
GODƀS WORD 
Isaiah 9:1-7    
The people that walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of 
deep shadow a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness 
greater, you have made their joy 
increase; they rejoice in your 
presence as men rejoice at 
harvest time, as men are happy 
when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing 
on him, the bar across his 
shoulders, the rod of his 
oppressor, these you break as on 
the day of Midian. For all the 
footgear of battle, every cloak 
rolled in blood, is burnt and 
consumed by Ƥre. For there is a 
child born for us, a son given to us 
and dominion is laid on his 
shoulders; and this is the name 
they give him: Wonder-
Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-
Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is 
his dominion in a peace that has 
no end, for the throne of David 
and for his royal power, which he 
establishes and makes secure in 
justice and integrity. From this 
time onwards and for ever, the 
jealous love of the Lord of hosts 
will do this.  
 

Psalm 
R. Today is born our Saviour, 
Christ the Lord.    

O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth.  
O sing to the Lord, bless his 

name.     R. 
Proclaim his help day by day, tell 
among the nations his glory and 
his wonders among all the 
peoples.     R. 
Let the heavens rejoice and earth 
be glad, let the sea and all within 
it thunder praise, let the land and 
all it bears rejoice, all the trees of 
the wood shout for joy at the 
presence of the Lord for he 
comes, he comes to rule the 
earth.     R. 
With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his 
truth.     R. 
 

Titus 2:11-14         
Godƀs grace has been revealed, 
and it has made salvation 
possible for the whole human 
race and taught us that what we 
have to do is to give up everything 
that does not lead to God, and all 
our worldly ambitions; we must 
be self-restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are 
waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the 
Appearing of the glory of our 
great God and saviour Christ 
Jesus. He sacriƤced himself for us 
in order to set us free from all 
wickedness and to purify a people 
so that it could be his very own 
and would have no ambition 
except to do good. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Good News and 
great joy to all the world: today is 
born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia!  
 

Luke 2:1-14           
Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
for a census of the whole world to 
be taken. This census Ž the Ƥrst Ž 
took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be 
registered. So Joseph set out from 
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the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee and 
travelled up to Judaea, to the 
town of David called Bethlehem, 
since he was of Davidƀs House and 
line, in order to be registered 
together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they 
were there the time came for her 
to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her Ƥrst-born. She 
wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for 
them at the inn. In the 
countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the Ƥelds 
and took it in turns to watch their 
ƥocks during the night. The angel 
of the Lord appeared to them and 
the glory of the Lord shone round 
them. They were terriƤed, but the 
angel said, ſDo not be afraid. 
Listen, I bring you news of great 
joy, a joy to be shared by the 
whole people. Today in the town 
of David a saviour has been born 
to you; he is Christ the Lord. And 
here is a sign for you: you will Ƥnd 
a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.ƀ 
And suddenly with the angel 
there was a great throng of the 
heavenly host, praising God and 
singing: ſGlory to God in the 
highest heaven and peace to men 
who enjoy his favour.ƀ 
 

Intercessions 
That Jesus, the Divine Child, will 
enable us to see the glory of God, 
and be a people who pray every 
day with trust and thanksgiving. 
Lord, in your mercyƈ Hear our 
prayer. 

That Jesus, the Son of Mary and 
protected by Joseph, will bless all 
of our families with peace, and 
care for those who struggle with 
sadness, unemployment, sickness, 
and Ƥghting. Lord, in your mercyƈ  

That Jesus, Ƥrst visited by poor 
shepherds, will be with the poor 
of our world, and help us to see 
his face in their faces, so that we 
serve them with kindness and 
respect. Lord, in your mercyƈ 

That Jesus, who reached out with 
healing, will look with 
compassion upon our world 
struggling with the Covid 19 
pandemic, and deliver us from 
present and future danger. Lord, 
in your mercy... 

That Jesus, our Prince of Peace, 
will restore peace to the nations 
of the world, religious freedom to 
those persecuted for their faith, 
and respect among all people. 
Lord, in your mercyƈ 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

That Jesus, the Son of God, will 
be close this day to our 
parishioners and other Christians 
who are unable to gather to 
celebrate Christmas in worship 
because of Covid restrictions. 
Lord, in your mercy.. 

That Jesus, our Saviour, will take 
into the embrace of his mercy 
our departed family members 
along with all of our parishioners 
who have died since last 
Christmas. Lord, in your mercyƈ 

For The Coming Of The Holy 
Spirit We Prayƈ 
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, 
that my thoughts may all be 
holy. Act in me O Holy Spirit, that 
my work, too, may be holy. Draw 
my heart O Holy Spirit, that I love 
but what is holy. Strengthen me 
O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is 
holy. Guard me, then, O Holy 
Spirit, that I always may be holy. 
Amen.   
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Debutante Ball. The response from the girls and 
their partners was incredible. As a result, we had 
to make a decision to hold two Balls for the 
number of Debs. (39) The organisers were 
absolutely amazing at pulling everything 
together. We held two very successful evenings. 

¿ At the end of last year, we lost two of our School 
Principals, from Gilroy Santa Maria College and St 
Peterƀs. Mary-Ellen Pattinson, long term education 
consultant from Townsville Catholic Education 
accepted the invitation to spend one term as 
Acting Principal of St Peterƀs. This one term 
placement, at the start of her retirement, soon 
turned into a year long commitment. We are very 
grateful. 

¿ Gilroy Santa Maria College began the year with 
Melissa Carr again in the Acting Principalƀs role, 
ably assisted by Joan Devietti as acting Deputy. 
During the Ƥrst term, recruitment processes were 
put into place. At the start of Term 2, the College 
was joined by Kevin Barnes as Principal. He has 
settled into the role incredibly well. 

¿ The big parish plan for the year was the 
construction of the covered entryway in front of St 
Patrickƀs. It was early February when the St 
Patrickƀs Finance Council accepted a quote for 
this project. It was then a matter of trying to Ƥnd a 
time that suited both our builder Richard Peeke 
and our parish. We needed a good ten week gap 
between signiƤcant events. As a result, we were 
not able to begin until the middle of June, 
straight after one wedding, so that we could be 
completed by 4 September, for another wedding. 

¿ Also at the beginning of February, the Bishop 
announced the start of a process for diocesan/
parish renewal. Numerous parishioners were 
engaged in offering responses throughout the 
year to a number of questions about our parish 
outreach, welcome, and faith development. This 
culminated in a diocesan assembly in September. 
About ten members of our parish communities 
participated in this Assembly. They brought home 
much inspiration for the future. 

¿ Ash Wednesday was as large a Ƃproductionƃ as 
every year. Covid restrictions meant that the 
general public was unable to join the Lourdes 
community for their celebration. It also meant 
that we were unable to bring over the Mary 

Ṯ>ɊȿʆȜȿʎǳǬ Ɋȿ ɭǈȎǳ ṯθ 

YEAR IN REVIEW 
As always, for your enlightenment and elucidation, I 
share with you a review of the past year in our 
parishes. It is very incomplete! 

¿ We celebrated 44 baptisms (compared to 38 in 
2020), 6 weddings (same as 2020), and 59 
funerals (42 in 2020).  The signiƤcant increase in 
funeral numbers was overshadowed by the fact 
that three of the funerals were for very young 
parishioners. 

¿ We celebrated 44 ConƤrmations and First Holy 
Communions with St Patrickƀs and St Peterƀs 
children. We celebrated 26 First Reconciliations 
with St Patrickƀs children later in the year. 

¿ After a very bumpy 2020, this past year was 
deƤnitely smoother sailing. Covid restrictions had 
very little impact on our operations. There was 
only one brief period of enforced mask wearing 
(that also had little impact up here) and mostly 
life continued as normal. 

¿ About the only area of parish life which was truly 
impacted was Masses with our schools. We were 
unable to open these up to the public due to caps 
on attendance. 

¿ At the very beginning of the year, we were able to 
return to weekly masses at Canossa. This was 
interrupted when all nursing homes went into 
lockdown. But, the interruption was short lived. It 
has been lovely to be back in the Chapel with 
residents, their families, and locals throughout the 
year. 

¿ The gradual lifting of Covid restrictions meant 
that we could re-commence Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on a Monday afternoon in St 
Patrickƀs, followed by Benediction, and on a 
Tuesday morning in St Paulƀs Chapel.  

¿ We could also start taking up collections again, 
which has assisted the bottom line. 

¿ We recommenced Childrenƀs Liturgy of the Word 
and, thanks to teachers from Lourdes, we had 
quite a few new leaders join us this year. The 
feedback has been glowing. Unfortunately, we do 
not see as many young families in Church 
currently as we used to. 

¿ We saw some turnover in our stafƤng this year. 
Beth Ingegneri, who had done a marvellous job as 
Finance and Compliance OfƤcer, tendered her 
resignation. Thankfully, she gave us plenty of time 
to both Ƥnd and onboard a replacement. So, we 
gladly welcomed Mary Wallis to the ofƤce fold.  

¿ Our very long term housekeeper, Mary Rosse, also 
retired, after 17 years of working for us. While 
Ƥnding a replacement proved very easy at Ƥrst, 
when Felicity Vigh came on to staff. Felicity was 
with us only a few months before a full-time and 
air-conditioned job came up. It took us a 
considerable amount of time to Ƥnd a 
replacement. 

¿ We were able to tentatively begin planning for a 


