SUNDAY, 18 APRIL 2021 - 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING
From the Acts of the Apostles
Peter said to the people: ‘You
are Israelites, and it is the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
the God of our ancestors, who
has glorified his servant Jesus,
the same Jesus you handed over
and then disowned in the
presence of Pilate, after Pilate
had decided to release him. It
was you who accused the Holy
One, the Just One, you who
demanded the reprieve of a
murderer while you killed the
prince of life. God, however,
raised him from the dead, and
to that fact we are the
witnesses.
‘Now I know, brothers, that
neither you nor your leaders had
any idea what you were really
doing; this was the way God
carried out what he had
foretold, when he said through
all his prophets that his Christ
would suffer. Now you must
repent and turn to God, so that
your sins may be wiped out.’
PSALM

‘What can bring us happiness?’
many say. Lift up the light of your
face on us, O Lord.
R.
I will lie down in peace and sleep
comes at once, for you alone, Lord,
make me dwell in safety.
R.

SECOND READING

From the first letter of St John
I am writing this, my children,
to stop you sinning; but if
anyone should sin, we have our
advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, who is just; he is
the sacrifice that takes our sins
away, and not only ours, but the
whole world’s.
We can be sure that we know
God only by keeping his
commandments. Anyone who
says, ‘I know him’, and does not
keep his commandments, is a
liar, refusing to admit the truth.
But when anyone does obey
what he has said, God’s love
comes to perfection in him.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus,
make your word plain to us:
make our hearts burn with love
when you speak. Alleluia!

R. Lord, let your face shine on us.

GOSPEL

When I call, answer me, O God of
justice; from anguish you released
me, have mercy and hear me! R.
It is the Lord who grants favours to
those whom he loves; the Lord
hears me whenever I call him. R.

From the Gospel of Luke
The disciples told their story of
what had happened on the
road and how they had
recognised Jesus at the
breaking of bread.
They were still talking about all
this when Jesus himself stood
among them and said to them,
‘Peace be with you!’ In a state of
alarm and fright, they thought
they were seeing a ghost. But he
said, ‘Why are you so agitated,
and why are these doubts rising
in your hearts? Look at my
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY
hands and feet; yes, it is I
indeed. Touch me and see for
yourselves; a ghost has no flesh
and bones as you can see I
have.’ And as he said this he
showed them his hands and
feet. Their joy was so great that
they could not believe it, and
they stood dumbfounded; so he
said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ And they
offered him a piece of grilled
fish, which he took and ate
before their eyes.
Then he told them, ‘This is what
I meant when I said, while I was
still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of
Moses, in the Prophets and in
the Psalms, has to be fulfilled.’
He then opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and
he said to them, ‘So you see how
it is written that the Christ
would suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead, and that,
in his name, repentance for the
forgiveness of sins would be
preached to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses to this.’

that the whole world will be
made safer. Lord, in your mercy…
We pray for the people caught
up in situations of violence in
Myanmar, Lebanon, Northern
Ireland and Syria and other
places, that the peace of the
risen Jesus will become a lasting
gift for them. Lord, in your
mercy…
For families returning from their
Easter holiday break - that they
enjoyed their time together and
return home safely. Lord, in your
mercy…
For people whose life journey is
nearing its end – that as they
near the end of their life, they
will find support in the
companionship of friends and
family, that they will be at
peace, and find comfort in the
presence of the risen Saviour.
Lord, in your mercy...
For those who have died - may
they experience the everlasting
peace of Christ. We remember
also... Lord, in your mercy…

REFLECT
FIRST READING
In publicly bearing witness to
Jesus’ resurrection, Peter urged
the people to repent of their sin
of ignorance and their denial of
Jesus. How does Jesus’
resurrection from the dead
inspire you to repentance?

SECOND READING
John teaches his community
that the key to avoiding sin is
to follow Jesus’
commandments. What do you
find challenging in this
seemingly simple and clear
instruction?

GOSPEL READING
Luke tells us that the
resurrected Jesus opened the
minds of the disciples “to
understand the Scriptures” and
see how his suffering, death,
and resurrection was
connected to repentance and
forgiveness of sins. What tools
do you use to better
understand our faith ?

INTERCESSIONS
We pray for the Church in many
places, which because of Covid
restrictions, is struggling to
celebrate this Easter Time as
communities, that each
member will feel the presence
of Jesus close to them. Lord, in
your mercy… Hear our prayer.
We pray for greater cooperation
among world leaders, that they
will show genuine generosity in
sharing the Covid Vaccine with
nations who cannot afford it,

LET US PRAY FOR ST
JOSEPH’S INTERCESSION
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. To you God entrusted his
only Son; in you Mary placed her
trust; with you Christ became
man. Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father and guide
us in the path of life. Obtain for
us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil.
Amen.

SCHEDULE (20 - 24 APR):
Tue, Wed, Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm)
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm)
facebook.com/InghamMass
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com

PARISH
Position Available:
Parish Office Cleaner / Housekeeper
We are seeking a person to assist with cleaning
and housekeeping services for the parish offices
and presbytery. The successful applicant will be
responsible for cleaning of the parish offices and
the house, washing and ironing of clothes and
church linens, shopping for house and office, and
other duties as required. The successful applicant
will need to apply for a blue card and undertake
a federal police check. The required workload is
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9am to noon.
For any information, please contact the parish
office. Please submit applications, including a
resume and the names of two referees to
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com. Applications
close on Tuesday 27 April
.Mass Changes 25 April
There will be no Masses at Canossa Chapel or St
Teresa’s Abergowrie on Sunday 25 April.
CORES: Training in the intervention &amp;
prevention of suicide

Have you ever been worried about family, friends,
neighbours or work colleagues?

June 13th - 16th. This is a self-catered retreat.
COST: $400 Live in, or $220 Non live-in. Register
by email: houseofprayer@tsv.catholic.org.au or
phone 4728 9861

St Joseph the Worker Retreat
The Josephite Companions of Townsville are
holding a retreat on Saturday 1st May at the
House of Prayer between 10am and 4.30pm
What’s Working in 2021 is a retreat that looks
at our daily lives, work and play through a
Christ-centred focus, with Saint Joseph the
Worker as the foundation.
Cost is $65with restricted Numbers
For more information contact Pauline
McGuire 4775 7688
or pmcguire@tsv.catholic.org.au
Plenary Council Update
As we journey towards the 1st Assembly of the
Plenary Council, the ‘Working Document has
been released. This document draws heavily on
the voices heard during the Listening and
Dialogue and Listening and Discernment phases
of the Plenary Council, but also from other key
sources. It is entitled Continuing the Journey.
Resources are available on the Plenary Council
website : plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

ROSTERS
Counters This Week

Are you concerned someone is having troubling
thoughts?

R Doherty P & A Costanzo D Carey

Would you know how to help or what to do?

R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti O Marino

The training is designed to provide individuals
and organisations with essential skills and
resources required to identify and respond to a
person at risk of suicide as well as supporting the
person at risk to access appropriate services.
Location: Hinchinbrook Community Support
Centre, 71 Townsville Road, Ingham
Cost: Free – Morning Tea Provided. Please bring a
packed lunch

Date: Thursday 20 May, 2021, 9:oo AM – 2:oo PM
Enquiries: Marilyn 4776 1822 marilyn@hcsc.org.au
RSVP: 12 May, 2021

Counters Next Week
Altar Servers 24/25 April
Sat 6pm: Ellie Lahtinen Layne Biasi
Sun 8.30am: Georgia Minato
Sun 7pm: Alexander Jordan Hamish Jordan
Children’s Liturgy 24 April
Julie Nowak Josephine Di Bartolo
Nadine Jorgensen
Readers 24/25 April
Halifax: Betty Mahony
Sat 6pm: Michael Pisano
Sun 8.30am: Marlies Maussen

4 Day Guided Silent Retreat - The book of Ruth

Sun 7pm: Judy Vigh

The story of Ruth is about loss, change and
transformation, that speaks powerfully to life
today. The themes of loving kindness, restoring
balance, wholeness, and faithfulness will guide us
into reflection on our own life journey.

Special Ministers 24/25 April
Sat 6pm: Orazio Marino
Sun 8.30am: Margaret Pasquale
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MASS OFFERINGS
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the
Church. You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday
noon.
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations.
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Lighter Side
A businessman needed to have a professional photo taken. When the photographer was done, the
man looked at his photo and complained, “This doesn’t do me justice.” The photographer responded,
“With a face like yours you don’t need justice—you need mercy.”
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BELIEVING ANEW
Are we open to believing that something new is
possible?
There is a popular saying, rooted well in tradition:
“We don’t necessarily see things as they are; we
see things as we are.”
In other words, we see the things we want to see,
we see things that confirm our assumptions, our
beliefs, our preferred way of looking at the world,
the church, our family, our workplace, our
immediate society.
We all have filters, such as: What do I believe?
Does this new idea confirm what I already think?
Does it fit into the frame I’ve already
constructed? Or does this thought, this idea
challenge me, confront me, unsteady me?

Ideas, beliefs, thoughts that come my way and
don’t fit easily into my framework, can cause me
to think twice, and maybe even rethink some of
my long-held beliefs, assumptions. That kind of
reflection is hard work. It requires time,
discernment, energy.
Often, to avoid the extra reframing work that a
new notion may ask of me, my mind, my heart
can press a “reject” or “delete” button, therefore
choosing to stick with current beliefs,
understandings and/or mental framework. I can
too easily settle on what confirms my present
belief system and ignore anything that asks extra
from me. This is one explanation as to why
change is so difficult. Change . . . a keyword
during the Easter season!
 How do I image God in my thoughts, in my
prayer, in my life? Could it be that the God I
carry within me has, in fact, little to do with
the God Jesus came to reveal?
 What attitudes do I show toward the stranger,
the unknown, those on the margin of society?
Could it be that how I am is far from being
close to how Jesus would want me to be?
 How do I perceive my baptismal consecration
and the implications this
sacred moment has
throughout my life? Could
it be just something that

happened way-back-then, or is my covenant
with God and God’s people something alive
and active and lifebringing for myself and for
others?
It is highly likely that conversations that take
place during the diocesan renewal will present
ideas, questions, thoughts that are new to me,
that challenge me, that even confront my
present beliefs and/or mindset. Will I quickly
“delete” them from my existence or will I take
them on board and sit with the challenge they
present to me?
The very theme of the Diocesan Renewal
Becoming New in Christ offers immediate
challenge. Becoming NEW … what does it take to
become “new”? “New” what? Maybe new
attitudes; maybe new priorities; maybe new
relationships; maybe new behaviours/actions;
maybe new ways of ‘being’; maybe new values…?
New commitment to listen to Jesus in my life?
Will I “delete” such invitations, or put them in the
“too hard” box and close the lid? Or put them
perhaps in the “I can’t be bothered category” and
choose to forget about them? Becoming NEW in
Christ … do I believe this is truly possible?
Sr Gerardine Doherty, OLSH

THE BELIEVE QUESTIONS
How do we as a parish help people now  to address their doubts about God, Jesus and belief?
 to encounter Jesus?
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REQUIESCANT IN PACE
Please Pray For: Patrick Leonardi,
Antonietta Accatino (died this
week), Linda Barra, Cechina Abeni
(Sydney) (died last week),
Giacomo Aqualini, Giovanni
Battista Peri, Lucy Sorbello,
Angelina Oldano, Maria Pennisi,
Joan Todd, Ester Cantoni, Nelson
Accornero (annivs at this time),
Magdalena Hiceta, Vittorio &
Maria Cantoni, James & Agnes
Wallace, Baldo Fanti, Steve
Rinaudo, Ron Hall, Pietro Quabba,
Deceased members Shanahan,
Dolan, Lalli, Moret & Macconi
families, Lila Margaret Marrinan,
Deceased members Marrinan
family, Rupert, Nellie, Isabel &
Nicholas Lee, Will Murdoch, Cath
Motti, Enna & Maria Cali, John
Bovero
Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord. Let
perpetual light shine
upon them.
May they rest in peace.
Amen.

Please keep in your prayers:
Ron Stewart
May the Lord’s healing hand
rest upon him

The Pastor’s Pen
I go on a week’s annual leave
this Tuesday. I’m very much
looking forward to the only
decision that I make being
whether I lie down on a sofa
indoors or outdoors :)
It’s been a very busy few weeks,
with Easter, Principal interviews,
funerals and general
administration. I definitely feel
like I am beginning to run on
empty. Hopefully, the batteries
will be well and truly recharged
after a week’s worth of relaxing.
A reminder that there will be no
Mass at Abergowrie or Canossa
next Sunday, due to my
absence. For the next two
weeks, Fr Vinoj will be taking
my place in writing this column.
From this weekend, our money
counters will be returning to a
weekly counting schedule. Even
though the money bags are not
full to overflowing, the return of
two collections at Ingham
means that it is more efficient
for us to count and bank weekly.

can start again from this week.
It will definitely be lovely to
have our Canossa residents join
us in the chapel this Sunday.
Apart from the spiritual care
that regular celebrations of the
Eucharist offers to our Aged
Care residents, every two
months, in the three homes, we
offer the residents who come to
Mass the anointing of the sick. It
gives me great ease of mind to
know that these resident have
been anointed.
We have not been as efficient in
the past few years at ensuring
that all of our housebound
parishioners receive the
sacrament of holy anointing. In
years past, Sr Nina would
organise for the second priest
to anoint a large number of
parishioners two or three times
each year. I have been talking
with Sr Nina and Santina about
this and hope that very soon Fr
Vinoj can begin ensuring that
our senior parishioners receive
this very important sacrament.

We welcome all of our school
staff and students back to their
campuses this week. I hope that
they are all refreshed and ready
for another term of teaching
and learning.

As always, a reminder, if you
know of someone who has
been a regular Mass attendee
but who is no longer able to
come due to age or ill health,
please ask them if they would
like to receive Holy Communion
at home.

Hopefully, our schedule of
Masses in our nursing homes

See you in a
fortnight.

MASS SCHEDULE (17/18 APRIL TO 24/25 APRIL):

Welcome to a new child of God:
Lyrik Reid Crisafulli
baptised this Sunday

This Weekend
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm
Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Abergowrie: 10.00am: Canossa: 10.00am
Weekdays
Ingham: Mon 5.30pm (Adoration 4.30pm & Benediction 5.15pm)
Tue to Thu: 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am
Abergowrie: Thu 8.40am
Next Weekend
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm
Halifax: Sun 7.00am
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional
Adoration Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel

“The greatest gift we can give back to our great God is to let his love make us glad.”
Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift

