
GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING 

From the prophet Ezekiel  
The Lord says this: 
‘From the top of the cedar, from 
the highest branch I will take a 
shoot and plant it myself on a 
very high mountain. I will plant 
it on the high mountain of 
Israel. It will sprout branches 
and bear fruit, and become a 
noble cedar. Every kind of bird 
will live beneath it, every 
winged creature rest in the 
shade of its branches. And every 
tree of the field will learn that I, 
the Lord, am the one who stunts 
tall trees and makes the low 
ones grow, who withers green 
trees and makes the withered 
green. I, the Lord, have spoken, 
and I will do it.’  
  
PSALM 

R. Lord, it is good to give 
thanks to you. 

It is good to give thanks to the 
Lord to make music to your 
name, O Most High, to proclaim 
your love in the morning and 
your truth in the watches of the 
night.     R. 
The just will flourish like the 
palm-tree and grow like a 
Lebanon cedar.    R. 
Planted in the house of the Lord 
they will flourish in the courts of 
our God, still bearing fruit when 

they are old, still full of sap, still 
green, to proclaim that the Lord 
is just. In him, my rock, there is 
no wrong.     R. 
 
SECOND READING 

From the letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 2 
We are always full of confidence 
when we remember that to live 
in the body means to be exiled 
from the Lord, going as we do 
by faith and not by sight – we 
are full of confidence, I say, and 
actually want to be exiled from 
the body and make our home 
with the Lord. Whether we are 
living in the body or exiled from 
it, we are intent on pleasing 
him. For all the truth about us 
will be brought out in the law 
court of Christ, and each of us 
will get what he deserves for the 
things he did in the body, good 
or bad.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! The seed is the 
word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for 
ever. Alleluia!  
 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel of Mark  
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is 
what the kingdom of God is like. 
A man throws seed on the land. 
Night and day, while he sleeps, 
when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he 
does not know. Of its own 
accord the land produces first 
the shoot, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. And when 
the crop is ready, he loses no 
time; he starts to reap because 
the harvest has come.’ 
He also said, ‘What can we say 
the kingdom of God is like? 
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What parable can we find for it? 
It is like a mustard seed which 
at the time of its sowing in the 
soil is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; yet once it is 
sown it grows into the biggest 
shrub of them all and puts out 
big branches so that the birds of 
the air can shelter in its shade.’ 
Using many parables like these, 
he spoke the word to them, so 
far as they were capable of 
understanding it. He would not 
speak to them except in 
parables, but he explained 
everything to his disciples when 
they were alone. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for the Church in 
Australia preparing for the 
Plenary Council, that we will 
become a kinder, more merciful, 
and just Church. Lord, in your 
mercy… Hear our prayer. 

We pray, as the Church reflects 
this year on Pope Francis’ 
encyclical on Love in the Family, 
that the vibrant desire of young 
people to marry and form a family 
will be an inspiration to us all. 
Lord, in your mercy… 

We pray that faith, planted 
through baptism in infants and 
children, like the tiniest of seeds, 
will be nurtured by parents and 
parish communities, so that it 
flourishes into a rich harvest of 
fidelity to God and good works 
among people. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

We pray for the peoples of Eretria 
and Ethiopia facing a severe 
famine, the people of Burkino 
Faso experiencing new waves of 
terrorism, and those of the Holy 
Land with its fragile peace 

between the Palestinians and 
Israelis. Lord, in your mercy… 

We pray that the distribution of 
the Covid vaccine will be available 
to the vulnerable and general 
population with alacrity, and that 
it will be made available to 
nations which are poor and lack 
the resources to distribute it.  
Lord, in your mercy... 

We pray that our departed 
relatives and parishioners, along 
with those who died in the 
Bangladesh train accident, will 
make their home with the Lord. 
We remember also...  Lord, in your 
mercy… 
 
LET US PRAY FOR ST JOSEPH’S 
INTERCESSION 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only 
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show 
yourself a father and guide us in 
the path of life. Obtain for us 
grace, mercy, and courage, and 
defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

The prophet Ezekiel’s image of 
God growing Israel into a mighty 
majestic cedar tree bearing fruit, 
with birds nesting in its branches 
was intended to be words of 
comfort for the exiled Israelites in 
Babylon. How do you find God’s 
comfort in times of distress?            

SECOND READING 

Paul encourages the believers in 
Corinth to be courageous in 
knowing one day all will appear 
before “the judgment seat of 
Christ.” How confident are you in 
reflecting on judgment day?       

GOSPEL READING 

Mark tells us that Jesus often 
spoke in parables to the crowds 
about the kingdom of God. 
Today’s parables speak to the 
often unseen and subtle growth 
of the kingdom of God in our 
midst. How might you better 
observe the kingdom of God at 
work in your life?         

SCHEDULE (15 - 19 JUNE): 
No weekday Masses streamed this week. 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 



PARISH 

11TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME  

Feast of St Anthony Bemerside Sunday 13 June 

The annual celebration for the feast of St Anthony will 
be celebrated on Sunday 13 June commencing with 
the procession and rosary at 2.15pm.  Mass will 
commence at 3.00pm followed by the Blessing of 
Children and distribution of St Anthony Bread.  Food 
and drink will be available from 4.00pm with 
entertainment that will continue into the evening. If 
anyone would like to take a bus out to the Feast Day, 
feel free to contact 0418 748 920. Prior to the Sunday 
there will be Mass at St Anthony’s on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
nights at 7.30pm. 

Your voice on Catholic Youth 
Ministry 

The Catholic Youth Commission 
Townsville Diocese, invites you to 
comment on a summary picture of 
parish youth ministry across the 
diocese. 
Why? To give YOU the chance to comment or add 
further to what’s here, or to do so for the first time. 
What you experience is a vital part of the parish youth 
ministry picture. This will help the Commission to 
understand more and prepare a final draft. To access 
the Google Form - http://bit.ly/ythsurvey. When you 
open you will see the questions inviting further 
comment on the summary picture and another link 
which opens the Summary itself.  
What next? The Commission will take up your 
feedback in finalising its description of current youth 
ministry in the Townsville Diocese across four areas: 
Parishes, Schools (Principals and staff), Catholic School 
Students (Yrs 10, 11, 12), and other settings, including 
the Youth Ambassadors’ Forums in 2020. This will form 
part of a report to the Bishop and the wider Diocese 
and be a platform for the Commission’s work in the 
months and years to follow. 

Hospital Visiting Beginning Again  

We are beginning hospital visiting again. If you have 
been on our roster could you please give me a call or 
message me as to whether you wish to continue or be 
removed from the roster. If you are interested in joining 
a group to visit the hospital once a month phone me 
for further information. Thank you for your past 
support for this ministry and hopefully we will have 
some new volunteers to join a group. The new roster 
will be available when I get your responses. Thank you. 
Margaret Girgenti 0427 763 934. 

New Planned Giving Envelopes 

The new weekly envelopes for St Patrick’s which 
commence on the weekend of 3/4 July are available 
from this weekend for collection in St Patrick’s Church.  

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 
R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti O Marino 

Counters Next Week 
S Di Bartolo F Di Bartolo A La Rosa M Garutti 

Altar Servers 19/20 June 
Sat 6pm: Ellie Lahtinen Layne Biasi 

Sun 8.30am: Georgia Minato 

Sun 7pm: Alexander Jordan Hamish Jordan 
Children’s Liturgy 19 June  

Bridgette Duffy Michelle Biasi 
Readers 19/20 June 

Halifax: Mary Cavaliere 
Canossa: Marie-V Wherry  

Sat 6pm: Gerard Girgenti 
Sun 8.30am: Diane Giliberto 

Sun 7pm: Flavia Menegon 

Special Ministers 19/20 June 
Sat 6pm: Hayden Di Bella  

Sun 8.30am: Viv Garrigon 

 

If you would like to collect your envelopes during the 
week, please phone Julie at the parish office to 
arrange collection. 

Those who attend Mass at Canossa, your envelopes are 
available at Canossa.  

Abergowrie Parishioners, your weekly envelopes are 
also available at St Teresa’s this weekend.   

Please do not use the new envelopes until the 
weekend of 3/4 July.   

Vinnies VRAP (Vinnies Refugee Assistance 
Program) Support  

The St Vincent de Paul VRAP program are looking for 
blankets. As the weather in North Queensland gets 
cooler, they are getting a number of requests for 
blankets. Blankets could be dropped into Echlin St, 
Townsville any Vinnies shop or your local Parish 
office.  It's not only refugees that need the 
blankets.  There is always a need throughout the 
whole dioceses for warm blankets as soon as the 
weather turns cold.    

PARISH 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



13 JUNE 2021 

Lighter Side  - Fiscal Riddles  
 
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 

A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation. 

Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible? 

A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet. 
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 SPEECH GIVEN AT BLESSING 
OF SANTA MARIA CENTRE 
AND CATHERINE MACAULEY 
CENTRE AT GILROY SANTA 
MARIA COLLEGE 
On the 3rd of February, 1949, The Daily Mercury 
reported on page 7: 

“Educational history is being made to-day by 
the opening of the new Cardinal Gilroy 
College for boys by the Christian Brothers, the 
Santa Maria College attached to the Ingham 
Convent for girls, and the High School 
classrooms at the Ingham Rural State School 
for scholarship winners, and those who sat 
but failed.” 

It is great credit to our parishes that 
construction was well afoot for our two Catholic 
high schools before the state government 
approved the construction of purpose built high 
school rooms at the then Ingham Rural School. 
Indeed, it would be another six months before 
funds were approved to construct  the first 
section of the Ingham High and Intermediate 
School. 
To provide for further Catholic Education for the 
girls of the district, the Sisters of Mercy accepted 
the invitation to found Santa Maria College. In 
their very first year, they were offering English, 
History, Shorthand, Bookkeeping, Business 
Methods, Typewriting, Painting and 
Dressmaking. Mrs Peggy Mahony was the first of 
the inaugural five students to enrol. 
In 1963, across Queensland, eighth grade was 
shifted to secondary. With the sudden growth of 
Santa Maria College, they shifted from 
downstairs in the old wooden convent school 
building to the Old Church, now Mercy Hall. 
As educational needs changed and developed, 
a decision was made to relocate Santa Maria 
College to the grounds of Cardinal Gilroy 
College. For the first term of 1973, the students 
of Santa Maria College were housed in a new 
building, most recently M block (where our new 
construction is taking place), which comprised 
three classrooms, a typing room, Home Science 
room and staff room.  
Science facilities at Cardinal Gilroy College were 
upgraded so as to accommodate Santa Maria 
students and a new library was planned and 
built to be shared by the two schools.  
By 1981, all classes in year 9 and 10 were co-
educational. Nevertheless, the boys were still 
students of Cardinal Gilroy College and the girls 
enrolled at Santa Maria College. The following 

year, the administration of the Colleges were 
combined, and in 1984, the two colleges were 
officially amalgamated to form Gilroy Santa 
Maria College just prior to the planned 1986 
expansion to accommodate year 11 and then 
year 12 students. 
All too often, we abbreviate the name of our 
school to just Gilroy. In doing so, we not only 
lose sight of the Patron Saint of our College, 
Mary, but also the Santa Maria part of our story 
which is just as long and rich and important as 
that of Cardinal Gilroy College. 
The decision to name this fine structure the 
Santa Maria Centre is an important and formal 
acknowledgement of the Santa Maria College 
component of our history. The decision to name 
our new hospitality centre in honour of 
Venerable Catherine McAuley, founder of the 
Sisters of Mercy, acknowledges their rich 
contribution to Catholic Education in this 
district. We are deeply indebted to the Sisters of 
Mercy who in partnership with our parishes 
sowed the first seeds of Catholic Education in 
our region in 1915 and who worked for and 
within Santa Maria College from its foundation 
to its amalgamation.  
[ad libbed: I don’t really have an ending to this 
speech. I’ve been wandering around my office 
asking how to end it. Maybe that’s appropriate 
because these buildings today tell us that the 
Gilroy Santa Maria College story is one that 
continues and, God willing, will continue for 
many years to come.] 
With thanks to Bianka Vidonja Balanzategui’s 
Portrait of a Parish for all information except 
the opening newspaper quote. 



The Pastor’s Pen 

It was a lovely ceremony on 
Wednesday for the blessing and 
opening of the Santa Maria 
Centre and the Catherine 
McAuley Centre at Gilroy Santa 
Maria College. I was very 
impressed by the student leaders 
who led us through the morning. 
I was asked to give a brief speech 
touching on College history. 
Given that both of these 
buildings speak to the history of 
Santa Maria High School and the 
Sisters of Mercy, I focused on that. 
I have included the speech on 
page seven for your elucidation 
and entertainment. 

Thank you to the musicians and 
choir for the Italian mass last 
Sunday. The music was 
magnificent and truly inspired 
the congregation. It was great to 
receive so much positive 
feedback from the people who 
attended and, in particular, 
visitors from elsewhere. 

God willing, work on St Patrick’s 
begins this week. We hit a bit of a 
speed bump last week with 
certification. I hope that this is all 
sorted by the time you read this. 
If the work does begin on 
Monday, then we will celebrate 
the four afternoon Masses for this 
week in St Paul’s Chapel. Friday 
morning mass will be held in St 
Patrick’s at 6.30am (it will be this 
earlier time for the duration of 
the build). 

From next weekend, we will 
need to enter the Church 
through the car park side doors. 
Access to the church during the 
week will be restricted. This will 
impact funerals. Thank you, in 
anticipation, for your 
understanding. 

I am away for a few days this 
week. On Thursday and Friday, I 
am leading a professional 
learning workshop for some 
religion teachers from Catholic 
Schools around the diocese.  I 
repeat the same workshop with 
other teachers in August.  

I have spent a long time 
immersed in the Scriptures, 
hearing them at Mass every day 
for over thirty years and formally 
studying them for over twelve 
years (6 1/2 as part of my 
Seminary studies and then 
purely Scripture study in Rome 
and the US for a further 6 years). I 
forget what it is like to not be 
truly grounded in the biblical 
story. The further our general 
culture moves away from a 
Christian ethic, and from belied 
in God, the more difficult it is to 
enter the world of the Scriptures 
and see how they speak to us 
and our lives.  The work I am 
doing with teachers and APREs is 
an attempt to help them 
understand better the big story 
of God’s love for us as found in 
the Bible and experienced in our 
lives. 

“Every problem has a soft spot. If it is too big for us, we can take it to God. No problem is too big for God.” 
Brother Andrew  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For: Sam Barone 
(Sydney) (died recently),  
Constanco Verzeletti, Steve 
Cantoni, Roxanne Fava, Frank 
“Bluey” Fenoglio (annivs at this 
time), Janice Day, Matilde Fabbro, 
Cath Motti, Steve Rinaudo, 
Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, James & 
Agnes Wallace, Linda Barra, Baldo 
Fanti, Rusty & Vicky Chinotti, 
Patrick Leonardi, Patricia Kayrooz, 
Lina Girgenti, Vilma Fanti, Paul 
Murdoch, Angelina Parisi, Maria 
“Mary” Girgenti, Antonietta 
Accatino, Remo Romano 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Ron Stewart, Sandy Sorbello 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  

May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy of 
God, 

 rest in peace.   
Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (12/13 JUNE TO 19/20 JUNE): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon to Thu 5.30pm in St Paul’s Chapel, Fri 6.30am 
St Peter’s Wed 8.45am: Abergowrie Thu 8.40am 

Next Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 

Congratulations to: 
Brendan Thomson  

and   
Reanna Kanakis   

married on Saturday at 
  St Patrick’s 


