
GOD’S WORD 
Samuel 1:20-22. 24-28   
Hannah conceived and gave birth 
to a son, and called 
him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I 
asked the Lord for him.’ 
When a year had gone by, the 
husband Elkanah went up again 
with all his family to offer the 
annual sacrifice to the Lord and to 
fulfil his vow. Hannah, however, 
did not go up, having said to her 
husband, ‘Not before the child is 
weaned. Then I will bring him and 
present him before the Lord and 
he shall stay there for ever.’ 
When she had weaned him, she 
took him up with her together 
with a three-year-old bull, an 
ephah of flour and a skin of wine, 
and she brought him to the 
temple of the Lord at Shiloh; and 
the child was with them. They 
slaughtered the bull, and the 
child’s mother came to Eli. She 
said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you 
live, my lord, I am the woman 
who stood here beside you, 
praying to the Lord. This is the 
child I prayed for, and the Lord 
granted me what I asked him. 
Now I make him over to the Lord 
for the whole of his life. He is 
made over to the Lord.’ 
There she left him, for the Lord. 
 
PSALM 
R.      How happy they who dwell 
 in your house, O Lord.   
How lovely is your dwelling place, 
Lord, God of hosts. My soul is 
longing and yearning, is yearning 
for the courts of the Lord. My 

heart and my soul ring out their 
joy to God, the living God.  R. 
They are happy, who dwell in your 
house, for ever singing your 
praise. They are happy, whose 
strength is in you; they walk with 
ever growing strength.   R. 
O Lord, God of hosts, hear my 
prayer, gave ear, O God of Jacob. 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
look on the face of your anointed. 
     R. 

 

John 3:1-2, 21-24   
Think of the love that the Father 
has lavished on us, by letting us 
be called God’s children; and that 
is what we are. Because the world 
refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not 
acknowledge us. My dear people, 
we are already the children of 
God but what we are to be in the 
future has not yet been revealed, 
all we know is, that when it is 
revealed we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he 
really is.  
My dear people, if we cannot be 
condemned by our own 
conscience, we need not be afraid 
in God’s presence, and whatever 
we ask him, we shall receive, 
because we keep his 
commandments and live the kind 
of life that he wants. His 
commandments are these: that 
we believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and that we love one 
another as he told us to. Whoever 
keeps his commandments lives in 
God and God lives in him. We 
know that he lives in us by the 
Spirit that he has given us. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, 
O Lord, to listen to the words of 
your Son. Alleluia! 
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Luke 2:41-52      
Every year the parents of Jesus 
used to go to Jerusalem for the 
feast of the Passover. When he 
was twelve years old, they went 
up for the feast as usual. When 
they were on their way home 
after the feast, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind 
in Jerusalem without his parents 
knowing it. They assumed he was 
with the caravan, and it was only 
after a day’s journey that they 
went to look for him among their 
relations and acquaintances. 
When they failed to find him they 
went back to Jerusalem looking 
for him everywhere. 
Three days later, they found him 
in the Temple, sitting among the 
doctors, listening to them, and 
asking them questions; and all 
those who heard him were 
astounded at his intelligence and 
his replies. They were overcome 
when they saw him, and his 
mother said to him, ‘My child, 
why have you done this to us? See 
how worried your father and I 
have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why 
were you looking for me?’ he 
replied. ‘Did you not know that I 
must be busy with my Father’s 
affairs?’ But they did not 
understand what he meant. 
He then went down with them 
and came to Nazareth and lived 
under their authority. His mother 
stored up all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom, in stature, and in favour 
with God and men. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

That the Pope and the bishops of 
the Church be inspired by the 
guardianship of St Joseph in their 
care of God’s holy people. Lord, in 
your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

That the family of the Church may 
be an example and a guide to the 
nations of the world in their 
search for harmony and peace. 
Lord, in your mercy... 

That families torn apart by 
mistrust, despair or fear may find 
strength and refuge. Lord, in your 
mercy… 

That as a family of the Church, our 
community will bestow grace and 
peace to all of God’s children. 
Lord, in your mercy… 

That families who are travelling 
during this school holiday period 
enjoy their time together and 
return home safely. Lord, in your 
mercy... 

That the sick may receive the 
warmth of love and support from 
family members. Lord, in your 
mercy... 

That those who have died will be 
gathered into eternal life in God’s 
heavenly home. We remember 
also...  Lord, in your mercy… 
 

For The Coming Of The Holy 
Spirit We Pray… 
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, 
that my thoughts 
may all be holy. 
Act in me O Holy Spirit, 
that my work, too, 
may be holy. 
Draw my heart O Holy Spirit, 
that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me O Holy Spirit, 
to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 
that I always may be holy. 
Amen.   

26 DECEMBER 2021 

SANCTIFYING SUNDAY 

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 

Hannah, the mother of Samuel, 
and Samuel’s father are 
portrayed as parents of deep 
prayer and great faith. How 
would you describe the faith of 
your mother or father?                       

SECOND READING 

John teaches us that if we 
believe in Jesus and love one 
another, “we may be called 
children of God.” How do you 
show gratitude for being part 
of this holy family?                       

GOSPEL READING 

Luke is the only Evangelist to 
preserve a story about Jesus 
from his youth. In this account, 
Mary and Joseph are filled with 
“great anxiety” as they searched 
for Jesus who they thought was 
lost. How do you seek God’s 
help for the anxious moments 
in your family?                    

Sat: 6.00pm (Rosary at 5.45pm) 

facebook.com/InghamMass 
inghamcatholic.com/mass-live 
 
Streaming of weekday Masses will 
commence again after 23 January. 



THE HOLY FAMILY 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISHES 
Planned giving envelopes can be dropped off at the parish offices during hours or dropped into the 
letter slot to the left of the front door at any other time. For Direct Deposit enquires or changes, please 
contact Julie: parishoffie@inghamcatholic.com. For one off credit card donations: please use the secure 
form at inghamcatholic.com/donations. 



“Because of his boundless love, Jesus became what we are that he might make us to be what he 
is.”  - Irenaeus, third-century Christian apologist  

INGHAM REGION CATHOLIC PARISHES 

REQUIESCANT IN 
PACE  
Please Pray For:  Steve Rinaudo, 
Gejtano Bondin, Esteban 
Comas, Angelina Tonon, Natalie 
Anne Di Bartolo, Lisha Selim 
Kayrooz, Connie Gambino, 
Mario Spina, Lucia Caruso, 
Francesco Fresta, Sam Di Bella 
(annivs at this time), Maria 
Vecchio, Tony Pennisi, Vittorio & 
Maria Cantoni, Rusty & Vicky 
Chinotti, Lino Donadel, Rosa 
Tento, Peter Costanzo, Johnny, 
Pina & Edna Accornero, Will 
Murdoch, Baldo Fanti 

Please keep in your prayers:  

John Pearson, John Mammino 

May the Lord’s healing hand  
rest upon them 

Eternal rest grant  
unto them, O Lord.  
Let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  
May they rest in 

peace. Amen.  

MASS SCHEDULE (26 DECEMBER TO 1/2 JANUARY): 

This Weekend 
Ingham: Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  

 Halifax: Sun 7.00am: Canossa 10.00am 
Weekdays 

Ingham: Mon, Tue 8.00am, Wed, Thu 5.30pm,  Fri 7.00am, Sat 8.00am 
Next Weekend 

Ingham: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 7.00pm  
 Sun: Halifax 7.00am 
Reconciliation 
 Saturdays @ 11.00am in the confessional 

PARISH 

Our Giving Tree 
Ingham Catholic Parishes 
together with Hinchinbrook 
Community Support Centre are 
collecting items for the HCSC 
Back to School Program to help 
local families in need at the start 
of the school year through the 
provision of essential school 
supplies. Boxes will be placed 
under the trees in each of our 
churches.  

27/28 November : HB pencils, 
colour pencils  

4/5 December: Textas, felt pens, 
highlighters 

11/12 December: Ink Pens (blue, 
red, black), Glue Sticks, USB sticks 

18/19 December: Rulers, erasers, 
pencil sharpeners, pencil cases 

25/26 December: Lunchbox, water 
bottles, ice bricks 

1/2 January: Ream/s of photocopy 
paper, box tissues 

Parish Office closure over 
holidays and reopening date 

The office is now closed 
and will re-open with 
normal opening hours 
on 17 January 2022. 
 

Abergowrie and Canossa 
Masses 
There will be no Mass at 

Abergowrie and Canossa on 
Sunday 2 January 2022. 

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction 
and Adoration in St Paul’s 
Chapel  
All will be in recess until February 
2022. 

New Year’s Day Mass 
There will be Mass at St Patrick’s 
at 8.00am on Saturday 1 January 
2022. 

Welcome to a new child of God 
Gabriella Cavallaro  

 baptised this Sunday 

ROSTERS 

Counters This Week 

R Blanco J Girgenti R Girgenti  
O Marino 
Counters Next Week 

S Di Bartolo F Di Bartolo A La Rosa 
M Garutti 

Altar Servers 1/2 January  

Sat 6pm: Ellie Lahtinen  
 Elina Daijo Ryan Nash-Fava 

Sun 8.30am: Lexi Goldfinch  
 Emily Ingegneri 

Sun 7pm: Nikolas Dillon  
 Sofia Dillon 

Readers 1/2 January  

Halifax: Amanda Garutti 

Canossa: No Mass  

Sat 6pm: Anne Kemp 

Sun 8.30am: Maddie Cunnington 

Sun 7pm: David Pelleri 

Special Ministers 1/2 January 

Sat 6pm: Lawrence Di Bella 

Sun 8.30am: Viv Garrigon 


