
GOD’S WORD 
Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10  
The sanctuary of God in heaven 
opened, and the ark of the 
covenant could be seen inside it. 
Now a great sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman, adorned with 
the sun, standing on the moon, 
and with the twelve stars on her 
head for a crown. She was 
pregnant, and in labour, crying 
aloud in the pangs of childbirth. 
Then a second sign appeared in 
the sky, a huge red dragon which 
had seven heads and ten horns, 
and each of the seven heads 
crowned with a coronet. Its tail 
dragged a third of the stars from 
the sky and dropped them to the 
earth, and the dragon stopped in 
front of the woman as she was 
having the child, so that he could 
eat it as soon as it was born from 
its mother. The woman brought a 
male child into the world, the son 
who was to rule all the nations 
with an iron sceptre, and the 
child was taken straight up to 
God and to his throne, while the 
woman escaped into the desert, 
where God had made a place of 
safety ready. Then I heard a voice 
shout from heaven, ‘Victory and 
power and empire for ever have 
been won by our God, and all 
authority for his Christ.’ 
 

Psalm 
R. The queen stands at your right 

hand, arrayed in gold. 
The daughters of kings are among 

your loved ones. On your right 
stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my 
words: forget your own people 
and your father’s house.      R. 
So will the king desire your 
beauty: He is your lord, pay 
homage to him. They are escorted 
amid gladness and joy; they pass 
within the palace of the king.      R.   
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26        
Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the first-fruits of all who 
have fallen asleep. Death came 
through one man and in the same 
way the resurrection of the dead 
has come through one man. Just 
as all men die in Adam, so all men 
will be brought to life in Christ; 
but all of them in their proper 
order; Christ as the first-fruits and 
then, after the coming of Christ, 
those who belong to him. After 
that will come the end, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father, having done away 
with every sovereignty, authority 
and power. For he must be king 
until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet and the last of the 
enemies to be destroyed is death, 
for everything is to be put under 
his feet. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Mary is taken up 
to heaven, and the angels of God 
shout for joy. Alleluia!  
 
Luke 1:39-56      
Mary set out and went as quickly 
as she could to a town in the hill 
country of Judah. She went 
into Zechariah’s house and 
greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon 
as Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leapt in her 
womb and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. She gave a 
loud cry and said, ‘Of all women 
you are the most blessed, and 
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blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
Why should I be honoured with a 
visit from the mother of my Lord? 
For the moment your greeting 
reached my ears, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is 
she who believed that the 
promise made her by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.’ 
And Mary said: 
‘My soul proclaims the greatness 
of the Lord and my spirit exults in 
God my saviour; because he has 
looked upon his lowly handmaid. 
Yes, from this day forward all 
generations will call me blessed, 
for the Almighty has done great 
things for me. Holy is his name, 
and his mercy reaches from age 
to age for those who fear him. He 
has shown the power of his arm,  
he has routed the proud of heart. 
He has pulled down princes from 
their thrones and exalted the 
lowly. The hungry he has filled 
with good things, the rich sent 
empty away. He has come to the 
help of Israel his servant, mindful 
of his mercy – according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors 
– of his mercy to Abraham and to 
his descendants for ever.’ 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about 
three months and then went 
back home. 
 
Intercessions 
Mary in her Assumption in the 
beginning and image of the 
Church coming to perfection. May 
the Church in Australia, preparing 
for the Plenary Council, read well 
the signs of the times, be fired 
with enthusiasm, and dare to truly 
listen to the Holy Spirit. Lord, in 
your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

Mary is honoured as the Mother of 
God. May her motherhood 
embrace the Church and all 

humanity, with tenderness, 
courage and fraternity. Lord, in 
your mercy…  

Mary is the mother of Jesus and 
wife of Joseph. May families find 
in their love for each other 
inspiration, patience and wisdom 
and may the children preparing 
for their First Holy Communion 
experience God’s love for them in 
the gift of Mary’s son, Jesus, in the 
Sacrament. Lord, in your mercy… 

Mary is the Help of Christians. May 
Christians who endure 
persecution, denial of religious 
freedom and ridicule for their 
faith, stand firm with Jesus, cling 
to him, and know that nothing 
comes between them and his 
love. Lord, in your mercy... 

Mary is the Health of the Sick. May 
there be healing for the sick, 
comfort for the dying, peace of 
mind for those in distress because 
of the pandemic and relief for 
those in financial crisis. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

Mary is the Mother of Mercy. May 
those burdened with sin, weighed 
down by guilt and feeling the 
frustration of failure in life, not 
despair, but find in the infinite 
mercy of her Son, forgiveness, 
reconciliation and peace. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

Mary is the woman radiant in 
God’s glory. May she welcome her 
departed children into the joy of 
the Father’s heavenly home where 
there is no more pain, tears or 
sorrow. We remember also… Lord, 
in your mercy… 
 

Let us pray for  
St Joseph’s intercession 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT – FEAST 
OF THE ASSUMPTION  

Since the 5th Century there has 
been an active tradition and 
belief around the assumption of 
Mary. The tradition states that 
Mary was physically ‘taken up’ 
into heaven at the end of her life. 
It is believed that her soul and 
her body remained united. This 
ancient belief was defined as an 
infallible teaching of the Church 
by Pope Pius XII in 1950. It is one 
of only two infallible statements 
that have been defined as such 
and both related to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The feast is 
celebrated on August 15 and is a 
Holy Day of Obligation.       

SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT – NEW 
LIFE     

The restoration of life to those 
who are shamed and oppressed 
that is exemplified in Elizabeth is 
a compelling theme of the 
gospel of Luke. Time and again, 
those who are ground down by a 
lack of life are given new hope 
and new life by the extravagant 
love of God. And throughout 
Luke, the recipients of this new 
life are women. The widow of 
Nain (7:11-15); the sinful woman 
who washed Jesus’ feet (7:36-50); 
the woman with a haemorrhage 
(8:43-48); Jairus’ daughter (8:40-
56); and the crippled woman 
(13:10-17) are all examples of this 
outpouring of new life.  

SCHEDULE (17 - 21 AUGUST): 
Tue: No Mass 
Wed & Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. To you God entrusted his 
only Son; in you Mary placed her 
trust; with you Christ became 
man.  Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father and guide 
us in the path of life. Obtain for 
us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil. 
Amen. 
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Safeguarding 
The Diocese of Townsville holds that children, young 
people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God 
with a fundamental right to dignity of life, respect 
and security from physical and emotional harm. 
They are to be treasured nurtured and safeguarded 
by all. Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Craig Brereton 
Phone. 4726 3264 Mobile 0439 533 172  
Email cbrereton@tsv.catholic.org.au  

National Day of Prayer for Pandemic  
Parishes and other Catholic communities are being 
encouraged to participate in a National Day of 
Prayer in this time of pandemic on Sunday, August 
22. It is an initiative of a broad range of Christian 
communities, including the National Council of 
Churches Australia. The theme is “Lord have mercy” 
and it calls people to be especially united in prayer, 
both individually and, where possible, in our 
liturgies. Find out more at: http://
www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/   

Mass at St Peter’s, Halifax 
On Saturday 28 August there will be Mass at St 
Peter’s Church at 6.00pm celebrating First Holy 
Communion.  Please note, there will be no Mass at 
St Peter’s on Sunday 29 August. 

Formed—Catholic TV, Audio, and Ebooks 
The parish has subscribed to FORMED, an online 
portal to great Catholic content for adults and kids. 
To sign up Visit signup.formed.org, enter “ingham” in 
the parish search box, select our parishes, enter your 
name and email on the following page. Then, visit 
watch,formed.org for over 4000 programs and 
resources.  

Apps are available for iPhones and Android devices. 
Each week, we will highlight one pick on page 7 of 
this newsletter and three suggestions on Facebook. 

St Patrick’s Women’s Group Spring Afternoon 
Tea  

Date: Sunday, 12th September at 2pm  
Theme: Australiana 
Fashions in the Hall with prizes for Best Fascinator/
Hat, Best Dressed and Best Australiana Theme 
Door Raffle & Cent Sale  

Tickets $15.00 per person available from parish 
office from Tuesday, 18th August. 

Due to COVID tracing, we will require the name, 
address and phone number of each person when 
tickets are purchased and seats will be allocated. 

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 

M Duffy J Busuttin D Benedetto T Pallanza 

Counters Next Week 

J Devietti L Sullivan J Devietti 

Altar Servers 21/22 August 

Sat 6pm: Rhys Fichera Elina Daijo 

Sun 8.30am: Ruby MacPherson  

Sun 7pm: Trista Kopeshke Chloe Kopeshke 

Children’s Liturgy 21 August  

Julie Nowak Josephine Di Bartolo Nadine Jorgensen 

Readers 21/22 August 

Halifax: Joe Rupp 

Canossa: Paul Spina  

Sat 6pm: Peter Reitano 

Sun 8.30am: Madeleine D’Urso 

Sun 7pm: Rosalind Guazzo 

Special Ministers 21/22 August 

Sat 6pm: Jenny Olivero  

Sun 8.30am: Madeleine D’Urso 

PARISH 

Parishioners are kindly asked to support our 
upcoming Spring Afternoon Tea by donating prizes 
to be used in our Cent Sale & Door Raffle. 

All donations need to be into the parish office by 
Friday, 3rd September.   

Next Women’s Group meeting: Saturday, 4th 
September at 9am in Mercy Hall.  All welcome. 



15 AUGUST 2021 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one 
off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 
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Lighter Side  - Bulletin Bloopers 

 For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.    
 Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get.   

 Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship 
that began in their school days. 

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow. 
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GETTING MORE  
OUT OF MASS 

LIGHT FROM THE EAST   
From the earliest times, Christians at prayer have 
turned towards the East. Christ is the Dayspring, 
the rising sun who dawns upon us from high “to 
give light to those in darkness and in the shadow 
of death” (Luke 1:9). The eastward orientation of 
churches and altars is a way of expressing the 
great cry of every Eucharist: “Let our hearts be 
lifted high. We hold them towards the Lord.” 
When, in the celebration of the liturgy, the priest 
faces east, he is “guiding the people in 
pilgrimage towards the Kingdom” and with 
them, keeping watch for the return of the Lord. 
“This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). The Eastern 
churches follow to this day the apostolic 
tradition of celebrating the Eucharist towards 
the East in anticipation of the return of the Lord 
in glory. A powerful witness is given in the prayer 
of a priest and people who stand together facing 
eastward and giving voice to the same hope. 
“The Spirit and the Bride say, „Come.‟ And let 
him who hears say, ‘Come’” (Revelation 22:17).   

I WILL GO TO THE ALTAR OF GOD   
The altar, a sign of Christ himself, occupies the 
holiest place in the church. Here is the true high 
place where the sacrifice of Christ is continually 
offered in mystery; here perfect praise is given to 
you; here our redemption is set forth. Here is 
made ready the table of the Lord where your 
children are refreshed by the Body of Christ and 
gathered into the Church one and holy. Here 
your faithful drink deeply of the Spirit from the 
streams of water flowing from Christ the spiritual 
rock; through Him they themselves become a 
holy oblation, a living altar (Preface of the Mass 
for the Dedication of an Altar).. Gestures of 
reverence express this significance of the altar 
and impress it upon us; the profound bow, the 
kiss, and incensation. The altar is, in the deepest 
sense, the heart of the Church. The Christian life 
is articulated around the altar in three 
movements: to the altar, the movement of the 
world into the Kingdom; at the altar, the 
communion of heaven and earth; and from the 
altar, the movement of the Kingdom into the 
world. “I will come to the altar of God, the God of 
my joy” (Ps 42:4).  



The Pastor’s Pen 

I am writing this well before I jet 
off for ten days of annual leave. 
Next week, Fr V will take over the 
column and share his perspective 
on what is happening within our 
parishes. Big thanks to Fr V for 
looking after everything while I am 
away (with the help of our 
incredible staff). 

While I am away, the concrete is 
being poured for the covered 
entryway. All that should remain is 
the roof connecting the entryway 
to Lourdes, which should be 
installed in the next week, and a 
few minor jobs. I have signed off 
on a quote for signage, which 
includes a new cross, but I am 
unsure how long this will take to 
turn around. 

Hopefully, I will be able to sign off 
on new carpet very soon. I am 
waiting to lay my eyes on the 
samples which have been 
organised and then will need 
finance council approval for the 
project, given its cost. The quote is 
considerable lower than my 
guesstimates, which is good. 

A number of people have been 
thanking me for organising the 
covered entryway. I feel bad that it 
has taken nine years to get to this 
point!  It was August 2012 when I 
received the first drawings (and 
paid for them). As I have noted to 
a number of our parishioners, it is 
the faithful generosity of our 
Ingham parishioners which has 
enabled us to undertake this 

construction project. Your 
commitment to supporting your 
parish has enabled us to build this 
addition to our church without 
incurring any debt. You have 
made this happen. 

I used the new Formed App while 
returning from Townsville last 
week and listened to the first of 
their series called The Search. It 
was excellent. I am still pondering 
its reflection on the inbuilt human 
desire for happiness. I am looking 
forward to listening to more on 
my travels. More details on 
Formed can be found in the 
notices on page 3. 

Could I just draw people’s 
attention to the use of the church 
toilets during the week. If you are 
attending weekday Mass, or 
another church event, and need 
to use the toilets at the same time 
that Outside School Hours Care is 
using the hall, please talk to one 
of the educators so that they can 
ensure no children are using the 
toilets at the 
same time. 

 “The time is always right to do what is right.” 
Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For:  Val Wall, Seb 
Vecchio, Rolando C Gervacio 
(Philippines) (died recently), 
Oreste Chinotti, Fr Mark Nugent, 
Angela Pedersoli, Ernesto 
Marbelli, Katie Spina (annivs at 
this time), Alfred Quadrio, Nalda 
Russo, Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, 
Santo & Giuseppina Contarino, 
James & Anges Wallace, Nancy 
Guarrera, John Biasi, Ron Hall, 
Patrick Leonardi, Rusty & Vicky 
Chinotti, Bernardo & Carmilla 
Tognini, Lina Girgenti, Sandy 
Sorbello, Mark Camillo, Rosa 
Tento, Matilde Fabbro, Baldo 
Fanti, Santo & Anna Giliberto, 
Frank Scuderi, Steve Rinaudo, 
Ellio Donadel & family, Enrica 
Marbelli, Biancolini Achili (Italy) 

Please keep in your prayers:  

John Pearson  
May the Lord’s healing hand  

rest upon him 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (14/15 AUGUST TO 21/22 AUGUST): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 5.30pm (Adoration 4.30pm & Benediction 5.15pm)  
Tue No Mass, Wed & Thu 5.30pm, Fri 6.30am  
St Peter’s Wed 8.45am: Abergowrie Thu 8.40am 

Next Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 


