
GOD’S WORD 
2 Kgs 4:42-44   
A man came from Baal-
shalishah, bringing Elisha, the 
man of God, bread from the first
-fruits, twenty barley loaves and 
fresh grain in the ear. ‘Give it to 
the people to eat,’ Elisha said. 
But his servant replied, ‘How 
can I serve this to a hundred 
men?’ ‘Give it to the people to 
eat’ he insisted ‘for the Lord says 
this, “They will eat and have 
some left over.”’ He served them; 
they ate and had some over, as 
the Lord had said. 
  
Psalm 
R. The hand of the Lord feeds 

us; he answers all our needs. 
All your creatures shall thank 
you, O Lord, and your friends 
shall repeat their blessing. They 
shall speak of the glory of your 
reign and declare your might,  
O God.        R. 
The eyes of all creatures look to 
you and you give them their 
food in due time. You open wide 
your hand, grant the desires of 
all who live.       R. 
The Lord is just in all his ways 
and loving in all his deeds. He is 
close to all who call him, who 
call on him from their hearts.   R. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6   
I, the prisoner in the Lord, 
implore you to lead a life worthy 
of your vocation. Bear with one 
another charitably, in complete 
selflessness, gentleness and 
patience. Do all you can to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit 
by the peace that binds you 
together. There is one Body, one 
Spirit, just as you were all called 
into one and the same hope 
when you were called. There is 
one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, and one God who is 
Father of all, through all and 
within all.  
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! A great 
prophet has appeared among 
us; God has visited his people. 
Alleluia!  
 
John 6:1-15   
Jesus went off to the other side 
of the Sea of Galilee – or 
of Tiberias – and a large crowd 
followed him, impressed by the 
signs he gave by curing the sick. 
Jesus climbed the hillside, and 
sat down there with his 
disciples. It was shortly before 
the Jewish feast of Passover. 
Looking up, Jesus saw the 
crowds approaching and said to 
Philip, ‘Where can we buy some 
bread for these people to eat?’ 
He only said this to test Philip; 
he himself knew exactly what 
he was going to do. Philip 
answered, ‘Two hundred denarii 
would only buy enough to give 
them a small piece each.’ One of 
his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, said, ‘There is a 
small boy here with five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what is 
that between so many?’ Jesus 
said to them, ‘Make the people 
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sit down.’ There was plenty of 
grass there, and as many as five 
thousand men sat down. Then 
Jesus took the loaves, gave 
thanks and gave them out to all 
who were sitting ready; he then 
did the same with the fish, 
giving out as much as was 
wanted. When they had eaten 
enough he said to the disciples, 
‘Pick up the pieces left over, so 
that nothing gets wasted.’ So 
they picked them up, and filled 
twelve hampers with scraps left 
over from the meal of five barley 
loaves. The people, seeing this 
sign that he had given, said, 
‘This really is the prophet who is 
to come into the world.’ Jesus, 
who could see they were about 
to come and take him by force 
and make him king, escaped 
back to the hills by himself.   
 
Intercessions 
That this day will help us to 
appreciate the mission of the 
elderly, who, as Pope Francis 
has said, “are needed in order to 
help build, in fraternity and 
social friendship, the world of 
tomorrow.” Lord, in your mercy… 
Hear our prayer. 

That grandparents and the 
elderly will treasure their 
vocation which Pope Francis 
says is “to preserve our roots, to 
pass on the faith to the young, 
and to care for the little ones” so 
that all can learn from their 
wisdom. Lord, in your mercy… 

That the children preparing for 
their First Holy Communion 
may experience God’s love for 
them in the gift of Jesus in the 
Sacrament. Lord, in your mercy… 

That all working with heavy 
machinery and in the mills 
during this harvest season in our 
district be kept until season’s 
end. Lord, in your mercy… 

That the generations in our 
families will learn from each 
other, with the wisdom of 
elders, the dreams of the young, 
the commitment of parents, 
and the generosity of single 
adults, interacting to create 
respect, compassion and peace. 
Lord, in your mercy… 

That those suffering from the 
floods in Europe, the riots in 
South Africa, the escalation of 
the virus, the crisis in 
Afghanistan, and the 
catastrophic hunger in Ethiopia, 
will ease to open the way to 
hope and peace. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

That the elderly who have died 
during the pandemic, often 
alone and without their families 
present, will come to the 
heavenly home of the Father. 
That our own deceased 
grandparents may be 
welcomed to the table of God’s 
children in heaven. We 
remember also… Lord, in your 
mercy… 

Let us pray for  
St Joseph’s intercession 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. To you God entrusted his 
only Son; in you Mary placed her 
trust; with you Christ became 
man.  Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father and 
guide us in the path of life. 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

The prophet Elisha was able to 
feed a crowd of a hundred 
people with only twenty barley 
loaves and some fresh grain. 
Why do you think God 
empowered Elisha to perform 
this feeding miracle?            

SECOND READING 

Paul taught the Ephesians that 
as believers we are called to 
live by the moral imperatives of 
humility, gentleness, patience, 
love, and peace. Which of these 
virtues do you think you do 
well?       

GOSPEL READING 

The people mistakenly thought 
of Jesus as “the Prophet who is 
to come into world” after the 
multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes. What are some times 
when you have seen others 
misuse or misrepresent Jesus?         

SCHEDULE (27 - 31 JULY): 
Tue, Wed, Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 
courage, and defend us from 
every evil. Amen. 
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St Patrick’s Women’s Group 

The next meeting is on Saturday, 31 July at Mercy 
Hall at 9am.  All women in the parish are 
welcome to attend. 

Knights of the Southern Cross 
The Annual Dinner will be Saturday 14th August 
at the Royal Hotel at $50.00 pp.  There will be an 
international guest speaker for the night. So 
please book early. 
If any parishioner/s would like to join us please 
ring John 0407 635 175. We expect bookings to be 
demanding so please book early. 

Ingham Parish Council Meeting 
The next meeting for St Patrick’s Parish Council 
will be held on Tuesday 27 July @ 7.30pm. 

Gilroy Santa Maria  
 Debutante Ball Committee 
At a special meeting of the GSM Parents and 
Friends on Wednesday evening, a small 
committee was formed to assume responsibility 
for the organization of the Catholic Debutante 
Ball. The Ball will continue to be open to all 
interested grade 11 students from any school in 
the district. The parish is very grateful to those 
who have stepped forward.  

We are very grateful to those parishioners who 
have so generously contributed their time and 
talent to organizing the past decade’s worth of 
Debutante Balls. Your efforts have been greatly 
appreciated and have been recognized by all. 

Plenary Council Prayer Campaign 
‘Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
gave them out to all who were sitting ready’ 
      John 6:1-15 

Grace moves God’s people to ask questions 
grounded in the call we received at Baptism: how 
do we better nourish, accompany, give witness, 
support, invite, welcome, engage and be present 
to others, such that we all grow in holiness? 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 
Pope Francis has proclaimed the World Day for 
Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated 
on the fourth Sunday in July each year – July 25 
this year. It is marked near the feast of Sts 

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 
P Doherty P & A Costanzo D Carey 

Counters Next Week 
R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti O Marino 

Altar Servers 31 July/1 August 
Sat 6pm: Justin Roveglia Damian Roveglia 

Sun 8.30am: Ruby MacPherson 

Sun 7pm: Trista Kopeshke Chloe Kopeshke 
Children’s Liturgy 31 July  

Chloe Beauchamp Melissa Pavin Shayne Irish 
Readers 31 July/1 August 

Halifax: Elizabeth Castorina 
Canossa: Trevor & Mirella Pallanza  

Sat 6pm: Michael Pisano 
Sun 8.30am: Volunteer Please 

Sun 7pm: Steve Vigh 

Special Ministers 31 July/1 August 
Sat 6pm: Julie Nowak  

Sun 8.30am: Tony Giliberto 

 

Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. 
Parishes, schools, aged care facilities and other 
ministries are encouraged to find creative ways 
to celebrate the contribution of older people to 
their families and communities. Access resources 
at www.catholic.org.au/grandparents 

Get vaccinated for the common good 
Vaccination against COVID-19 is a morally good 
thing, providing protection for the person 
vaccinated and the wider community. Some 
COVID-19 vaccines are associated with ethically 
questionable production and research practices, 
but Pope Francis and the Australian Bishops 
have advised that it is morally permissible to 
receive any vaccine made available.  
More information is available at 
www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 

PARISH 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one 
off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS  
FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY 

FOR GRANDPARENTS  
AND THE ELDERLY  

Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers, 

Dear Elderly Friends, 

“I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this is the promise 
the Lord made to his disciples before he ascended 
into heaven. They are the words that he repeats to 
you today, dear grandfathers and grandmothers, 
dear elderly friends.  “I am with you always” are also 
the words that I, as Bishop of Rome and an elderly 
person like yourselves, would like to address to you 
on this first World Day of Grandparents and the 
Elderly. The whole Church is close to you – to us – 
and cares about you, loves you and does not want 
to leave you alone! 

I am well aware that this Message comes to you at a 
difficult time: the pandemic swept down on us like 
an unexpected and furious storm; it has been a 
time of trial for everyone, but especially for us 
elderly persons. Many of us fell ill, others died or 
experienced the death of spouses or loved ones, 
while others found themselves isolated and alone 
for long periods. 

The Lord is aware of all that we have been through 
in this time. He is close to those who felt isolated 
and alone, feelings that became more acute during 
the pandemic. Tradition has it that Saint Joachim, 
the grandfather of Jesus, felt estranged from those 
around him because he had no children; his life, like 
that of his wife Anne, was considered useless. So 
the Lord sent an angel to console him. While he 
mused sadly outside the city gates, a messenger 
from the Lord appeared to him and said, “Joachim, 
Joachim! The Lord has heard your insistent 
prayer”.  Giotto, in one of his celebrated 
frescoes,  seems to set the scene at night, one of 
those many sleepless nights, filled with memories, 
worries and longings to which many of us have 
come to be accustomed. 

Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of 
pandemic, the Lord continues to send angels to 
console our loneliness and to remind us: “I am with 
you always”. He says this to you, and he says it to 
me. That is the meaning of this Day, which I wanted 
to celebrate for the first time in this particular year, 
as a long period of isolation ends and social life 
slowly resumes. May every grandfather, every 
grandmother, every older person, especially those 
among us who are most alone, receive the visit of 
an angel! 

At times those angels will have the face of our 
grandchildren, at others, the face of family 
members, lifelong friends or those we have come to 
know during these trying times, when we have 
learned how important hugs and visits are for each 

of us. How sad it makes me that in some places 
these are still not possible! 

The Lord, however, also sends us messengers 
through his words, which are always at hand. Let us 
try to read a page of the Gospel every day, to pray 
with the psalms, to read the prophets! We will be 
comforted by the Lord's faithfulness.  The Scriptures 
will also help us to understand what the Lord is 
asking of our lives today. For at every hour of the 
day (cf. Mt 20:1-16) and in every season of life, he 
continues to send labourers into his vineyard. I was 
called to become the Bishop of Rome when I had 
reached, so to speak, retirement age and thought I 
would not be doing anything new. The Lord is 
always – always – close to us. He is close to us with 
new possibilities, new ideas, new consolations, but 
always close to us. You know that the Lord is 
eternal; he never, ever goes into retirement. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you” (28:19-20). 
These words are also addressed to us today. They 
help us better understand that our vocation is to 
preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young, 
and to care for the little ones. Think about it: what is 
our vocation today, at our age? To preserve our 
roots, to pass on the faith to the young and to care 
for the little ones. Never forget this. 

It makes no difference how old you are, whether 
you still work or not, whether you are alone or have 
a family, whether you became a grandmother or 
grandfather at a young age or later, whether you 
are still independent or need assistance. Because 
there is no retirement age from the work of 
proclaiming the Gospel and handing down 
traditions to your grandchildren. You just need to 
set out and undertake something new. 
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At this crucial moment in history, you have a 
renewed vocation. You may wonder: How this can 
be possible? My energy is running out and I don’t 
think I can do much. How can I begin to act 
differently when habit is so much a part of my life? 
How can I devote myself to those who are poor 
when I am already so concerned about my family? 
How can I broaden my vision when I can’t even 
leave the residence where I live? Isn’t my solitude 
already a sufficiently heavy burden? How many of 
you are asking just that question: isn’t my solitude 
already a sufficiently heavy burden? Jesus himself 
heard a similar question from Nicodemus, who 
asked, “How can a man be born when he is 
old?” (Jn 3:4). It can happen, the Lord replies, if we 
open our hearts to the working of the Holy Spirit, 
who blows where he wills. The Holy Spirit whose 
freedom is such that goes wherever, and does 
whatever, he wills. 

As I have often observed, we will not emerge from 
the present crisis as we were before, but either 
better or worse. And “God willing… this may prove 
not to be just another tragedy of history from which 
we learned nothing… If only we might keep in mind 
all those elderly persons who died for lack of 
respirators... If only this immense sorrow may not 
prove useless, but enable us to take a step forward 
towards a new style of life. If only we might discover 
once for all that we need one another, and that in 
this way our human frailty can experience a 
rebirth” (Fratelli Tutti, 35). No one is saved alone. We 
are all indebted to one another. We are all brothers 
and sisters. 

Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in 
order to help build, in fraternity and social 
friendship, the world of tomorrow: the world in 
which we, together with our children and 
grandchildren, will live once the storm has 
subsided. All of us must “take an active part in 
renewing and supporting our troubled 
societies” (ibid., 77). Among the pillars that support 
this new edifice, there are three that you, better 
than anyone else, can help to set up.  Those three 
pillars are dreams, memory and prayer. The Lord’s 
closeness will grant to all, even the frailest among 
us, the strength needed to embark on a new 
journey along the path of dreams, memory and 
prayer. 

The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men 
shall dream dreams, and your young men will have 
visions” (3:1). The future of the world depends on 
this covenant between young and old. Who, if not 
the young, can take the dreams of the elderly and 
make them come true? Yet for this to happen, it is 
necessary that we continue to dream. Our dreams 
of justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it 
possible for our young people to have new visions; 
in this way, together, we can build the future. You 
need to show that it is possible to emerge renewed 
from an experience of hardship. I am sure that you 
have had more than one such experience: in your 

life you have faced any number of troubles and yet 
were able to pull through. Use those experiences to 
learn how to pull through now. 

Dreams are thus intertwined with memory. I think 
of the painful memory of war, and its importance 
for helping the young to learn the value of peace. 
Those among you who experienced the suffering of 
war must pass on this message.  Keeping memory 
alive is a true mission for every elderly person: 
keeping memory alive and sharing it with others. 
Edith Bruck, who survived the horror of the Shoah, 
has said that “even illuminating a single conscience 
is worth the effort and pain of keeping alive the 
memory of what has been.” She went on to say: “For 
me, memory is life.”  I also think of my own 
grandparents, and those among you who had to 
emigrate and know how hard it is to leave 
everything behind, as so many people continue to 
do today, in hope of a future. Some of those people 
may even now be at our side, caring for us. These 
kinds of memory can help to build a more humane 
and welcoming world. Without memory, however, 
we will never be able to build; without a 
foundation, we can never build a house. Never. And 
the foundation of life is memory. 

Finally, prayer. As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, 
himself a saintly elderly person who continues to 
pray and work for the Church, once said: “the prayer 
of the elderly can protect the world, helping it 
perhaps more effectively than the frenetic activity 
of many others.”  He spoke those words in 2012, 
towards the end of his pontificate. There is 
something beautiful here. Your prayer is a very 
precious resource: a deep breath that the Church 
and the world urgently need (cf. Evangelii 
Gaudium, 262). Especially in these difficult times for 
our human family, as we continue to sail in the 
same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic, 
your intercession for the world and for the Church 
has great value: it inspires in everyone the serene 
trust that we will soon come to shore. 

Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly 
friends, in concluding this Message to you, I would 
also like to mention the example of Blessed (and 
soon Saint) Charles de Foucauld. He lived as a 
hermit in Algeria and there testified to “his desire to 
feel himself a brother to all” (Fratelli Tutti, 287). The 
story of his life shows how it is possible, even in the 
solitude of one’ s own desert, to intercede for the 
poor of the whole world and to become, in truth, a 
universal brother or sister. 

I ask the Lord that, also through his example, all of 
us may open our hearts in sensitivity to the 
sufferings of the poor and intercede for their needs. 
May each of us learn to repeat to all, and especially 
to the young, the words of consolation we have 
heard spoken to us today: “I am with you always”! 
Keep moving forward! May the Lord grant you his 
blessing. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2021,  
Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 



The Pastor’s Pen 

Thank you to the thirty or so 
people who attended the Parish 
Assembly last Sunday. The quality 
of the conversation was wonderful 
and challenging. This information 
will all be taken to our Parish 
Council meeting on Tuesday 
evening so as to complete a report 
for the Bishop. Thanks also, and 
especially, to the women’s group 
which provided such wonderful 
biscuits for morning tea.  It’s been 
great having a small collection 
available for morning tea 
throughout the week. 

The year 10 retreat was a great 
experience.  I was a bit sick of the 
sound of my own voice after 
running the same session four 
times (and three of those on the 
Thursday). This increases my 
sympathy for those who have to 
listen to me on a Sunday :) 
I remember very clearly when we 
took these same students on 
retreat in grade 8 (two years ago). 
One of the benefits of my 
participation in the retreat 
program at Gilroy Santa Maria is 
journeying with the students 
across the years of high school.  

First Communion lessons begin 
this week. We will celebrate First 
Communions at Halifax and 
Canossa on the weekend of 28/29 
August and in Ingham on the 
weekend of 4/5 September. Please 
pray for our children and their 
families during this time of 
preparation. 

Numerous people have 
commented on how quickly the 
work is being completed on the St 
Patrick’s Entryway. They are 
certainly doing a sterling job. As I 
write this, the painters are on the 
brushes. Electricals should be 
next. I don’t want to jinx things, 
but there’s no way it won’t all be 
ready before 4 September. 

Until 10 August, there is only 
small, quiet work being done on 
the entryway. This means that we 
can return to having Requiem 
Funerals when requested. 

We are still organising quotes for 
the carpet and even 
reupholstering the presider’s chair 
and altar servers’ stools. I must 
admit to getting a bit of a 
headache when mentally juggling 
the various opinions about what 
design or pattern is better for any 
given item. 

This weekend is the first ever 
World Day for Grandparents and 
the Elderly. I have included Pope 
Francis’ message for this day on 
pages 6 & 7. Our prayers of the 
faithful are particularly keyed to 
this day and we will offer 
grandparents and seniors a 
special blessing at the end of Mass 
(which could be almost 
everyone!). This is a time for all of 
us to give thanks for the graces 
and blessings received from God 
through our grandparents who 
were very often the ones who 
taught us the 
value of faith 
and prayer. 

 “If you had everything, where would you put it all? There is wisdom in living simply and simply living, if both 
are done for the sake of God.” - Author unknown  
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REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For:  Doreen Coppo 
(died this week), Vennero 
Altadonna, Salvatore Marino, 
Ferruccio Vettoretto, Ettore 
Firmi, Mattia Cavallaro (annivs at 
this time), Lena Girgenti, Patrick 
Leonardi, Linda Barra, Mary 
Contarino, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, James & Agnes 
Wallace, Rusty & Vicky Chinotti, 
Alfio Di Giacomo, Sandy 
Sorbello, Deceased members 
Barbi & Nosengo family, Adrian 
Nosengo, Rosa Tento, Steve 
Rinaudo, Will Murdoch, Ronnie 
Davies, Walter Fabbro, Baldo 
Fanti, Lino Donadel, Tarsilia & 
Angelo Cervellin, Diane Pavetto, 
Nando & Josie Pavetto, Lucia 
Muniz 

Please keep in your prayers:  

John Pearson  
May the Lord’s healing hand  

rest upon him 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  

May their souls and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 

through the mercy of 
God, 

 rest in peace.   
Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (24/25 JULY TO 31 JULY/1 AUGUST): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 5.30pm (Adoration 4.30pm & Benediction 5.15pm)  
Tue to Thu 5.30pm, Fri 6.30am  

Next Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 


