
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the Acts of the Apostles  
When Saul got to Jerusalem he 
tried to join the disciples, but 
they were all afraid of him: they 
could not believe he was really a 
disciple. Barnabas, however, 
took charge of him, introduced 
him to the apostles, and 
explained how the Lord had 
appeared to Saul and spoken to 
him on his journey, and how he 
had preached boldly 
at Damascus in the name of 
Jesus. Saul now started to go 
round with them in Jerusalem, 
preaching fearlessly in the name 
of the Lord. But after he had 
spoken to the Hellenists, and 
argued with them, they became 
determined to kill him. When 
the brothers knew, they took 
him to Caesarea, and sent him 
off from there to Tarsus. 
The churches throughout 
Judaea, Galilee and Samaria wer
e now left in peace, building 
themselves up, living in the fear 
of the Lord, and filled with the 
consolation of the Holy Spirit. 
  
PSALM 

R.  I will praise you, Lord,  
 in the assembly of your 
 people. 
My vows I will pay before those 
who fear him. The poor shall eat 
and shall have their fill. They 

shall praise the Lord, those who 
seek him. May their hearts live 
for ever and ever!   R. 
All the earth shall remember 
and return to the Lord, all 
families of the nations worship 
before him. They shall worship 
him, all the mighty of the earth; 
before him shall bow all who go 
down to the dust.   R. 
And my soul shall live for him, 
my children serve him. They 
shall tell of the Lord to 
generations yet to come, 
declare his faithfulness to 
peoples yet unborn: ‘These 
things the Lord has done.’  R. 
 
SECOND READING 

From the first letter of St John  
My children,  
our love is not to be just words 
or mere talk, but something real 
and active; only by this can we 
be certain that we are the 
children of the truth and be 
able to quieten our conscience 
in his presence, whatever 
accusations it may raise against 
us, because God is greater than 
our conscience and he knows 
everything.  
My dear people,  
if we cannot be condemned by 
our own conscience, we need 
not be afraid in God’s presence, 
and whatever we ask him, we 
shall receive, because we keep 
his commandments and live the 
kind of life that he wants. His 
commandments are these: that 
we believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and that we 
love one another as he told us 
to.  
Whoever keeps his 
commandments lives in God 
and God lives in him. We know 
that he lives in us by the Spirit 
that he has given us.  

Welcome to all visitors and new parishioners. Please make yourself known to us. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Response is from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 
International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy..  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! Live in me and 
let me live in you, says the Lord; 
my branches bear much fruit. 
Alleluia!   
  

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of John       
Jesus said to his disciples:  
‘I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the vinedresser. Every 
branch in me that bears no fruit 
he cuts away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes to 
make it bear even more. You are 
pruned already, by means of the 
word that I have spoken to you. 
Make your home in me, as I 
make mine in you. As a branch 
cannot bear fruit all by itself, but 
must remain part of the vine, 
neither can you unless you 
remain in me.  
I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Whoever remains in 
me, with me in him, bears fruit 
in plenty; for cut off from me 
you can do nothing. Anyone 
who does not remain in me is 
like a branch that has been 
thrown away – he withers; these 
branches are collected and 
thrown on the fire, and they are 
burnt. If you remain in me and 
my words remain in you, you 
may ask what you will and you 
shall get it. It is to the glory of 
my Father that you should bear 
much fruit, and then you will be 
my disciples.’ 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for the Church, that we 
will overcome the difficulties of 
suspicion and mistrust as seen 
between Saint Paul and the 

Apostles, and grow rather in 
respect and unity. Lord, in your 
mercy… Hear our prayer. 

We pray for Christians whose 
lives are threatened because of 
their belief in Jesus, that our 
prayer will support them. Lord, 
in your mercy… 

We pray that our love will not be 
just words but something real 
and active. Lord, in your mercy… 

We pray for the children who 
are preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.  
May they continue to grow in 
knowledge, faith and love of the 
Lord. Lord, in your mercy… 

We pray for the people of India      
experiencing a new time of 
crisis in the pandemic, that 
nations will generously rally to 
their aid. Lord, in your mercy... 

We pray for those who mourn, 
that God will wipe all tears from 
their eyes, and for those who 
have died, that they may enter 
the heavenly Jerusalem. We 
remember also...  Lord, in your 
mercy… 
 

LET US PRAY FOR ST JOSEPH’S 
INTERCESSION 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only 
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man.  
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show 
yourself a father and guide us in 
the path of life. Obtain for us 
grace, mercy, and courage, and 
defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

Luke tells us how the 
conversion of Saul (Paul) and 
the acceptance by the disciples 
of him helped facilitate peace 
in the Church throughout 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. 
What do you think is needed to 
bring about peace in our 
Church today?          

SECOND READING 

John teaches his community 
that believing in Jesus and 
loving one another is the heart 
of God’s commandment. How 
would you assess yourself in 
following this two-fold 
command?     

GOSPEL READING 

Using the metaphor of a vine 
and branches, Jesus urges his 
disciples to “remain in me” in 
order to bear good fruit and 
thereby glorify God. What 
would be some examples of 
“good fruit” that you have 
produced?     

SCHEDULE (4 - 8 MAY): 
Tue, Wed, Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 

facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 



PARISH 

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

CORES: Training in the intervention & 
prevention of suicide 

Have you ever been worried about family, friends, 
neighbours or work colleagues? 

Are you concerned someone is having troubling 
thoughts? 

Would you know how to help or what to do? 

The training is designed to provide individuals 
and organisations with essential skills and 
resources required to identify and respond to a 
person at risk of suicide as well as supporting the 
person at risk to access appropriate services. 
Location: Hinchinbrook Community Support 
Centre, 71 Townsville Road, Ingham 

Cost: Free – Morning Tea Provided. Please bring a 
packed lunch 

Date: Thursday 20 May, 2021, 9:oo AM – 2:oo PM 
Enquiries: Marilyn 4776 1822 marilyn@hcsc.org.au 

RSVP: 12 May, 2021 

4 Day Guided Silent Retreat - The book of Ruth 

The story of Ruth is about loss, change and 
transformation, that speaks powerfully to life 
today. The themes of loving kindness, restoring 
balance, wholeness, and faithfulness will guide us 
into reflection on our own life journey. 
June 13th - 16th. This is a self-catered retreat. 
COST: $400 Live in, or $220 Non live-in.  Register 
by email: houseofprayer@tsv.catholic.org.au or 
phone 4728 9861  

Feast of St Magdalen of Canossa, 8 May 2021 
On Saturday 8 May @ 9.30am there will be Mass 
at Canossa Chapel to celebrate the Feast of St 
Magdalen of Canossa. All residents, Lay 
Canossians and parishioners who wish to 
celebrate with the Canossian Sisters are welcome 
to attend.  

Please note, if anyone wishes to enter the 
premises of the Nursing Home, they need to have 
documentation to prove that they have had this 
year's flu vaccination, otherwise they cannot join 
the residents for morning tea.  

Ingham Parish Council Meeting 
The next meeting for St Patrick’s Parish Council 
will be held on Tuesday 4 May @ 7.30pm. 

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 
S Di Bartolo F Di Bartolo A La Rosa M Garutti 

Counters Next Week 
M Duffy J Busuttin D Benedetto T Pallanza 

Altar Servers 8/9 May 
Sat 6pm: Justin Roveglia Damian Roveglia 

Sun 8.30am: Ruby MacPherson 

Sun 7pm: Trista Kopeshke Chloe Kopeshke 
Children’s Liturgy 8 May  

Sandra Gherardi Raeline Firth 
Readers 8/9 May 

Halifax: Lorraine Castles 
Canossa: Mark Spina  

Sat 6pm: Judy Reitano 
Sun 8.30am: Vince Vitale 

Sun 7pm: Denise Barbi 

Special Ministers 8/9 May 
Sat 6pm: Trevor Nowak  

Sun 8.30am: Madeleine D’Urso 

 

National Catholic Mass Count 

The 5th National Count of Attendance at Mass 
and Sunday Assemblies will be conducted in 
May 2021. Church attendance is perhaps the 
most basic measure of religious practice. Most 
dioceses conduct counts of attenders, but not 
every diocese does it with the same frequency, in 
the same way or at the same time.  

According to the most recent national count, 
conducted in 2016, about 11.8 per cent of 
Australia’s Catholic population, or 623,400 
people, went to church on a typical weekend. 
The National Count is conducted in the same 
year as the Australian Census (to be held on 10 
August 2021) so that the information collected 
can most effectively be used in association with 
results from the other project.  

It is intended that the 2021 count will be 
conducted in all parishes and other Mass 
centres, such as migrant community centres, 
throughout Australia. The count will be as 
comprehensive as possible and include people 
of all ages at Mass (including babies), and other 
types of Sunday Assemblies. It will be a simple 
headcount: no other information about 
individual attenders will be collected. 

 



2 MAY 2021 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 



5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



2 MAY 2021 

Lighter Side  
A Good Sermon  
 The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as 
close together as possible. — George Burns. 



5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  FROM INSTITUTIONAL  
TO INTENTIONAL FAITH 
Keith Strohm is a Permanent Deacon in the Catholic 
Church. He works in parish renewal and says that 
there are five paradigm shifts that parishes need to 
make in order to renew. This is the first one. 

INSTITUTIONAL FAITH 

God has created us to be in an intimate, personal 
relationship with him; he has given us his very life. 
Certainly we experience that love of God as a people, 
and that love is mediated to us through the Church. 
But, on a personal level, many Catholics experience 
God as distant and disconnected from the everyday 
realities of their life, a kind of pious or moral 
Institutional abstraction. When this becomes the 
normal experience for a large number of Catholics, 
that standard is replicated and becomes the 
expectation. In this institutional paradigm, Catholics 
primarily relate to God through institutional 
activities, such as going to Mass or taking part in 
devotions. They may have little understanding that 
their own personal response to God’s invitation has 
anything to do with their spiritual life. 

If you ask a Catholic if they have a personal 
relationship with Jesus, for example, they will often 
say, “Yes, I go to Mass.” Of course, attending Mass and 
receiving Holy Communion are essential for 
Catholics, as a means of deepening their relationship 
with Christ. Yet people go to church for many 
reasons, and those acting from an institutional 
paradigm may lack interiority. In such a paradigm, 
the fulfillment of the obligation or activity becomes 
the focus as well as the source of merit. This fosters a 
kind of transactional mentality, in which Catholics 
do this thing, fulfill this obligation, say this prayer in 
order to “get” something (like God’s approval or the 
promise of eternal life). I push this button, pull this 
lever, and out comes my reward. 

Because of this transactional mentality, many 
Catholics neither expect nor experience the fruits of 
relationship with Christ: inner freedom, peace, joy, 
transformation, a greater sense of purpose, healing, 
wholeness, justice, and so forth. The idea that the 
power, presence, and person of Jesus Christ could 
radically transform our brokenness and ease our 
burdens isn’t even an imaginative option for many. 
That God wants to break into our lives and radically 
change us through the power of his love can seem 
like a dream or an ancient story with no bearing on 
life today. In addition, when people see their 
relationship with God as transactional, they tend to 
take on the role of a consumer. 

Think of the language that many of our Catholic 
brothers and sisters use in relation to parish life: “I 
want my children to ‘get’ all their sacraments.” I’m 
here to ‘get’ Communion.” In some parishes, many 
Catholics leave Mass right after receiving Jesus – as if 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass were simply a delivery 
vehicle for Holy Communion, something to be 
endured until the prize is rewarded. 

 

INTENTIONAL FAITH 

A living faith in Jesus Christ cannot be inherited. You 
may have grown up in an exceptional Catholic 
family, but faith, in the theological sense, is both a 
gift and something with which we must cooperate. 
No amount of marinating in Catholic identity, 
Catholic family traditions, and even Catholic prayers 
will automatically transform us into disciples. At 
Baptism the Lord gives us the virtue of faith, the 
capacity to believe. If we were baptised as infants, 
our parents’ faith stood in for us, but at some point, 
as we grow past the age of reason (seven, according 
to canon law), we must cooperate with that virtue of 
faith. We must choose to entrust ourselves to Jesus, 
to become his disciple. 

One of the greatest challenges in shifting from a 
paradigm of institutional faith to a paradigm of 
intentional faith is overcoming the notion that a 
relationship with Jesus is somehow a complete 
mystery – that it’s intangible and ineffable and 
therefore not something we can see in others, let 
alone talk about with them. But in the Gospels, Jesus 
is clear regarding what discipleship looks like. He 
says, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny 
themselves, take up his cross, and follow 
me” (Matthew 16:24). Jesus uses active language 
here. If we want to become disciples, we must 
“deny,” “take up,” and “follow.” There is an 
intentionality to discipleship, an  interior choice, and 
a disposition that require an act of will. 

In institutional faith, the primary mode of relating to 
God is through institutional activity and the exterior 
practice of the faith, with little regard for personal 
disposition, apart from avoiding sin. Intentional faith 
prioritises a deep trust in the promises of Christ, an 
ongoing disposition to receive the fruits and gifts of 
God, and a desire to share those fruits with others. 
The burning questions on the hearts of staff and 
pastoral leaders of a parish rooted in a paradigm of 
intentional faith are: “Where are our people in their 
lived relationship with God?” and “What can we do to 
help them grow in that relationship?” 



The Pastor’s Pen 

I know I have been running late 
in visiting our schools this year, 
but last week I did complete 
visiting all our schools. My visit to 
each school was a new 
experience, of course it is, 
responding to some beautiful 
questions about my vocation to 
priesthood and life as a priest in 
Australia. I was asked by the 
students about Indian food, 
culture, language, and 
specifically about my interest in 
Australian food. 

This week my visit to grades five 
and six at Lourdes was amazing. 
Since grade six was preparing to 
write an assignment on the 
gospel of the day I was asked to 
discuss about love, forgiveness, 
and generosity. Grade five invited 
me to say something in my 
language and I said the Our 
Father and taught them few 
words and numbers. 
Fr Damian returned on Thursday 
to his usual busy schedule after a 
short break. I hope he has had a 
great break from his hectic job 
and to have refuelled himself to 
continue with upcoming events. 

Thank you all for your prayers for 
my country but still more prayers 
are needed since India is 
desperately battling against the 
more serious Covid 19 virus. 
Thanks to the Australian 
government and you for your 

generosity to support us in this 
time of disaster. I admit that to 
an extent this is a man-made 
catastrophe. This could have 
been controlled if the 
government of India had worked 
to contain this virus more 
adequately, planning and 
providing support to the state 
governments. But this is not the 
time to criticise either of the 
responsible parties, instead we 
shall pray to God to help them to 
do something positive to control 
this outbreak. 

Please continue to pray for my 
family because my oldest 
brother and his wife in the 
Middle East are Covid positive. 
So far, they are stable but please 
remember them in your prayers. 
Other news which worries me is 
that the neighbouring family of 
my mother is all positive to Covid 
19. As you know the double 
mutant and British variant virus, 
which are all around my state, 
are playing a major role in India’s 
surge in Covid cases. 

Last week I was fully engaged 
with weekend Masses, baptism, 
and funerals. We have started 
this year’s confirmation 
programme with 44 children. Let 
us pray for all those children and 
their parents. 

I thank you all for your continued 
friendship, prayers, and support. 

God bless you all. 
Fr Vinoj. 

“If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have succeeded.” 
Maya Angelou 

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For: Mary Contarino, 
John Menico (died last week), 
Carmena Bondin, Carmelo 
Pennisi, Enzo Dallagiacoma, 
Angelo Scuderi, Onelio Costa, 
Maria Scagliotti, Sam Di Prima, 
Lynn Hughes, Ross Caruso (annivs 
at this time), Matilde Fabbro, 
Janice Day, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, James & Agnes Wallace, 
Steve Rinaudo, Frank Scuderi, Will 
Murdoch, Cechina Abeni, 
Antonietta Accatino, Rusty & 
Vicky Chinotti, Patrick Leonardi, 
Eufronia Chiong, Caterina (Kate) 
Di Prima, Linda Barra, Baldo Fanti, 
Patricia (Pat) Irene Kelly 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Ron Stewart 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon him 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  
 May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy of 
God, 

 rest in peace.   
Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (1/2 MAY TO 8/9 MAY): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 8.00am, Tue to Thu 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am 
St Peter’s Wed 8.45am: Abergowrie Thu 8.40am 

Next Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 

Welcome to a new child of God:  
Sierra Kate Olivero 

baptised this Sunday 


