
GOD’S WORD 
Isaiah 9:1-7    
The people that walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of 
deep shadow a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness 
greater, you have made their joy 
increase; they rejoice in your 
presence as men rejoice at 
harvest time, as men are happy 
when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing 
on him, the bar across his 
shoulders, the rod of his 
oppressor, these you break as on 
the day of Midian. For all the 
footgear of battle, every cloak 
rolled in blood, is burnt and 
consumed by fire. For there is a 
child born for us, a son given to us 
and dominion is laid on his 
shoulders; and this is the name 
they give him: Wonder-
Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-
Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is 
his dominion in a peace that has 
no end, for the throne of David 
and for his royal power, which he 
establishes and makes secure in 
justice and integrity. From this 
time onwards and for ever, the 
jealous love of the Lord of hosts 
will do this.  
 

Psalm 
R. Today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord.    
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth.  
O sing to the Lord, bless his 

name.     R. 
Proclaim his help day by day, tell 
among the nations his glory and 
his wonders among all the 
peoples.     R. 
Let the heavens rejoice and earth 
be glad, let the sea and all within 
it thunder praise, let the land and 
all it bears rejoice, all the trees of 
the wood shout for joy at the 
presence of the Lord for he 
comes, he comes to rule the 
earth.     R. 
With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his 
truth.     R. 
 

Titus 2:11-14         
God’s grace has been revealed, 
and it has made salvation 
possible for the whole human 
race and taught us that what we 
have to do is to give up everything 
that does not lead to God, and all 
our worldly ambitions; we must 
be self-restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are 
waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the 
Appearing of the glory of our 
great God and saviour Christ 
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us 
in order to set us free from all 
wickedness and to purify a people 
so that it could be his very own 
and would have no ambition 
except to do good. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Good News and 
great joy to all the world: today is 
born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia!  
 

Luke 2:1-14           
Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
for a census of the whole world to 
be taken. This census – the first – 
took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be 
registered. So Joseph set out from 
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the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee and 
travelled up to Judaea, to the 
town of David called Bethlehem, 
since he was of David’s House and 
line, in order to be registered 
together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they 
were there the time came for her 
to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her first-born. She 
wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for 
them at the inn. In the 
countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields 
and took it in turns to watch their 
flocks during the night. The angel 
of the Lord appeared to them and 
the glory of the Lord shone round 
them. They were terrified, but the 
angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. 
Listen, I bring you news of great 
joy, a joy to be shared by the 
whole people. Today in the town 
of David a saviour has been born 
to you; he is Christ the Lord. And 
here is a sign for you: you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.’ 
And suddenly with the angel 
there was a great throng of the 
heavenly host, praising God and 
singing: ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven and peace to men 
who enjoy his favour.’ 
 

Intercessions 
That Jesus, the Divine Child, will 
enable us to see the glory of God, 
and be a people who pray every 
day with trust and thanksgiving. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our 
prayer. 

That Jesus, the Son of Mary and 
protected by Joseph, will bless all 
of our families with peace, and 
care for those who struggle with 
sadness, unemployment, sickness, 
and fighting. Lord, in your mercy…  

That Jesus, first visited by poor 
shepherds, will be with the poor 
of our world, and help us to see 
his face in their faces, so that we 
serve them with kindness and 
respect. Lord, in your mercy… 

That Jesus, who reached out with 
healing, will look with 
compassion upon our world 
struggling with the Covid 19 
pandemic, and deliver us from 
present and future danger. Lord, 
in your mercy... 

That Jesus, our Prince of Peace, 
will restore peace to the nations 
of the world, religious freedom to 
those persecuted for their faith, 
and respect among all people. 
Lord, in your mercy… 
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SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

That Jesus, the Son of God, will 
be close this day to our 
parishioners and other Christians 
who are unable to gather to 
celebrate Christmas in worship 
because of Covid restrictions. 
Lord, in your mercy.. 

That Jesus, our Saviour, will take 
into the embrace of his mercy 
our departed family members 
along with all of our parishioners 
who have died since last 
Christmas. Lord, in your mercy… 

For The Coming Of The Holy 
Spirit We Pray… 
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, 
that my thoughts may all be 
holy. Act in me O Holy Spirit, that 
my work, too, may be holy. Draw 
my heart O Holy Spirit, that I love 
but what is holy. Strengthen me 
O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is 
holy. Guard me, then, O Holy 
Spirit, that I always may be holy. 
Amen.   
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Debutante Ball. The response from the girls and 
their partners was incredible. As a result, we had 
to make a decision to hold two Balls for the 
number of Debs. (39) The organisers were 
absolutely amazing at pulling everything 
together. We held two very successful evenings. 

 At the end of last year, we lost two of our School 
Principals, from Gilroy Santa Maria College and St 
Peter’s. Mary-Ellen Pattinson, long term education 
consultant from Townsville Catholic Education 
accepted the invitation to spend one term as 
Acting Principal of St Peter’s. This one term 
placement, at the start of her retirement, soon 
turned into a year long commitment. We are very 
grateful. 

 Gilroy Santa Maria College began the year with 
Melissa Carr again in the Acting Principal’s role, 
ably assisted by Joan Devietti as acting Deputy. 
During the first term, recruitment processes were 
put into place. At the start of Term 2, the College 
was joined by Kevin Barnes as Principal. He has 
settled into the role incredibly well. 

 The big parish plan for the year was the 
construction of the covered entryway in front of St 
Patrick’s. It was early February when the St 
Patrick’s Finance Council accepted a quote for 
this project. It was then a matter of trying to find a 
time that suited both our builder Richard Peeke 
and our parish. We needed a good ten week gap 
between significant events. As a result, we were 
not able to begin until the middle of June, 
straight after one wedding, so that we could be 
completed by 4 September, for another wedding. 

 Also at the beginning of February, the Bishop 
announced the start of a process for diocesan/
parish renewal. Numerous parishioners were 
engaged in offering responses throughout the 
year to a number of questions about our parish 
outreach, welcome, and faith development. This 
culminated in a diocesan assembly in September. 
About ten members of our parish communities 
participated in this Assembly. They brought home 
much inspiration for the future. 

 Ash Wednesday was as large a “production” as 
every year. Covid restrictions meant that the 
general public was unable to join the Lourdes 
community for their celebration. It also meant 
that we were unable to bring over the Mary 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 
As always, for your enlightenment and elucidation, I 
share with you a review of the past year in our 
parishes. It is very incomplete! 

 We celebrated 44 baptisms (compared to 38 in 
2020), 6 weddings (same as 2020), and 59 
funerals (42 in 2020).  The significant increase in 
funeral numbers was overshadowed by the fact 
that three of the funerals were for very young 
parishioners. 

 We celebrated 44 Confirmations and First Holy 
Communions with St Patrick’s and St Peter’s 
children. We celebrated 26 First Reconciliations 
with St Patrick’s children later in the year. 

 After a very bumpy 2020, this past year was 
definitely smoother sailing. Covid restrictions had 
very little impact on our operations. There was 
only one brief period of enforced mask wearing 
(that also had little impact up here) and mostly 
life continued as normal. 

 About the only area of parish life which was truly 
impacted was Masses with our schools. We were 
unable to open these up to the public due to caps 
on attendance. 

 At the very beginning of the year, we were able to 
return to weekly masses at Canossa. This was 
interrupted when all nursing homes went into 
lockdown. But, the interruption was short lived. It 
has been lovely to be back in the Chapel with 
residents, their families, and locals throughout the 
year. 

 The gradual lifting of Covid restrictions meant 
that we could re-commence Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on a Monday afternoon in St 
Patrick’s, followed by Benediction, and on a 
Tuesday morning in St Paul’s Chapel.  

 We could also start taking up collections again, 
which has assisted the bottom line. 

 We recommenced Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
and, thanks to teachers from Lourdes, we had 
quite a few new leaders join us this year. The 
feedback has been glowing. Unfortunately, we do 
not see as many young families in Church 
currently as we used to. 

 We saw some turnover in our staffing this year. 
Beth Ingegneri, who had done a marvellous job as 
Finance and Compliance Officer, tendered her 
resignation. Thankfully, she gave us plenty of time 
to both find and onboard a replacement. So, we 
gladly welcomed Mary Wallis to the office fold.  

 Our very long term housekeeper, Mary Rosse, also 
retired, after 17 years of working for us. While 
finding a replacement proved very easy at first, 
when Felicity Vigh came on to staff. Felicity was 
with us only a few months before a full-time and 
air-conditioned job came up. It took us a 
considerable amount of time to find a 
replacement. 

 We were able to tentatively begin planning for a 



CHRISTMAS 2021 

MacKillop Kindy Kids. As a result, I went to the 
Centre for a small in-house celebration. It was 
truly delightful. 

 The beginning of the year was marked by some 
flooding - a fact which I cannot remember at all. 
But, it did mean that we needed to postpone the 
St Peter’s Induction Mass due to road closures.  

 Our Women’s Group became operational again, 
holding both a St Patrick’s Morning Tea and a 
Spring Afternoon Tea. Both events were very well 
attended. The Women have made generous 
contributions this year to  Meals on Wheels and to 
the various Breakfast Clubs run through schools 
in our district as well as the Gilroy Santa Maria 
Young Vinnies who have been cooking meals to 
be distributed to those in need through the Hub. 

 Easter Ceremonies ran almost like normal. There 
were two small changes due to covid: we were 
unable to hold the washing of the feet on Holy 
Thursday and parishioners were unable to kiss the 
Cross on Good Friday.  

 Throughout Australia, on the Feast of Mary Help 
of Christians, the Church celebrated 200 years of 
Catholic Education. From one school with 31 
pupils, there are now more than 1750 schools 
educating more that 765,000 students. The 
Church is also engaged in Early Learning and 
University education. Representatives from our 
schools joined other schools throughout the 
diocese for a joint celebration in the Cathedral 
and we celebrated ourselves, at that time, with 
Gilroy Santa Maria College and Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Later in the year, representatives of each 
school in our district and Mary MacKillop ELC 
were able to come together for a joint regional  
celebration. 

 Bishop Tim was able to join us this year for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
While he was in the district, he presided over a 
powerful Mass of Reconciliation, for 
Reconciliation Week, at Abergowrie College. 

 The Bishop returned a week or so later for the 
Official Blessing and Opening of the Santa Maria 
Centre and the Catherine Macauley Centre at 
Gilroy Santa Maria College. I was asked to give a 
brief speech on the history of the College at this 
event and focused on the important contribution 
of the Sisters of Mercy to the history of the 
College. Their contribution is reflected and 
acknowledged in the names given to these two 
buildings. 

 The College also began construction of the 
Edmund Rice centre and new science labs and 
classrooms this year. What an amazing makeover 
the school has undergone these past few years. 

 The return of the local Italian festival, at the 
beginning of June, was a bumper success. Our 
annual Australian-Italian Mass was also a bumper 
affair. I was overwhelmed with positive 
comments from visitors about the quality of the 
singing. Some thought it was like that every 

weekend. 

 With only a slight delay due to certification issues, 
construction began on the covered entryway in 
front of St Patrick’s Church. While this created 
some logistical issues, with entry from the side 
and scheduling of funerals, it was generally 
speaking a hiccup-less affair. The contribution 
that this covered area has already made, in just 
three months, is notable. It has already provided 
much appreciated shelter from sun and rain to 
families awaiting a baptism or gathering for 
funerals.  

 While the build was ongoing, we also managed to 
reupholster our kneelers, which are looking very 
smick. After the build, the rest of the exterior to 
the Church was repainted and is looking very fine. 

 In June, we were finally able to start celebrating 
mass with the residents of Bluehaven again. 
Finally, we now celebrate Mass with the residents 
of each of our Aged Care Facilities each month 
and are able to anoint them every two months. 
This is a very important element of our pastoral 
and spiritual care for the infirm seniors in our 
district. 

 In July, we could start our regular parish visitation 
of the Hospital. We have a wonderful band of 
about twenty parishioners who visit the hospital 
twice a week simply to say hello to the patients 
and offer them a listening ear. When requested, 
they can also pass on to the parish office any 
further needs (such as communion or anointing). 

 Also in July, the Gilroy Santa Maria College P&F 
took up my invitation to take over the running of 
the Debutante Ball. This will still be a Parish Ball, 
open to students from all schools in the district, 
but will be managed by the P&F with any funds 
raised kept by them. 

 In August, Fr Vinoj accepted the Bishop’s 
invitation to remain with us for another year. His 
assistance has been invaluable. It was nice to see 
how warmly greeted this news was. 

 At the end of August and beginning of 
September, another year of the Sacramental 
Program drew to a close with First Holy 
Communions firstly at Halifax and Canossa, then 
at St Patrick’s, and finally at St Teresa's.  

 As one program drew to a close, preparations 
were put in place for another year. We have a very 
small group of Ingham children for the 
Sacramental Program coming up, only about 25. 
For whatever reason, the just finished grade 2s are 
a very small cohort. When we did celebrate 
Reconciliation with them, they were two lovely 
evenings. We saw many more family members 
than normal, which was delightful. I know the 
nonnis and bis-nonnis loved the nights. 

 At the beginning of October, we were able to 
interview for a new Principal for St Peter’s School. 
We were delighted to announce that Paula 
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stream of volunteers who have come into the 
office to answer the phone and take Mass 
offerings. We would not have been able to survive 
without them 

 November began with Mass at the cemetery for 
our deceased loved ones. It is lovely to see how 
this Mass continues to grow in “popularity” each 
year. Thankfully, the weather has been 
consistently kind to us. 

 The School Year drew to a very quick close, with 
Awards Ceremonies, Graduation Masses, Rites of 
Passage and kindergarten celebrations. Our 
schools do an amazing job at these big moments 
of endings and beginnings. We are very grateful 
for the men and women who work so tirelessly 
within our schools. 

We look forward with confidence to another grace-
filled year of working in the Lord’s 
harvest in the Hinchinbrook Shire. 
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MASS OFFERINGS 
Masses can be organised any day during office hours. You can also place names on an envelope with your 
offering and drop it into the letter slot to the left of the front door at any time or in the offering boxes in the 
Church.  You can go online at inghamcatholic.com/donations. Newsletters and prayers are printed Thursday 
noon. 

Jerome is taking up the position. We look 
forward to welcoming her in the new year. 

 Around the same time, Our Lady of Lourdes was 
given permission to run a third class for Prep next 
year. With over sixty enrolments, for Prep 2022, 
Lourdes continues to shine and grow. We have 
had to install a demountable classroom to cater 
for this growth. The School has put in an 
application for a rebuild of the school. This will 
be examined by the Grants Authority next year. 

 Unfortunately, towards the end of October, our 
Marcella had a small accident at home. This 
meant that she has been unable to come to work 
until now. This definitely threw our preparations 
for First Reconciliation into disarray. It’s one of 
those jobs that only Marcella does and 
understands. Thankfully, she insists on 
documenting everything, so we were able to 
stumble our way through it all. We have been 
blessed these past couple of months by a steady 
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Lighter Side  - It was the day after Christmas at St Peter and St Paul’s church in England. Father John, the 
vicar, was looking at the nativity scene outside when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from the 
figures. Immediately, Father John’s thoughts turned to calling in the local policeman but as he was about to 
do so, he saw little Nathan with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus. 
Father John approached Nathan and asked him, ‘Well, Nathan, where did you get the little infant?’ Nathan 
looked up, smiled and replied, ‘I took him from the church.’ ‘And why did you take him?’ With a sheepish 
grin, Nathan said, ‘Well, Father John, about a week before Christmas I prayed to Lord Jesus. I told him if he 
would bring me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.’  
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SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one 
off credit card donations: please use the secure form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



Holiday Changes 
The parish office will re-open 
with normal opening hours on 
17 January 2022. 
There will be no Mass at 
Abergowrie on Sunday 26 
December 2021.   
There will be no Mass at 
Abergowrie and Canossa on 
Sunday 2 January 2022. 

New Year’s Day Mass 
There will be Mass at St 
Patrick’s at 8.00am on Saturday 
1 January 2022. 

“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.” 
Roy L. Smith  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Please Pray For:  Maria Girgenti, 
Renzo Di Bella, Lino & Mary 
Zampatti, Cesare & Carmela 
Cuzzuol, Tino Mombelli, Maria & 
Filippo Gambino, Santo & 
Giuseppina Contarino, Esteban 
& Pilar Comas, Salvatore & 
Grazia Spampinato, Enrico, 
Francesca & Lorenz Motti, Gloria 
Motti, Bruna Mason, John Biasi, 
Joe & Ruth Biasi, Amelia & 
Antonio Biasi, Giovanni, Teresa & 
Angelina Volpi, Fr Mark Nugent, 
Gwenda Britton, Augustine & 
Mary Cauchi, Joseph Michael 
Mizzi, Guido Imarisio, Sam & 
Mary Buonaccorso, Alfio Di 
Giacomo, Angelo Fazio, Lorraine 
Lyon, Tony Pennisi, John 
Cockburn, Antonio Spampinato, 
Natalie Di Bartolo, Sam & Maria 
Vecchio, Leonardo & Carmela 
Vecchio, Carmel Stephensen, 
Ron Hall, Ottorino Brescacin, 
Angelo & Nancy Guarrera, Frank 
Motti, Cath Motti, Deceased 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  Let 
perpetual light shine 

upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (26 DECEMBER TO 1/2 JANUARY): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 

 Sun: Halifax 7.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon, Tue 8.00am, Wed, Thu 5.30pm, Fri 7.00am.  Sat 8.00am 
Next Weekend 
 Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm 
 Sun: Halifax 7.00am 
Reconciliation Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional  

members Quabba & Zampatti 
families, Giuseppe Russo, Nellie 
& Peter Venturato, Felice Libera, 
Giuseppe (Joe) Di Mauro, Nina 
Costanzo, Guido Cervellin, Frank 
Barbagallo, Deceased members 
La Rosa & Spina families, Alfio & 
Maria Cristaldi, Deceased 
members Benedetto & Morzone 
families, Lino Dametto, Maria & 
Seb Grasso, Ervira Roveglia, 
Deceased members Ferrero, 
Roati, Olivero, Canet & Pennisi 
families, Paul Maroney, Angelina 
Tonon, Tony & Carolina Anese, 
Giovanni Battista Peri, 
Carmelina Peri, Graziano 
Fighera, Caterina Russo, Ron 
Wall, Marco Guazzo, Johnny & 
Juven Accornero, Remo & 
Vanda Accornero, Deceased 
members Tomba & Benvenuti 
families, Joe Spina, Will 
Murdoch, John & Irene Bovero, 
Gino & Bianca Basaglia, John 
Vella, Baldo Fanti, Steve 
Rinaudo, Daniel Maynard, 

Geoffrey Palmas, Lino 
Dametto, Angela & Antonio 
Fabris, Mario Spina, Mariano & 
Rosaria Spina, Frank Scuderi, 
Gejtano & Carmana Bondin, 
Felix & Emmanuella Scerri, 
Deceased members Bondin & 
Scerri families, Salvatore & 
Giuseppa Sorbello, Sandy 
Sorbello, Alfio & Mattia 
Cavallaro, Ross Cavallaro, Ross 
& Sam Bonanno, Giuseppina & 
Salvatore Marino, Deceased 
members Jillett & Rupp 
families, Francesco Fresta, 
Peter Costanzo, Deceased 
members Cantoni, Giacobone, 
Della Mattea, Sullivan, 
Simpson, McCarthy & Banks 
families, Rudi Dall Antonia 
(Italy) 


