SUNDAY, 25 APRIL 2021 - 4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING
From the Acts of the Apostles
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter
said: ‘Rulers of the people, and
elders! If you are questioning us
today about an act of kindness
to a cripple, and asking us how
he was healed, then I am glad to
tell you all, and would indeed
be glad to tell the whole people
of Israel, that it was by the name
of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the
one you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead, by this
name and by no other that this
man is able to stand up
perfectly healthy, here in your
presence, today. This is the
stone rejected by you the
builders, but which has proved
to be the keystone. For of all the
names in the world given to
men, this is the only one by
which we can be saved.’
PSALM
The stone rejected by the
builders has become the
cornerstone.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is
good, for his love has no end. It
is better to take refuge in the
Lord than to trust in men: it is
better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes.
R.
I will thank you for you have
given answer and you are my
saviour. The stone which the

builders rejected has become
the corner stone. This is the
work of the Lord, a marvel in our
eyes.
R.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes. We bless you
from the house of the Lord; I will
thank you for you have given
answer and you are my saviour.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is
good; for his love has no end. R.
SECOND READING
From the first letter of St John
Think of the love that the Father
has lavished on us, by letting us
be called God’s children; and
that is what we are. Because the
world refused to acknowledge
him, therefore it does not
acknowledge us. My dear
people, we are already the
children of God but what we are
to be in the future has not yet
been revealed; all we know is,
that when it is revealed we shall
be like him because we shall see
him as he really is.

R.

The scriptural quotations are taken from the
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used
by permission of the publishers. The English
translation of the Psalm Response is from
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968,
International Committee on English in the
Liturgy..
Art, Living the Liturgy and Gospel Meditation
© LPI

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good
shepherd, says the Lord; I know
my sheep, and mine know me .
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
From the Gospel of John
Jesus said:
‘I am the good shepherd: the
good shepherd is one who lays
down his life for his sheep. The
hired man, since he is not the
shepherd and the sheep do not
belong to him, abandons the
sheep and runs away as soon as
he sees a wolf coming, and then
the wolf attacks and scatters
the sheep; this is because he is
only a hired man and has no
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY
concern for the sheep. I am the
good shepherd; I know my own
and my own know me, just as
the Father knows me and I
know the Father; and I lay down
my life for my sheep. And there
are other sheep I have that are
not of this fold, and these I have
to lead as well. They too will
listen to my voice, and there will
be only one flock and one
shepherd. The Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in
order to take it up again. No one
takes it from me; I lay it down of
my own free will, and as it is in
my power to lay it down, so it is
in my power to take it up again;
and this is the command I have
been given by my Father.’
INTERCESSIONS
For Pope Francis, together with
bishops, priests and deacons,
that all may serve Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, in prayer and
worship, and the people
through preaching of the Good
News with pastoral love. Lord, in
your mercy… Hear our prayer.
For those who have consecrated
themselves to God in the service
of the Church, that by prayer
and commitment, they will
reach out with deep
compassion and reveal the love
of God which is lavished upon
humanity through the Good
Shepherd of souls. Lord, in your
mercy…
For the graces of priesthood,
diaconate and consecrated life
finding a home in generous
hearts, that the life of the
Church and society will be
enriched by the response of

men and women, made in faith
and with love. Lord, in your
mercy…

REFLECT

For Australia and New Zealand
observing Anzac Day, that
honouring those who sacrificed
their lives in the cause of
freedom, we will commit
ourselves to the work of peace
in all circumstances. Lord, in
your mercy…

We hear how Peter
courageously testified before
the Sanhedrin that in Jesus’
name the crippled man was
healed and in Jesus’ name all
believers are saved. How strong
is the conviction of your faith
when someone challenges
you?

For all the people in our world
who are traumatised by war
and violence, especially those
desperate to reclaim democracy
in Myanmar, those exhausted by
war in Syria and those in
political crisis in Lebanon, may
they find comfort in the
presence of the risen Saviour.
Lord, in your mercy...
For those who have died in
wars, especially from our own
nation, along with departed
bishops, priests, deacons and
religious, that Jesus, the Good
Shepherd will welcome them to
the eternal pastures of heaven.
We remember also... Lord, in
your mercy…

FIRST READING

SECOND READING
John speaks to his community
of believers as “children of God.”
What do you see as some of the
implications of such a
designation?

GOSPEL READING
In speaking of himself as “the
good shepherd” who cares
deeply for his sheep, Jesus
contrasts himself to “a hired
man” (the Pharisees) who has
no concern for his sheep. How
should have the Pharisees
reacted to this criticism?

LET US PRAY FOR ST JOSEPH’S
INTERCESSION
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only
Son; in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show
yourself a father and guide us in
the path of life. Obtain for us
grace, mercy, and courage, and
defend us from every evil. Amen.

SCHEDULE (27 APR - 1 MAY):
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PARISH
Position Available:
Parish Office Cleaner / Housekeeper
We are seeking a person to assist with cleaning
and housekeeping services for the parish offices
and presbytery. The successful applicant will be
responsible for cleaning of the parish offices and
the house, washing and ironing of clothes and
church linens, shopping for house and office, and
other duties as required. The successful applicant
will need to apply for a blue card and undertake
a federal police check. The required workload is
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9am to noon.
For any information, please contact the parish
office. Please submit applications, including a
resume and the names of two referees to
parishoffice@inghamcatholic.com. Applications
close on Tuesday 27 April.
Mass Changes 25 April
There will be no Masses at Canossa Chapel or St
Teresa’s Abergowrie on Sunday 25 April.
CORES: Training in the intervention &
prevention of suicide
Have you ever been worried about family, friends,
neighbours or work colleagues?
Are you concerned someone is having troubling
thoughts?
Would you know how to help or what to do?
The training is designed to provide individuals
and organisations with essential skills and
resources required to identify and respond to a
person at risk of suicide as well as supporting the
person at risk to access appropriate services.
Location: Hinchinbrook Community Support
Centre, 71 Townsville Road, Ingham
Cost: Free – Morning Tea Provided. Please bring a
packed lunch
Date: Thursday 20 May, 2021, 9:oo AM – 2:oo PM
Enquiries: Marilyn 4776 1822 marilyn@hcsc.org.au
RSVP: 12 May, 2021
4 Day Guided Silent Retreat - The book of Ruth
The story of Ruth is about loss, change and
transformation, that speaks powerfully to life
today. The themes of loving kindness, restoring
balance, wholeness, and faithfulness will guide us
into reflection on our own life journey.
June 13th - 16th. This is a self-catered retreat.
COST: $400 Live in, or $220 Non live-in. Register

by email: houseofprayer@tsv.catholic.org.au or
phone 4728 9861
St Joseph the Worker Retreat
The Josephite Companions of Townsville are
holding a retreat on Saturday 1st May at the
House of Prayer between 10am and 4.30pm.
What’s Working in 2021 is a retreat that looks at
our daily lives, work and play through a Christcentred focus, with Saint Joseph the Worker as
the foundation.
Cost is $65with restricted Numbers
For more information contact Pauline McGuire
4775 7688 or pmcguire@tsv.catholic.org.au
Marriage Encounter Weekends - Virtual or livein, April or May 2021
Worldwide Marriage Encounter invites couples,
priests and religious to a Marriage Encounter
Weekend to enrich and revitalise your
Sacrament. It gives you the opportunity to grow
in your relationship with your spouse or your
community.
*Virtual weekend via Zoom, 30th April – 2 May
2021, commencing at 7pm on Friday –
concluding at 4pm Sunday. Contact Julie and
Zyg Staszyc: 0437 388 513
Email: sabookings@wwme.org.au
*Live-in weekend Friday 28 May - Sunday 30
May at Ormiston (on Brisbane’s bayside).
Contact Maria and David Murphy: (07) 3342 1456,
dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
Information website: www.wwme.org.au

ROSTERS
Counters This Week
R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti O Marino
Counters Next Week
S Di Bartolo F Di Bartolo A La Rosa M Garutti
Altar Servers 1/2 May
Sat 6pm: Rhys Fichera Elina Daijo
Sun 8.30am: Lexi Goldfinch Emily Gherardi
Emily Ingegneri
Sun 7pm: Volunteers please
Children’s Liturgy 1 May
Russell Andrews David Pelleri
Readers 1/2 May
Halifax: Bench Milan
Canossa: Marie-V Wherry
Sat 6pm: Felix Reitano
Sun 8.30am: Stefania Rutherford
Sun 7pm: Steve Vigh
Special Ministers 1/2 May
Sat 6pm: Julie Nowak
Sun 8.30am: Sam Spina
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MASS OFFERINGS
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the
Church. You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday
noon.

25 APRIL 2021

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations.

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Lighter Side
Somebody has said that there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those who wake up
in the morning and say, “Good morning, Lord,” and there are those who wake up in the morning and
say, “Good Lord, it’s morning.”

25 APRIL 2021

POPE FRANCIS:
ONLY BY KNOWING JESUS
General audience, 3 march 2021
It is Jesus who opened up Heaven to us, and
projected us into a relationship with God. It was he
who did this: he opened up to us this relationship
with the Triune God, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.
This is what the Apostle John says at the conclusion
of the prologue of his Gospel: “No one has ever seen
God: the only Son, who is in the bosom of the
Father, he has made him known” (Jn 1:18). Jesus
revealed the identity to us, this identity of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We really did not know
how to pray: what words, what feelings and what
language were appropriate for God. In that request
the disciples addressed to the Teacher there is all of
humanity’s fumbling, repeated attempts to address
the Creator: “Lord, teach us to pray” (Lk 11:1).
But perhaps the most moving acknowledgment of
the poverty of our prayer came from the lips of the
Roman centurion who one day begged Jesus to
heal his sick servant (cf. Mt 8:5–13). He felt totally
inadequate: he was not a Jew, he was an officer in
the detested occupying army. But his concern for
his servant emboldens him, and he says: “Lord, I am
not worthy to have you come under my roof; but
only say the word, and my servant will be healed”. It
is the phrase we also repeat in every Eucharistic
liturgy. To dialogue with God is a grace: we are not
worthy of it, we have no rights to claim, we “limp”
with every word and every thought... But Jesus is
the door that opens us to this dialogue with God.
Why should humanity be loved by God? There are
no obvious reasons, there is no proportion.... So
much so that most mythologies do not
contemplate the possibility of a god who cares
about human affairs; on the contrary, they are
considered bothersome and boring, entirely
negligible. Let us remember God’s phrase to his
people, repeated in Deuteronomy: “For what great
nation is there that has a god so near to it as the
Lord our God is to us?” This closeness of God is the
revelation!!
A God who loves humanity!
We would never have had
the courage to believe in

him, had we not known Jesus. The knowledge of
Jesus made us understand this; it revealed this to
us. It is the scandal that we find inscribed in the
parable of the merciful father, or in that of the
shepherd who goes in search of the lost sheep (cf.
Lk 15). We would not have been able to conceive or
even comprehend such stories if we had not
encountered Jesus. What God is prepared to die for
people? What God loves always and patiently,
without demanding to be loved in return? What
God accepts the tremendous lack of gratitude of a
son who asks for his inheritance in advance and
leaves home, squandering everything? (cf. Lk 15:12–
13).
Above all, it was beyond us to believe that this

divine love would expand, landing on our human
shore: we are the recipients of a love that has no
equal on earth. The Catechism explains: “The
sacred humanity of Jesus is therefore the way by
which the Holy Spirit teaches us to pray to God
our Father”.
And this is the grace of our faith. We really could
not have hoped for a higher vocation: the
humanity of Jesus — God made himself close in
Jesus — made available to us the very life of the
Trinity; he opened, he threw wide open this door
of the mystery of the love of the Father, of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

THE BELIEVE QUESTIONS
How do we as a parish help people now  to love Jesus?
 to trust Jesus and glorify God through their lives?
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REQUIESCANT IN PACE
Please Pray For: Giuseppe
Rapisarda, Ronnie Davies (died
this week), Cesare Cuzzuol,
Carmena Cuzzuol, Zilpah Vella,
Irene Bovero, Eufronia Chiong,
Renzo Furlanis (annivs at this
time), Elisabetta Guandalini,
Walter Fabbro, Alfio Di Giacomo,
Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, Santo &
Giuseppina Contarino, James &
Agnes Wallace, Lino Donadel,
Bruna Mason, Baldo Fanti, Steve
Rinaudo, Max Cristante, Linda
Barra, Lydia De Luca, Enna & Maria
Carli, Cechina Abeni, Rusty &
Vicky Chinotti
Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord. Let
perpetual light shine
upon them.
May they rest in peace.
Amen.
May their souls and
the souls of all the
faithful departed,
through the mercy of
God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Please keep in your prayers:
Ron Stewart
May the Lord’s healing hand
rest upon him

The Pastor’s Pen
Fr Damian left on Tuesday for his
annual leave in a joyful mood
and I hope that by now he will be
sleeping on the couch at his
mother’s home. I had a four-day
break with Fr’s Mobin and Shilbin
and we went to Mount Isa to see
Fr Mick and Fr Emene. On
Wednesday Fr Mick took us on a
very interesting tour of the city
while Emene stayed home and
prepared a delicious dinner for
us.
Thursday’s funeral of young
Patrick Leonardi could perhaps
be the most challenging one in
my 15 years of priestly life. I share
the pain of the Leonardi family
and pray for them. The Leonardi’s
have gone through a great
amount of pain for a long period
of time and any prayers for both
Patrick, his parents Joe and
Angie and siblings John,
Michelle, Christopher and
Matthew would be greatly
appreciated by them.
The current situation in India is
extremely serious. Several states
have gone back into lockdown as
daily COVID-19 cases nationwide
hit a new record. Hospitals are
struggling with a shortage of
beds, oxygen and key medicines
as infections pass the 15 million
mark, second only to the United
States. Daily COVID-19 cases in
India jumped to a record 273,810

on Monday. The Chief Minister of
Delhi Mr Kejriwal said, “the
bigger worry is that in last 24
hours positivity rate has
increased to around 30 per cent
from 24 per cent … The cases are
rising very rapidly. The beds are
filling fast and facing acute
shortage of oxygen.” These
words tell us about the severity
of Covid cases in India.
Many European countries are
also facing the same problem,
but the difference between India
and Europe is clear from the
above-mentioned realities. This
surge in Covid cases is a matter
of concern for all of us. At the
moment my family is safe, but it
is always a worry. Last week, six
priests who went north from the
south as missionaries have lost
their life. Since I have been in
different parts of India it is easy
for me to tell you that poverty
and unemployment which had
already stricken the everyday life
of the daily workers has now
become much more
complicated. So, what I am
trying to say is to pray for my
country and my family.
Our schools are back to normal
and let us wish a wonderful term
for all children and teachers.
I know this rain is not good for
the farmers, but nothing is in our
control. I assure my prayers to all
of you.
God bless you all.

Fr Vinoj.

MASS SCHEDULE (24/25 APRIL TO 1/2 MAY):

Welcome to a new child of God:
Ellery Linelle Doughty
baptised this Sunday

This Weekend
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm
Sun: Halifax 7.00am
Weekdays
Ingham: Mon 8.00am, Tue to Thu: 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am
Abergowrie: Thu 8.40am
Next Weekend
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm
Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional
Adoration Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel

“If we are not planted in Christ, we’ll be uprooted in crisis.”
Unknown

