
GOD’S WORD 
Micah 5:1-4   
The Lord says this: 
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the 
least of the clans of Judah, out 
of you will be born for me the 
one who is to rule over Israel; his 
origin goes back to the distant 
past, to the days of old. The Lord 
is therefore going to abandon 
them till the time when she 
who is to give birth gives birth. 
Then the remnant of his 
brothers will come back to the 
sons of Israel. He will stand and 
feed his flock with the power of 
the Lord, with the majesty of the 
name of his God. They will live 
secure, for from then on he will 
extend his power to the ends of 
the land. He himself will be 
peace.  
 

Psalm 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let 

us see your face and we shall 
be saved.    

O Shepherd of Israel, hear us, 
shine forth from your cherubim 
throne. O Lord, rouse up your 
might, O Lord, come to our 
help.      R. 
God of hosts, turn again, we 
implore, look down from 
heaven and see. Visit this vine 
and protect it, the vine your 
right hand has planted.  R. 
May your hand be on the man 

you have chosen, the man you 
have given your strength. And 
we shall never forsake you 
again: give us life that we may 
call upon your name.   R. 
 

Hebrews 10:5-10         
This is what Christ said, on 
coming into the world: 
You who wanted no sacrifice or 
oblation, prepared a body for 
me. You took no pleasure in 
holocausts or sacrifices for sin; 
then I said, just as I was 
commanded in the scroll of the 
book, ‘God, here I am! I am 
coming to obey your will.’ 
Notice that he says first: You did 
not want what the Law lays 
down as the things to be 
offered, that is: the sacrifices, 
the oblations, the holocausts 
and the sacrifices for sin, and 
you took no pleasure in them; 
and then he says: Here I am! I 
am coming to obey your will. He 
is abolishing the first sort to 
replace it with the second. And 
this will was for us to be made 
holy by the offering of his body 
made once and for all by Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the 
servant of the Lord: may his will 
for me be done. Alleluia!  
 
Luke 1:39-45          
Mary set out and went as 
quickly as she could to a town 
in the hill country of Judah. She 
went into Zechariah’s house 
and greeted Elizabeth. Now as 
soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leapt in her 
womb and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. She gave a 
loud cry and said, ‘Of all women 
you are the most blessed, and 

Welcome to all visitors and new parishioners. Please make yourself known to us. 

The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Response is from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 
International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy..  
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blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the 
mother of my Lord? For the 
moment your greeting reached 
my ears, the child in my womb 
leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she 
who believed that the promise 
made her by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.’  
 
Intercessions 
May the people of our diocese 
who will gather to celebrate the 
approaching festival of 
Christmas pray with gratitude, 
and may those denied freedom 
of religion carry Christ in their 
hearts. Lord, in your mercy… 
Hear our prayer. 

May the charity of Mary and the 
faith of Elizabeth, shape how we 
celebrate this last week of 
Advent. Lord, in your mercy…  

May the people of the small 
rural and outback towns of 

Australia be proud of their 
communities and receive 
blessings as did the people of 
Bethlehem long ago. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

May families who are travelling 
during this school holiday 
period enjoy their time together 
and return home safely. Lord, in 
your mercy... 

May mothers carry the child in 
their womb with love, as did 
Mary and Elizabeth, and be 
supported by their husbands 
and partners. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

May every place experiencing 
conflict, violence and tension 
throughout the world be 
changed by the desire for peace 
through diplomacy. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

May the many who died 
through the tornedos in the 
United States, and the asylum 

seekers killed in the 
bus crash in Mexico, 
find eternal peace 
from the Good 
Shepherd. We 
remember also… Lord, 
in your mercy… 
 

For The Coming Of 
The Holy Spirit We 
Pray… 
Breathe in me O Holy 
Spirit, that my 
thoughts may all be 
holy. Act in me O Holy 
Spirit, that my work, 
too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart O Holy 

Download this newsletter from inghamcatholic.com 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING  

Micah prophesied a Messiah 
(“ruler”) would come through 
the line of David (“Bethlehem-
Ephrathah”) and bring peace 
and harmony. In what ways 
does the upcoming birth of 
Christ bring you comfort?               
SECOND READING     

As the season of Advent draws 
to a close, the author of 
Hebrews reminds us that as 
disciples of Christ, we must 
strive to do God’s will above all 
else. How do you stay focused 
on such an important task?         

GOSPEL READING 

Luke is the only Evangelist to 
record the story of Mary visiting 
Elizabeth and only a portion of 
their conversation was 
preserved. What else do you 
imagine they talked about?         

SCHEDULE (21 - 26 DECEMBER): 
Tue, Wed, Thu: 5.30pm (Rosary at 5.15pm) 
Fri: 6.00pm (Christmas Eve) 
Sun: 8.30am (Rosary at 8.15am) 
facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 

Spirit, that I love but what is 
holy. Strengthen me O Holy 
Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 
that I always may be holy. 
Amen.   
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4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Our Giving Tree 
Ingham Catholic Parishes 
together with Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre 
are collecting items for the 
HCSC Back to School Program 
to help local families in need at the start of the 
school year through the provision of essential school 
supplies. Boxes will be placed under the trees in 
each of our churches.  
27/28 November : HB pencils, colour pencils  

4/5 December: Textas, felt pens, highlighters 

11/12 December: Ink Pens (blue, red, black), Glue Sticks, 
USB sticks 

18/19 December: Rulers, erasers, pencil sharpeners, 
pencil cases 

25/26 December: Lunchbox, water bottles, ice 
bricks 
1/2 January: Ream/s of photocopy paper, box tissues 

Parish Office closure over the holidays and 
reopening dates 
The office will be closed from 3.00pm on 23  
December 2021.  The office will re-open with normal 
opening hours on 17 January 2022. 

Please note that no more names for anniversaries 

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 

R Doherty D Carey 

Counters Next Week 

R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti O Marino 

Altar Servers 25/26 December 

Sat 6pm: No Mass (Christmas Day) 

Sun 8.30am: Volunteer Please 

Sun 7pm: Chloe Kopeshke 

Children’s Liturgy  

Children’s Liturgy is in recess until February 2022 

Readers 25/26 December  

Halifax: Joan Devietti 

Canossa: Trevor & Mirella Pallanza  

Sat 6pm: No Mass (Christmas Day) 

Sun 8.30am: Connie Corradini 

Sun 7pm: Flavia Menegon 

Special Ministers 25/26 December  

Sat 6pm: No Mass (Christmas Day) 

Sun 8.30am: Madeleine D’Urso 

PARISH will be taken after Monday midday. 

Wanted for all Christmas Masses 
We need special ministers, altar servers and 
collection bearers at our Christmas Masses at St 
Patrick’s.  If you can assist us, please call the parish 
office or email us with what you can do.  Many 
thanks in anticipation. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
The final Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Benediction for 2021 will be on Monday 20 Dec 
before the 5.30pm Mass and will then be in recess 
until February 2022. 

The final Adoration in St Paul’s Chapel for 2021 will 
be on Tuesday 21 December and will then be in 
recess until February 2022. 

Abergowrie and Canossa Masses 
There will be no Mass at Abergowrie on Sunday 26 
December and no Mass at Abergowrie or Canossa on 
Sunday 2 January 2022. 

New Year’s Day Mass 
There will be Mass at St Patrick’s Church at 8.00am 
on Saturday 1st January 2022. 

Christmas 6.00pm Vigil Choir Practice 
Would you like to join our Christmas Choir, led by 
Monica Vitale and supported 
by her wonderful Herbert 
Valley Voices? There will be a 
practice this Monday evening 
at 7.00pm in St Patrick’s 
Church. All able voiced 
parishioners are welcome to 
participate. 

Beanies are optional! 



19 DECEMBER 2021 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 



4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one 
off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



19 DECEMBER 2021 

Lighter Side  - Bored Meeting  
After a long, dry sermon, the pastor announced that he wished to meet with the church board following the 
close of the service.  

The first man to arrive and greet the minister was a total stranger.  

“You misunderstood,” the priest said. “This is a meeting of board members.”  

“I know,” said the man, “but if there is anyone here more bored than I am, I’d like to meet him.” 



parishes are well governed thanks to your 
invaluable assistance.  
Thanks to our handymen Sam and Victor who are 
still always on call when we need a small job done 
and who even undertake larger jobs. Your 
willingness to give of your time and talents is not 
unappreciated. 

Thank you to Ingham Plaza Pharmacy, Forrest 
Beach Pharmacy and to the Paper Shop who make 
this newsletter available to over 50 parishioners 
every week. This is a wonderful service to our 
parishioners. 
A few local businesses/professionals offer us great 
assistance: local accountants who oversee our 
books or perform our annual audits; mechanics 
who look after the three parish cars; doctors and 
chemists who assist with our occasional medical 
needs; Ingham Dry Cleaning who help with our 
vestments. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Of course, there are many more businesses who 
help us either through the occasional discount 
(small or large) or through simply excellent and 
speedy service. We try to support as many local 
businesses as we can, to give back to the 
community which keeps our parishes going. I am 
mindful of the struggle of our local business houses 
and as always encourage people to shop local. 

Thank you to all those who are regular financial 
supporters of our parishes. You are the ones who 
truly keep the lights on and ensure someone is 
there to answer the phones. Please do not 
underestimate the value of your contributions. God 
does indeed magnify them through the work of our 
parishes for the good of our community. 

Thank you for another wonderful year in the 
harvest of the Lord. 

God bless. 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

the very merry band of volunteers who ensure that 
our Churches always look beautiful and always 
more so for special feasts and celebrations. Thanks 
to those who volunteer to keep the grounds of St 
Peter’s looking so good. 

Thank you to all those who ensure that our Masses, 
weekdays and Sundays, are celebrated with dignity. 
To those who launder our linens, prepare our 
rosters, set up for Mass, play music or sing, serve at 
altar, proclaim the Word, assist with the distribution 
of Holy Communion, take up the offering plate, or 
lead children’s liturgy, your contribution is very 
much appreciated. 

Many people still value our live streaming of Masses. 
The live streaming of funerals is a very special 
blessing for many people. Thanks to those who 
assist with this special ministry. 

Thanks to our state school catechists, those who 
assist with sacramental preparation and especially 
to Marcella for making it all run so smoothly. There 
are not many parishes who continue to touch the 
lives of so many young people with the good news 
of God’s love for them in Jesus. Your witness is very 
much appreciated. 
Thank you to our School Principals and our 
Assistant Principals and our Early Learning Centre 
Director for your support throughout the year and 
to all of our staff who have made our ELC and 
Catholic Schools such extraordinary success stories. 
Special thanks to Mary-Ellen Pattinson for your 
leadership at St Peter’s and to Peter Groundwater 
for your roles at Gilroy Santa Maria and Abergowrie 
Colleges. 

Thank you to the St Patrick’s Finance Council and 
Parish Council and the St Peter’s Parish Council for 
providing invaluable oversight of our parishes. Our 



The Pastor’s Pen 

As always, I will dedicate this, my 
last column for the year, to 
expressing thanks for the year 
that was… 

Thanks to Fr Vinoj for his faithful 
work around the parish and for 
his companionship throughout 
the year. Fr Vinoj’s enjoyment of 
of a BBQ, chips and vegies means 
that we have eaten many fewer 
curries this year than a year ago.  
Thanks to Marcella and Julie for 
their faithful ministry within the 
parish offices. Julie has been an 
absolute champion while 
Marcella was out of the office 
during one of the busier parts of 
the year. Thanks to Marcella for 
offering to start working from 
home as soon as she was able to, 
so as to lighten the in-office load. 
Our parishes are very blessed to 
have you both. 
Thank you to those ladies who 
are always willing to help out in 
the office when there are 
envelopes to be stuffed or 
something to be stapled. We are 
especially grateful that you came 
in to answer the phone during 
the past couple of months 
during Marcella’s unexpected 
leave. 

Thanks to Mary for taking up the 
role of Parish Finance and 
Compliance Officer. Thank you to 
Beth for leaving everything in 
such a good state (especially our 
Covid-safe compliance) and for 
training Mary well for her new 

role. 

Thanks to Sr Nina and to Santina 
for the special eye that you keep 
on the sick and the elderly 
within our parish communities. 
Sr Nina continues to work harder 
than people half her age and 
ensures that very few people 
miss out on a visit or Holy 
Communion. 
Thank you also to our hospital 
visitors, new and old, who 
started this important ministry 
again this year, to Steph for 
looking after the needs of the 
Palms residents, and to those 
who take communion to the sick 
and aged in their own homes. An 
enormous vote of gratitude to 
the Canossian Sisters Rita and 
Angela who continue to minister 
at Canossa even now that 
ownership has been handed 
over to OzCare. I know that the 
residents and their families 
deeply appreciate your pastoral 
presence. 

This year Mary Rosse retired as 
parish housekeeper after 16 
years, or so. Thank you for all you 
did. Thanks to Felicity for her 
months of work before being 
poached for a job in air-
conditioning, to Kylie Biasi for 
coming to the rescue while we 
searched for a replacement, and 
to Diane for taking up the 
mantle.  

Thanks to Sam and the Cugolas 
for the cleaning of St Patrick’s 
and St Peter’s Churches and to 

(Continued on page 7) 

“God goes to those who have time to hear him — and so on this cloudless night he went to simple 
shepherds.”  — Max Lucado 

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For:  Mano Serio 
(died this week), Tina Musmarra, 
Romano Viano (died last week), 
Santina Giuffrida, Mario 
Origliasso, Maria Origliasso, 
Andreà Barra (snr), Nina Dalton, 
Gino Falcomer, Marco Guazzo, 
Luigia Benvenuti, Giuti Tomba, 
Dante Giacobone, Pietro Navoni, 
Graham Roberts (annivs at this 
time), Renzo Di Bella, Serafina 
Sorbello, Vittorio & Maria 
Cantoni, Santo & Giuseppina 
Contarino, Enrico Motti, Rusty & 
Vicky Chinotti, John Cockburn, 
Nalda Russo, Antonio 
Spampinato, Rosa Tento, Baldo 
Fanti, Nina Costanzo, Graziano 
Fighera, Daniel Maynard, 
Caterina Russo, Peter Costanzo, 
Will Murdoch, Steve Rinaudo, 
Teresa & Giuseppe Marbelli 

Please keep in your prayers:  

John Pearson, John Mammino 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (18/19 DECEMBER TO 26 DECEMBER): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Abergowrie 10.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon 5.30pm (Adoration 4.30pm & Benediction 5.15pm)  
     Tue to Thu 5.30pm 
Next Weekend 
 Ingham: Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 
 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional  

         (no Reconciliation on Saturday 25 December 2021) 
Adoration  Tuesday 9am-noon in St Paul’s Chapel 

Welcome to new children of God:  
Diana Rosa Earl &  

Zephyr Bernard Mostachetti 
baptised this Sunday 


