott 
and McIlwraith Streets running a 
car wash to raise money for 
project compassion. Well done 
lads for offering your time and 
energies to support those in 
need. Please see the advert on 
page 3. 
Thanks to Vera Di Bella, Paula 
Henderson and Christine Timms 
for organising our first Youth 
Mass of the year. As always, the 
combined voices of our students 
were a delight to behold and 
the musicians accompanied the 
singers and congregation 
beautifully. Hopefully, we can 
return to our now regular 
routine of a couple of Youth 
Masses each 
term. 

“Reach up as far as you can, and God will reach down all the rest of the way.” 
John Vincent  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For: Frank Scuderi, 
Garry Fletcher (died this week), 
Mary Browne (Killarney) (died 
recently), John McGrath, Ottorino 
Brescacin, Salvatore Coco, Ellen 
Margaret Denman, Emidio 
Cantoni, Nicolina Rotondo, 
Caterina Caristi, Dan Sheahan, 
Mary Phillips, Alf Russo (annivs at 
this time), Magdalena Hiceta, 
Rosario Pavone, Matilde Fabbro, 
Janice Day, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, Nancy Guarrera, Agnes 
Wallace, Giacomo & Giuseppe 
Giliberto, Lino Donadel, Shirley 
Elortegui, Steve Rinaudo, Gwenda 
Britton, Baldo Fanti, John Brezzo, 
Enzo Mancuso, Peter & Delia 
Manassero, Joe Di Mauro, 
Domenico Caristi, Lydia De Luca, 
Italo Grappio, Giovanni Andrea 
Tallarida 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Ron Stewart, Patrick Leonardi 
May the Lord’s healing hand  

rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.     

MASS SCHEDULE (20/21 MARCH TO 27/28 MARCH): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Abergowrie: 10.00am: Canossa: 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 5.30pm (Adoration 4.30pm & Benediction 5.15pm) 
Tue No Mass, Wed 5.30pm, Thu 10.00am & 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am 

 Abergowrie: Thu 8.40am 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  
 Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Abergowrie: 10.00am: Canossa: 10.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 

Welcome to new children of God:  
Paige Ivy Sellwood &  

Kash Toby Glenwright 
baptised this Sunday 


