
GOD’S WORD 
Baruch 5:1-9    
Jerusalem, take off your dress of 
sorrow and distress, put on the 
beauty of the glory of God for 
ever, wrap the cloak of the 
integrity of God around you, put 
the diadem of the glory of the 
Eternal on your head: since God 
means to show your splendour 
to every nation under heaven, 
since the name God gives you 
for ever will be, ‘Peace through 
integrity, and honour through 
devotedness’. Arise, Jerusalem, 
stand on the heights and turn 
your eyes to the east: see your 
sons reassembled from west 
and east at the command of the 
Holy One, jubilant that God has 
remembered them. Though 
they left you on foot, with 
enemies for an escort, now God 
brings them back to you like 
royal princes carried back in 
glory. For God has decreed the 
flattening of each high 
mountain, of the everlasting 
hills, the filling of the valleys to 
make the ground level so 
that Israel can walk in safety 
under the glory of God. And the 
forests and every fragrant tree 
will provide shade for Israel at 
the command of God; for God 
will guide Israel in joy by the 
light of his glory with his mercy 
and integrity for escort. 
 

Psalm 
R. The Lord has done great 

things for us; we are filled 
with joy.    

When the Lord delivered Zion 
from bondage, it seemed like a 
dream. Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter, on our lips 
there were songs.   R. 
The heathens themselves said: 
‘What marvels the Lord worked 
for them!’ What marvels the 
Lord worked for us! Indeed we 
were glad.     R. 
Deliver us, O Lord, from our 
bondage as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap.  R. 
They go out, they go out, full of 
tears, carrying seed for the 
sowing: they come back, they 
come back, full of song, carrying 
their sheaves.    R. 
 

Philippians 1:3-6. 8-11       
Every time I pray for all of you, I 
pray with joy, remembering 
how you have helped to spread 
the Good News from the day 
you first heard it right up to the 
present. I am quite certain that 
the One who began this good 
work in you will see that it is 
finished when the Day of Christ 
Jesus comes. God knows how 
much I miss you all, loving you 
as Christ Jesus loves you. My 
prayer is that your love for each 
other may increase more and 
more and never stop improving 
your knowledge and deepening 
your perception so that you can 
always recognise what is best. 
This will help you to become 
pure and blameless, and 
prepare you for the Day of 
Christ, when you will reach the 
perfect goodness which Jesus 
Christ produces in us for the 
glory and praise of God. 

Welcome to all visitors and new parishioners. Please make yourself known to us. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Response is from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 
International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy..  
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Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make straight 
his paths: all people shall see 
the salvation of God. Alleluia!  
 
Luke 3:1-6        
In the fifteenth year of Tiberius 
Caesar’s reign, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judaea, 
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the 
lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 
during the pontificate of Annas 
and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John son of Zechariah, 
in the wilderness. He went 
through the whole Jordan 
district proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the 
sayings of the prophet Isaiah: 
A voice cries in the wilderness; 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. Every 
valley will be filled in, every 
mountain and hill be laid low, 
winding ways will be 
straightened and rough roads 
made smooth. And all mankind 
shall see the salvation of God. 
 
Intercessions 
That those clothed in sorrow 
and distress will put on the 
beauty of God and be wrapped 
in God’s integrity. Lord, in your 
mercy… Hear our prayer. 

That our love for each other will 
increase, and with the gift of 
perception, we will recognise 
what is best, so that our lives 
will be pure and blameless. 
Lord, in your mercy…  

That as the Year of St Joseph 
draws to a close, we will know 
him to be the Protector of the 
Church, our support in 
difficulties, the patron of exiles, 
of the afflicted and of refugees. 
Lord, in your mercy… 

That families who are travelling 
during this school holiday 
period enjoy their time together 
and return home safely. Lord, in 
your mercy... 

That there will be a concerted 
effort to make the Covid 
Vaccine available to those 
nations, small and large, which 
are unable to afford the cost, or 
which lack the ability to 
distribute it effectively. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

That the sick and the 
handicapped may receive 
comfort and hope in Jesus who 
suffered for us all. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

That those who died in recent 
world tragedies, along with the 
many thousands who have died 
from Covid, will see the 
salvation of God. We remember 
also… Lord, in your mercy… 
 

For The Coming Of The Holy 
Spirit We Pray… 
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, 
that my thoughts 
may all be holy. 
Act in me O Holy Spirit, 
that my work, too, 
may be holy. 
Draw my heart O Holy Spirit, 
that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me O Holy Spirit, 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING  

Baruch offers the captive 
Israelites in Babylon a vision of 
hope in which their broken 
relationship with God will be 
fully restored. What aspects of 
your relationship with God are 
in need of restoration?               
SECOND READING     

Paul offers an opening prayer 
of joy for the believers in the 
city of Philippi. As the season of 
Advent continues, what brings 
joy to your life?         

GOSPEL READING 

With Luke placing the 
preaching and activities of 
John the Baptist in its historical 
and political context, he 
communicates the idea that 
God is acting in real, human 
history. What do you see as the 
power of this assertion?         

SCHEDULE (7 - 11 DECEMBER): 
Tue: No Mass 
Wed & Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 
that I always may be holy. 
Amen.   



PARISH 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Our Giving Tree 
Ingham Catholic Parishes 
together with Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre 
are collecting items for the 
HCSC Back to School Program 
to help local families in need 
at the start of the school year through the provision 
of essential school supplies. Boxes will be placed 
under the trees in each of our churches.  

27/28 November : HB pencils, colour pencils  

4/5 December: Textas, felt pens, highlighters 

11/12 December: Ink Pens (blue, red, black), Glue 
Sticks, USB sticks 

18/19 December: Rulers, erasers, pencil sharpeners, 
pencil cases 

25/26 December: Lunchbox, water bottles, ice bricks 

1/2 January: Ream/s of photocopy paper, box tissues 

Parish Office closure over the holidays and 
reopening dates 
The office will be closed from 3.00pm on 23  
December 2021.  The office will re-open with normal 
opening hours on 17 January 2022. 

Please note that newsletters will be pre-published 
from Christmas through to 16 January.  If you would 
like names for anniversary Masses included in 
newsletters for this period, these will need to be 
submitted to the parish office by midday Monday 20 
December 2021. 

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 

F Gangemi J Gollogly S Pennisi P Reitano 

Counters Next Week 

J Leonardi S Cosentino M & L Castles 

Altar Servers 11/12 December 

Sat 6pm: Rhys Fichera Hayden Fichera 

Sun 8.30am: Ruby MacPherson Keisha Winstone 

Sun 7pm: Nikolas Dillon Sofia Dillon 

Children’s Liturgy 11 December  

Bridgette Duffy Michelle Biasi 

Readers 11/12 December  

Halifax: Angie Scott 

Canossa: Beth Ingegneri  

Sat 6pm: Josephine Di Bartolo 

Sun 8.30am: Mariangela Bison 

Sun 7pm: Trista Kopeshke 

Special Ministers 11/12 December  

Sat 6pm: Annette Biasi 

Sun 8.30am: Margaret Pasquale 

PARISH 

Wanted for all Christmas Masses 
We will require readers, special ministers, altar serv-
ers, power point operators and collection bearers at 
our Christmas Vigil and Christmas Day Masses at St 
Patrick’s.  If you can assist us, please call the parish 
office or email us with what you can do and which 
Mass you will be attending.  Many thanks in  
anticipation. 



5 DECEMBER 2021 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 



2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one 
off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



5 DECEMBER 2021 

Lighter Side  - Home in Heaven  
A pastor and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter was at the pearly gates waiting for them. 
“Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi driver. The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to a 
mansion. It had everything you could imagine, from a bowling alley to an Olympic-sized swimming pool. 
“Wow, thank you,” said the taxi driver. Next, St. Peter led the pastor to a rugged old shack with a bunk bed 
and a little old television set. “Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said the pastor. “Shouldn’t I be the one 
who gets the mansion? After all, I was a pastor, went to church every day, and preached God’s word.” “Yes, 
that’s true,” said St. Peter. “But during your sermons, people slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone 
prayed.” 



2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GETTING MORE  
OUT OF MASS 

CONSECRATION 
“Take this, all of you, and eat of it, for this is my 
Body which will be given up for you. Take this, all 
of you, and drink from it, for this is the cup of my 
Blood of the new and eternal covenant; it will be 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this in memory of Me” (Eucharistic 
Prayer). 

At the heart of the Eucharistic Prayer, the priest 
says and does what Christ said and did at the 
Last Supper. The power of Christ’s words and 
actions, and the power of the Holy Spirit, make 
present the sacrifice of the Cross. The bread 

appears unchanged, but it is no longer bread: it is 
the Body of Christ. The wine appears unchanged, 
but it is no longer wine; it is the Blood of Christ. 

The priest shows the consecrated Host to the 
faithful, and after that the chalice containing the 
Blood of Christ. A bell may be rung; incense may 
be offered. The Church is, for a moment, full of 
adoring silence. Then, out of this silence, the 
priest raises his voice in a cry of Eucharistic 
amazement: “The mystery of faith.”  

REMEMBERING 
“Therefore, Lord, remembering the saving 
passion of your Son, his wondrous resurrection 
and ascension into heaven, and looking forward 
to his second coming, we offer you with 
thanksgiving this holy and living 
sacrifice” (Eucharistic Prayer III). The Church 
retraces the whole passage of Christ through 
suffering and death into the glory of the 
resurrection and ascension. She remembers too 
his promise to come again. In the mysteries of 
Christ she sees the unfolding of the Father’s plan, 
the “secret and hidden wisdom of God” (1 
Corinthians 2:7). Offering the sacrifice of Christ, 
she gives thanks. 

Having “passed through the heavens” (Hebrews 
4:14), the ascended Christ, presents himself to the 
Father in an act of everlasting remembrance and 
thanksgiving. As the Church remembers and 
gives thanks, she too, in hope, “reaches that inner 
sanctuary beyond the veil” (Hebrews 6:19). 

Each of the Eucharistic Prayers contains this 
prayer of remembrance and thanksgiving. The 
mysteries we recall — Christ’s passion, death, 
resurrection, and return in glory — are not, like 
other events, locked in an irretrievable past or 
inaccessible future. In the Mass they are all 
present to us, and to the Father. The “here and 
now” of the Mass is God’s eternity. 



The Pastor’s Pen 

The year is very quickly coming 
to a close. Could I please draw 
your attention to the office 
closure hours. We will close on 
Thursday 23 December and not 
reopen again until 17 January.  
All newsletters from Christmas 
through to 16 January are 
printed during the week leading 
up to Christmas Eve. That means 
that we must have all names for 
anniversary Masses in before that 
week. Please don’t leave it to the 
last minute. 

If you have a family member 
returning to the district over the 
Christmas break and they are 
thinking about having a child 
baptised, please ensure they 
contact the parish office sooner 
rather than later. 
There will be no Mass at 
Abergowrie on Boxing Day. 
There will be no Mass at Canossa 
or Abergowrie on 2 January. Fr V 
will be having another week of 
his annual leave. 
With the start of a new Church 
year, we begin a new parish 
prayer at each of our Masses. 
This year, we will be praying St 
Augustine’s poetic prayer to the 
Holy Spirit. There are prayer 
cards available in each Church 
so that you can pray this prayer 
during your own personal prayer 
times. 
As some of you have seen in 
person or on Facebook, we have 

installed a Tap Donate machine 
in the entry to St Patrick’s 
Church. This enables people to 
make credit/debit card 
donations to the parish at a 
fixed sum of $10. Please feel free 
to draw this machine to the 
attention of any visitors :)   
I have used these machines 
both in Brisbane Cathedral and 
in my mother’s home parish. In 
my own case, I usually donate 
$20 and it is easy to tap the 
machine twice if you would like 
to donate more. 

Congratulations to our grade 6 
students from St Peter’s and Our 
Lady of Lourdes who have 
completed their primary school 
education. It was a joy to 
celebrate in thanksgiving the 
end of this stage in your journey. 
Similar congratulations to our 
Kindy Kids who have finished 
the very first stage of formal 
education. Well done. 
While our State Primary Schools 
still have one week to go, we will 
begin praying this week for all 
travelling over the holiday 
period. May God watch over 
their every coming and every 
going. 
Fr Vinoj and I have our last 
Clergy gathering on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Please note 
that there is no Mass in the 
parish on Tuesday. There will be 
Mass for the 
Immaculate 
Conception on 
Wednesday. 

“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the presence of Christ.” 
David Jeremiah 

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For:  Teresa Testoni, 
Ron Wall (Redcliffe) (died last 
week), Nancy Guarrera, Gregorio 
Pedrini, Antonio Casagrande, 
Luiga Casagrande, Harry 
Kanakis, Johnny Accornero 
(annivs at this time), Millicent 
Barra, Gus Lino, Lorraine Lyon, 
Vittorio & Maria Cantoni, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Rusty & 
Vicky Chinotti, Matilde Fabbro, 
Frank Scuderi, Nalda Russo, 
John Cockburn, Rosa Tento, 
Baldo Fanti, Caterina Russo, 
Nina Costanzo, Steve Rinaudo, 
Graziano Fighera, Bruce Smith, 
Mario Di Prima, Giuseppe (Joe) 
Di Mauro, Peter Costanzo, Juven 
Accornero 

Please keep in your prayers:  

John Pearson  

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon him 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (4/5 DECEMBER TO 11/12 DECEMBER): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 5.30pm (Adoration 4.30pm & Benediction 5.15pm)  
  Tue No Mass, Wed & Thu 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am 
Next Weekend 
 Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 
 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 

Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 


